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Resources 





Prison Legal News is a monthly newsletter 


published by Washington State prisoners 
Dan Pens and Paul Wright. PLN reports on 


court decisions affecting prisoners and con- 
tains information designed to help prisoners 
indicate their rights in the judicial system. A 
leaflet with more complete information and 
an order form has been included with all 
subscriber copies in the U.S. Sample issues 
are $1., Subs are $12./yr. Payment can be 
made in stamps. Write: 


-Prison Legal News 


P.O. Box 1684 
Lake Worth, FL 35460 


PWA-Rag is a quarterly newsletter with a 
lot of news, analysis and health-related infor- 
mation about AIDS and HIV. It is free to pris- 
oners with AIDS or who are HIV+. In the 
U.S., Write: 


PWA-RAG | 
P.O. Box 2161 
Jonesboro,GA 30236 


In:Canada, write: 


PWA-RAG 
Box 400 
Dorchester, NB EOA 1MO 


A Texas prisoner is Saring a pen pal ser- 
vice to help connect lonely brothers and sis- 
ters. Please indicate whether you are male or 
female and which sex you want to hook up 
with. Write: 


Picasso's Hook-ups 
c/o Darryl W. Gaston 678688 


Michael Unit Box 4500 


Tennessee Colony, TX 75886 


Out of Time is a newsletter of Out of 
Control, an anti-prison group. that supports 
women prisoners in general and lesbians in 
particular. Write to them at: 


Out of Time 


c/o Out of Control Lesbian Committee 
3543-18th St Box 30 
San Francisco, CA 94110 


Bayou La Rose is a longstanding radical 
publication which, besides covering prisons, 
includes articles on workplace struggles, the 
envirdnment, Native land struggles, POWs, 


and much ete They frequently reprint mate- 


rial from activist groups, so it is a good 
source for making connections. Subs are 
$15.00/yr. Write: 


Bayou La Rose 
P.O. Box 5464 
Tacoma WA 98415-0464 


Raze The Walls has come back after the 
squat work space they occupied burnt down 
under mysterious circumstances in May. 
Amongst their many projects, they are help- 
ing anarchist prisoners set up study groups. 
They need anarchist books, pamphlets and 


newspapers, etc; money for stamps and. 


copying; and volunteers to help maintain 
contact. Anarchist prisoners should write to 
them for such literature. Write: 


Raze The Walls 
P.O. Box 22774 
Seattle, W 98122-0774 


The Shenandoah Newsletter has long been 
one of our favourite Native newsletters. It 
has community news from the Oneida peo- 
ple in Wisconsin along with a strong political 
perspective and an environmental aware- 
ness. Subs are $14.50 per year. Write: 


Shenoddonh Newsletter 
736 West Oklahoma St. 
Appleton, WI 54914 


Call for submissions: I am editor of Fiction 
International, a critically-acclaimed journal in 
existence for some twenty-five years. I 


should say right off that our interest is at 


least as great in non-fiction and art as in fic- 
tion. Currently I am putting together an issue 

n "Pain," and am looking for some texts 
and/or art on contemporary prisons or pris- 
oners. Send texts to: 


Harold Jaffe 
3551 Granada Ave. 
San Diego, CA 92104 | 


Volume 6, Number 1 of the Journal of | 


Prisoners on Prisons has a special section on 


Capital Punishment. As always, this booklet- 


sized journal has solid, incisive writing from 
prisoners from the U.S., Canada and Britian. 
Subs are,$10.00/yr., $7. 00 for persons on low 
income, and $4.00 for prisoners. Write to: 


Journal of Prisoners on Prisons 
Box 54, University Centre 

University of Manitoba 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2N2 


of the Georgia Anti-Authoritarian CIEE at 


` Atlanta, Georgia 30030 
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AANCO will be a worker, student, youth 
alliance: an organization of organizers to 
fight the crippling effects of the capitalist sys- 
tem. Economic exploitation, unemployment, 
homelessness, poverty, police brutality and 
racism are ills of a system in decline. We 
want to build a movement of thousands and 
ultimately millions of people to resist this 
corrupt system and fight for a better life, 
which can only come with a new society, 


20 where do we start? We think we Tod 
begin now in a realistic way in our own com- 
munities to break out of the anarchist and 
left-wing ghettos, interact with the people in 
those communities and establish a social rev- 
olutionary movement which cannot be 
ignored and cannot be resisted, a movement 
which can become a real force in people 5 
lives. Let us make it happen! 


Come to the founding conference of 
AANCO, to be held Friday, Nov. 17, 1995, 
and Saturday, Nov. 18, 1995, at the Georgia 
Hills Center in Atlanta, Georgia (USA). 7 Vee 
Conference registration is $10 (payable to m | AAR - EN ARN TA 
AANCO). For more information, contact Kris T E AA 


(770) 443-9186. For details, Write: 


Georgia Anti-Authoritarian Group o 
145 Park Drive | 


A number of people from Prison News 
Service and Anti Racist Action in Toronto are 
planning on attending this conference, We 
very much agree that we have to build the 
struggle from the ground up. Too many polit- 
ical people simply want to create an organi- 
zation and then wait for the people to catch 
up to them. But we think that we must work 
from where we are at in terms of political 
development, rather than where we would 
like to be. And given the undeveloped state 
of the radical and revolutionary movements 
in North America, this means startingi at the 
very beginning. 


First Nations gader attack ... page 1 
Investigating the A.C.A. ... ,. centrespread 
Inquiry at PAW ... page 3 
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Renewed attacks in Canada’s ongoing war 





Semi-automatic rifles once hin became 
Canada’s weapon of choice for dealing with 
the demands of the First Nations. In 
Ontario, in September, a Native man, 
Dudley George, was killed, a sixteen year 
old was wounded and another man was 
severely beaten when the Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) attacked an unarmed occupa- 
tion of Ipperwash provincial park. The 
unprovoked police attack came only two 
days after the occupation by Aazhoodena 
people and despite the fact that the park 
was closed for the season. No attempts had 
been made by provincial authorities to even 
begin discussions as to what the issues sur- 
rounding the occupation were. After the 
attack, Native negotiators arranged for a 
withdrawal from the front lines by both 
sides for a period of mourning. 


The killing shocked many people in 
Ontario, but it seemed to be in keeping with 
the political climate in the province that has 
worsened with the election of a reactionary 
government in June. The park is part of a 
larger tract of Aazhoodena territory that 
had been seized by the Canadian govern- 
ment during the second world war for use 
asa military base. In spite of continual 
promises that the land would be returned, 
no efforts were made to do so until sover- 
eigntists occupied the base two years ago. 
The military withdrew from the contested 
land earlier this summer and a small group 
of Aazhoodena moved from there into the 
park which had been built on their sacred 
burial ground. Both the provincial and fed- 
eral governments defied that any such bur- 
ial ground isted at that location. But after 











ment, motivated by their concerns about 


possible repercussions from growing sup- 


port for the Aazhoodena, suddenly discov- 


= gred documents from 1937 that confirm that 


indeed it was a sacred burial site. This 
asn’t resolved the problem; so far the 
me<ial government has refused to nego- 
tiate with t azhoodena, but at least one 
of their big lies hasbeen undercut. 


Police attack 


In British Columbia, the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP or mounties) lay 
siege to a sacred Sundance site of the 
Shuswap Nation at Gustafsen Lake, that 
was being protected by a small group of 
mainly Native people from incursions by a 
local rancher and his cowboys. The rancher, 












-who has never produced a deed for the 


land was nevertheless trying to evict the 
remaining Sundancers from the land with 
the official and unofficial support of the 
police. The RCMP mounted the costliest 
exercise in their history. Their forces includ- 
ed 400 tactical assault team members, 5 heli- 
copters, 2 surveillance planes, 8 Armoured 
Personnel Carriers (APC), percussion 
mines, flares and thousands of rounds of 
ammunition. All this against approximately 
20 defenders who included 4 Elders, 2 
young girls, 2 teenagers, some men and 2 
non-Native women. 


The constant provocations by the moun- 
ties during the standoff included the use of 
percussion mines that destroyed a truck dri- 
ven by the defenders that was on its way to 
meet outside Native negotiators; the subse- 
quent shooting of a non-Native woman 
who had escaped from the demolished 
truck; and an APC being driven through an 
agreed upon “safe zone”, the site of the 
Sundance held earlier in the year. Standard 
psychological warfare tactics were used, 
including, sleep deprivation, denial of food, 
water and medical supplies. All access to 


and from the camp was cut off, all media 


people were ordered out, communications 
with outside supporters were jammed, and 


flares were shot constantly at night. 


In early September, The RCMP concoct- 
ed a story that the defenders had “am- 


g of George, the federal govern- 


bushed” two mounties, allegedly hitting 
them in their bulletproof vests, in order to 
justify the fact that the mounties were about 
to initiate a massacre. A massacre was 
about to happen, but they didn’t expect 
retaliation. If this wasn’t the case, and they 
were looking for a peaceful solution from 
the very beginning, why did they bring a 
psychiatrist from the U.S., who gave 
“advice” at the Waco massacre, to monitor 
the situation and to advise the police. 


The RCMP had been told three weeks 


previously by Dacajawea, a Defender and a 


member of the League of Indigenous 
sovereign Nations (LISN) that if the situa- 
tion was going to lead to a cease-fire, they 
should bring in specific individuals that the 
Defenders would honour. For three weeks 
the police refused to act on this while con- 
tinuing to create incidents they hoped 
would justify an all-out police attack. But 
everything backfired on them. In response 
to the murder of Dudley George at 
Ipperwash, Native and non-Native support- 
ers throughout the continent and around the 
world held demonstrations of outrage. 


_Warrior Societies across Turtle Island were 


on serious alert and made it clear to the 


. mounties that if one more person got shot, it 


would be taken as an act of war and that 
there would be serious repercussions. So 
now, RCMP wouldn't have to just worry 
about what was going on inside, but what 
was also coming in from behind. 


On September 17th, the Defenders 
decided to withdraw believing that most of 
the point of the stand had been made. 


Medicine Man John Stevens, and Elders ` 


who were consulted, felt and that the 


“Defenders needed to live on so that they 


could continue in the struggle. Of seventeer\ 
charges, een were for trespassing and 
other “minor” 
attempted murder charges. Their lawyer, 
Bruce Clark, was charged with contempt of. 
court during one of the court proceedings 
and remanded in custody for a psychiatric 
examination, a manoeuvre designed to sep- 
arate the Defenders from their chosen 
lawyer. The Court’s treatment of Clark 
shows the kind of justice that the Defenders 
can expect. The judge repeatedly harassed 
and tried to humiliate Clark, casting asper- 
sions on his competence for arguing that 
the mounties, the court and the Canadian 
government had no legal jurisdiction over 
any Native land. 


The media played a very instrumental 
role as a tool for the interests of government 
and ‘corporations at Gustafsen, at Ipperwash 
all across the board in Native struggles. The 
media launched a propaganda war in which 
they criminalized the Defenders as a means 
of inflaming the public against them to gar- 
ner support for an immanent police attack. 
The police were given total control of the sit- 
uation while the politicians were saying it 
was simply a policing matter. Journalists, 
politicians and Ovide Mercredi, the Grand 
Chief of the Assembly of First Nations, 
called them criminals, renegades, terrorists, 
militants, rebels and squatters. The journal- 
ists on site at Gustafsen Lake simply repeat- 
ed the mounties’ claim that the Defenders 
had ambushed the police, as though the 
police could be taken at their word. But a 
video shot by an independent journalist 
inside the encampment clearly shows that it 
was the RCMP who began the firefight. The 
media lies were undercut by an extensive 
communications network spreading across 
Canada, down into the U.S. and into Europe 
that has been developed by the First Nations 
and their supporters which enabled the 
truth to get out. 


The immediate cause of these two con- 
flicts is clear — land. The vast majority of 


against the First Nations 


British Columbia governments, yet mining 
and logging operations continue to despoil 
the land. Moreover, conflicts over land use 
and fishing have been growing between 
Natives and non-natives in contested areas. 
Native fishing nets have been cut or stolen, 
and boats have been sunk, at various loca- 


tions across the country. The Ontario gov- 


ernment recently reneged on a deal made by 
the previous government that would have 
honoured the sovereign right of Native peo- 
-ple to hunt and fish “out of season.” 


Economic decline 


Unfortunately, too many whites, con- 


cerned about their own declining economic 
situations, prefer to bully those with less 
social power — the First Nations amongst 
others — than to confront the national and 
multinational corporations whose greed has 


charges, but two ee a | 


created a shortage of fish and lumber in a 
country which sees itself as being resource 
tich. Some white people are challenging the 
few economic gains made by the First 
Nations in land and fishing rights by calling 
for “Equal Rights for All”. This would not 
leave such a bitter taste if such “Rights” 
were not a very recent concern of theirs. 
They obviously fail to realize, that if there 
were equality under the law, many of them 


_ would be guilty of possessing stolen land. 


For those of us who are white and who 
find ourselves increasingly under attack by 
the state and the corporations, whether we 
are workers or marginals, we do have to 
decide which side we are on. As Jay Mason, 
a Mohawk member of LISN, put it when he 
spoke at a rally protesting the new reac- 
tionary Ontario government, “You are all 
the new Indians ... The reason I say that is 
because they don’t need you any more, and 
you're finding out what happens when 
you're not needed any more.” If we can 
learn from their endurance and their strug- 
gles, then perhaps we too will have the 
strength to fight for a new society. 


“All our struggle is a struggle for self- 
determination to define our sovereignty. We 
won't allow corporate elites and the monar- 
chy (Canada is legally.a monarchy, under 
the Queen of England,ed.) to destroy our 


Bride Coliimbia a. ee Ne | sovereignty rights: our right to the land, our 


Territory. There are no treaties granting a 
surrender of land to either the Canadian or 


| 


right to our resources, our right to our self- 
government, and our right to self-sufficien- 


cy. We have to stand on this principle if it 
means we have to defend ourselves against 
the aggressors who want to destroy that 
fabric of our self-determination. We’ve got 
to quit letting others tell us how to define 
our self-government and our sovereignty. 


‘We've got to stop allowing the so-called 
colonial powers to enforce their definition ` 


of self-government within our territories. 


“If we wait on that, pretty soon you turn 
around and look and all you got left is 
assimilation. Your land is lost, your 
resources are gone, your way of life gone. 
You’ve got an imposed system called the 
band council system — the elected system 
that is not ours — they are puppets, doing 
the interest of the colonial powers and their 
interests upon our lands. Pretty soon you’ve 
got forced policing in our communities. 
You've got all our men ending up in jail, 





and our women ending up in prisons, sis- 
ters out there selling themselves and prosti- 
tuting themselves, welfare dependency, 
drinks, drugs, child suicide in mass num- 
bers, thousands of our children killing 
themselves by the year in this alien culture. 
We can’t compete in that world. That’s not 
our world to compete in. It is completely 
alien to our hereditary lines. So this is all 
that is offered over there for us. It is nothing 
but a slow death. Why sit back and let that 


- slow death syndrome creep on us and take 


on us when it is better to stand as warriors 
in defense of one’s nations and one’s way of 
life — to defend ourselves against the 


encroachment; assimilation and exploita- 


tion — the ripoff.” 
Critical times 


As the above quote from Dacajawea sug- 7 


gests, it is a critical time for the First Nations 
within Canada. Undeterred by ongoing land 


claims negotiations, mining, oil and timber | 


companies continue to invade, exploit and 
contaminate Native land. Native communi- 
ties continue to endure abject poverty and 
other social ills suffered by colonized peo- 
ples: incarceration, illness, alcoholism, drug 
addiction and substance abuse, unemploy- 
ment, suicide and forced assimilation. The 
long years of abuse experienced by genera- 
tions of Natives in residential schools, in 


white foster homes, in urban- ghettos and in ` 
prisons and jails have often been internal- 


continued on page 2: us 
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Our task! Our duty: 


To build 


P Reooatipn is not a word but an applica- 
tion, it is not war but peace, it does not weaken, 
it strengthens, revolution does not cause separa- 
tion it generates togetherness. Solidarity ain't a 
word, solidarity is a principle that exists despite 
words, and will exist when words have ceased.” 
(John Africa, MOVE founder) 


Long live John Africa! 


Thanks to the committed efforts of many 
people like yourself (yes, you!, the reader) 
this movement for life and for liberty is 
growing, often by leaps and bounds. 


We all should be encouraged by this, but 
should also acknowledge that this is a first 
step in a long walk. For those who accom- 
panied me in that first step, I extend my 
hand of thanks. 


This is no time to rest — but to build, to 


broaden, to deepen our roots in the rich soil 


of life; to work, not just for one man’s life 
and liberty, but for the righteous freedom of 
us all. 


We are all the seedlings from which a 
powerful movement,can, and must, grow 
from, "Free Mumia!”", to "Free all MOVE 
political prisoners!,” "to "Free all political 
prisoners!" 


The cause of justice is not a narrow one, 
but an expansive one. 


For those many who saw injustice in 
Com. v. Abu-Jamal, I invite you to take note 
of Com. v. Africa, the case where nine MOVE 
men and women were convicted (wrongly!) 
of killing one cop, and all were sentenced to 
upwards of 100 years in prison — each! 


These nine MOVE political prisoners are 
entering their 18th year in Pennsylvania 
prison hell holes — guilty of nothing — 
except being MOVE members, and commit- 
ted disciples of legendary revolutionary, 
John Africa. 


Consider this: At least twelve adults 
were arrested after the August 8, 1978 
police assault on MOVE's home and head- 
quarters where and when a cop was killed. 
Two people were released immediately 
when it was discovered that they were not 
MOVE members and they, in terror, 
renounced their support of MOVE mem- 
bers — and murder charges were dropped! 
Only those who refused to renounce John 
Africa’s family were prosecuted, and ten 
were convicted (the tenth, Consuella Africa, 
was released recently after serving almost 
fifteen years in a hell hole). 


So, you naturally wonder — "Who killed 
the cop?" That question was put to the late 
Judge Edwin S. Malmed, the trial judge in 
the Africa case, who, as a guest on a 
Philadelphia talk show, replied to that very 
question thusly: "I haven't the faintest idea. 
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ized and passed on, resulting in high levels 
of physical violence in many First Nations 
communities: rape, assaults, child abuse, 
murder, etc. 


After years of neglect and abuse 
imposed by an arrogant and ignorant white 
society, a younger generation is identifying 
with the traditional values that have been 
protected through the long hard years of 
attempted genocide. The continued resis- 
tance of the First Nations to corporate 
designs on their land, and to the govern- 
ment’s effort to conquer by assimilation, . 
threatens future corporate profits and the. 
perceived right of whites to benefit from the 
rape and pillage of Native land. 


Canada’s treatment of the First Nations 
belies its liberal image. It has usually pre- 
ferred to use hunger, social degradation and 
forced assimilation to rid itself of the “Native 
problem”. But the traditional methods of 
control aren't working and it is becoming 
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They were tried as a family, so | sentenced 
them as a family.” 


Indeed, the evidence shows he sentenced 
them for being a family - a family of revolu- 
tionaries! For Being MOVE members, a 
threat to the system of white power and 
political. privilege. 


For the “offense” of being revolutionary 


in a land of repression, the sentence — 100. 


years — was rendered on innocent MOVE 
men and women. 


Is this not an injustice? 
Is this not a travesty? 


Let us all demand - "Freedom for all 
MOVE political prisoners!"; "Freedom for 
the Africa family!" = 


Freedom for all political prisoners! 


Freedom! For Sundiata Acoli! For Missai 
Khaben! For Prince Imari Obadele! For 
Adolfo Matos! For Oscar Lopez-Rivera! For 
Dr. Mutulu Shakur! For Leonard Peltier!-For 
Geronimo ji jaga (Pratt)! For Ray Luc 
Levasseur! For Susan Rosenberg! For Joelle 
Aubron! For Standing Deer! For Marilyn 
Buck! For Linda Evans! For Tim Blunk! For 
Tom Manning! For Dylcia Pagan! For each 
and for all — Freedom! 


Mumia Abu Jamal, 
August 20, 1995 


The campaign 
to free Mumia 
Abu Jamal has 
moved into 
another phase. 
As Abu Jamal 
says, it was a 
huge victory to 
force Sabo to 
-back off { from the 
ONORE 
tion date of 
August 17, 1995. 
But it is a transi- 
tory victory. The 
decision as to 
whether Abu 
Jamal should be 
granted a new 
trial is now up to 
the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court. 
(See addresses 
and ` telephone 
numbers below.) 
The task now is 
to keep up the 
momentum that 
- had been build- 
ing all summer. It 
will be a political 
decision as to 


more apparent that the First Nations aren’t 
going away. The liberal veneer is wearing 
off, and the police and rightwing vigilantes 
are picking up their guns. 


_ While all people are affected by policies © 


and politics of transnational corporate 
interests, i.e. the various trade agreements 
such as the North American Free Trade 
Agreement, it is primarily indigenous peo- 
ples living on unceded territory with 
approximately 45% to 50% of untapped 
resources who are most affected. The corpo- 
rations are increasingly unwilling to wait 
for land claims agreements, and with a few 
major exceptions, the provincial and federal 
governments have little inclination to 
resolve them. 


To further paraphrase Dacajawea, the 
various land claims and treaty commissions 
are there to put on the so-called face of 
legitimacy in making treaties to try to 
quickly usurp our lands with collaborators 
selling us out and destroying the inherent 
right of the future generations to their land. 


whether or not Abu Jamal dies for allegedly 
killing a Philadelphia cop. And it is a politi- 
cal decision that we can't afford to lose. As 
the experience with the Leonard Peltier 
campaign shows, in a negative way, wide- 
spread support and awareness can easily be 
lost, forcing supporters to begin all over 
again to build support. And Peltier remains 
in prison in spite of the fact that hundreds of 
thousands of people in North America have 
at one point in time or another, done some- 


thing for the campaign, even if only signing 


a petition. We can't let this happen again. 


The campaign in Toronto, after a slow 
start, really picked up. As elsewhere, sup- 
port for Mumia was very broad, with the 
organizing work being done primarily by 
Anti Racist Action, OutBreak (Arm The 
Spirit), the Partisan Defense Committee, the 
African Liberation Month Coalition and 
ourselves. If anyone in Toronto or elsewhere 
in Ontario wants to help keep the momen- 
tum going by holding an information night, 


- speakers and videos are available. Please 


contact us: 


Prison News Service 
P.O. Box 5052, Stn A 
Toronto, Ont M5W 1W4 
or call 


Partisan Defense Committee, at: (416) 593-4138 


Please go to page 16 for a review of 


Abu Jamal’s book, Live From Death Row. 




















“We've been taking it for too long, and it is 
time to change that cycle, as prophesized. 
Now is the time to create the greatest Pan- 
Indian movement that has been known 
throughout the western hemisphere. It has 
been prophesized that in.the last days all 
nations would be afforded the right — the 
last chance to enter the Eastern Door and 
accept the es Law. This is the time we're 
upon now.” 


That is what Gustafsen Lake was all 
about. Gustafsen Lake was a wake-up call 
“because there are things happening, and 
only those that practice ceremony and ritual 
— which allows one to tap the veils 
between this world and the next and to 
understand the origins and realities of the 


prophecies — can begin to understand the 


time and the epic that we are in. And that 
We are getting ready to close one world and 
begin another world ... And for those that 
don’t accept the Ca s law ... which is 
the highest natural law ... it’s not going to 
be a good time ahead.” 


Prison News Service 


Sabo denies 
new trial 

On September 11,.1995, Philadelphia 
Common Pleas Court Judge Albert Sabo 
denied Mumia Abu-Jamal's appeal for a 
new trial sparking protests by supporters 
around the world. Attorney Leonard 
Weinglass presented incontrovertible evi- 
dence in support of the 19 constitutional 


violations raised in Mumia Abu-Jamal's 
400-page Post Conviction Relief 





Application (PCRA), while also arguing 
that Mumia was framed by the police and 


the prosecution. Substantive issues not 
addressed by the court included suppres- 
sion of evidence, ineffective assistance of 
counsel, and inadequate funds for investi- 

gation and expert testimony. | 


At a press conference in Philadelphia on 
September 16, Pam Africa of International 
Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia 
Abu-Jamal said "Sabo's decision comes as 
no surprise. His ruling may be legal, but 
that doesn't make it right. As with all his 
actions in this case, this ruling will only fuel 
people around the world to speak out for 
What is right — that is, a new trial for — 
Mumia!" ; 


"The revelations about the rampant 
Philadelphia police corruption exposed in 
recent weeks have only bolstered Mumia's 
substantiated claims that police intimida- 
tion silenced witnesses who said Mumia 
was innocent and forced others to finger 
him,’ comments Jane Henderson, co-coordi- 
nator of Equal Justice USA. "Sabo's dis- 
missal of each and every-claim Mumia has 
raised further demonstrates his pro-police 
bias.’ A former Philadelphia County under- 
sheriff, Sabo has sentenced twice as many 
people to death (32 total) than any other 
judge in the country — all but two of whom 
are people of color. 11 of his-di Snag, 
cases have been reversed on appeal. | 






Put pressure on... 


These are the Judges to USS SERES i 


Chief Justice Robert Nix 

Pennsylvania Supreme Court Widener Bidng 
500 One South Penn Sq. 

Philadelphia PA 19107 

phone: 215-560-3071 / fax: 215-580- 3070 
Justice Ralph Cappy Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court 

3130 One Oxford Center Grant St. 


_ Pittsburgh PA 15219 


phone: 412-565-2700 / fax: 412-565-2703 
For more information: 


Int'l Concerned Friends and Family of Mumia 
Abu-Jamal 

PO Box 19709 Philadelphia PA 19143 

phone: 215-476-8812 

Equal Justice USA 

PO Box 5206 

Hyattsville MD 20722 

phone: 215-476-0042 


To send greetings of solidarity or dona- 


| tions, to the Aazhoodena people, write: 


Stoney Point Community Trust Fund 
c/o Caroline George 
15 King St E. P.O. Box 144 
Forest, Ont 
NON 1J0 
Donations can also be deposited i in any 
branch of the Toronto Dominion Bank, 
Branch # 24282-004, account # 329, or 314. 


For more information, (and send a dollar 
or two to help cover costs), write: 


Canadian Alliance in Solidarity with Native 
People i 

Box 574, Stn P 

Toronto, Ont M5S 2T1 


by Jim Campbell and Lisa Kelly 


Thanks to all the people whose informaton 
we drew on for the purposes of this article. 








ee ee ee ee eee ee en, ee eee ew errr 


Prison News Service 


September-October 1995 





Page 3 





inquiry at Prison for 


Many people have seen the video on T.V. 
of women prisoners being strip searched 


-and brutalized by the all male team of 


guards looking like a SWAT team. They are 
the Institutional Emergency Response Team 


. (IERT) and they were called into the Prison 


for Women (P4W) on April 26, 1994. 


In April of 1995, after a public outcry at 
the brutality obvious on the video, the 
Solicitor General of Canada announced that 
an independent inquiry into the strip search 
and surrounding events would be held and 
that it would be headed by Madame Justice 
Louise Arbour. The Commission of Inquiry 
began on August 9 for three days, and it 
was shown extensively on T.V. Justice 


_ Arbour’s lawyer, Tricia Jackson, questioned 


Irving Kulik, Deputy Commissioner of 
Correction Services of Canada (CSC) and 
the present warden of the prison, Therese 
LeBlanc. Then those two CSC officials were 
cross-examined by lawyers for the prison- 
ers, for the guards, for the Canadian 
Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies 
(CAEFS) and others. 


So far, the issues brought up in the 
ingairy seem to be: 


e Cross-gender staffing: CSC is planning 


to hire male guards for the new (smaller) ` 
women’s prisons which are about to be - 


opened.This is against CSC’s own policy 
document Creating Choices, against the 
UN rules on the treatment of prisoners, 
and the Charter which allows for affir- 
mative action hiring. Having males 
‘working in the living areas will trigger 
who have already been 
y men in authority, causing 
ese women to act out es and be 
called more violent. — 






e CSC and media labelling the women 
- prisoners as violent: They say a guard 
was stabbed, yet no needle was ever 
found! They say nearly 25% of women in 
P4W are serving life sentences for mur- 
der or manslaughter, which is double the 
rate for men — yet the women were pro- 
tecting themselves or someone else. They 
have committed very little predatory vio- 
lence. The labelling of these women as 
violent is ignoring the abuse and racism 
these women suffered as young people. 


e Racism: As women are called violent 
when we fight back against violence, so 
women protesting racism are labelled 
violent. Many of these women are 
Aboriginal, yet their sacred articles were 
trashed, and they were called racist 
names by the guards. 


e Lesbianism a “criminogenic factor:” It is 
as if these women’s sexual orientation 
made them act in such a way that the 
prison warden was forced to call the 
Emergency Response Team! This is 


blaming lesbianism instead of blaming 


the terrible conditions that the women 
were protesting against. 


_¢ Lack of proper training of guards: The 


programs offered by the CSC do not 
include education against homophobia, 
or working with women prisoners as a 
special group, or sufficient cultural 
awareness of First Nations women or 
women of colour. 


The second phase of the Inquiry 
resumed on September 5th and will contin- 
ue to the end of December, 1995. The report 
from the Commission is due at the end of 


~. March, 1996. Justice Arbour has gathered 


information relating to the strip search by 


-institution so their fellow 


the IERT and next she will look at the poli- 
cies for the new prisons. These prisons are 
opening soon. (eg., Kitchener will open in 
January “96, and prisoners will arrive there 
in April.) 

We demand that the women who were 
strip searched, receive at least an apology 
and compensation — but also that the new 
prisons be genuinely rehabilitative and not 
punitive places; even though of course we 
would rather see women not imprisoned at 
all but offered appropriate community ser- 
vices and jobs to enable them-to take care of 
their children (many are mothers, mostly 
sole-support). 


It is frightening to look at the CSC’s plans 


for the new prisons. They are building 


“Enhanced Security Units,” another name 
for Special Handling Units which are high 
tech segregation; and they’re 

also going to be moving ! 
women from one prison to } 
another, a practice of shifting 
activists from institution to 





prisoners and their families 
and friends lose touch with 
them. 


In order to provide ongo- 
ing support for the women 
in Canadian prisons, we are 
trying to ensure that as 
many people know about 
this Commission as possible. 
We are hopeful that the find- 
ings of Justice Arbour will be 
positive, in which case many 
groups and individuals will 
be able to pressure the 
Solicitor General to imple- 
ment them. If, however, the 
findings need criticism, we 
will be ready to speak out. 


From now until the end 
of December “95, we are hop- 
ing that you as an individual 


or a member of a group will watch the news 
media and convey your concerns to Justice 
Arbour regarding policies for incarcerated 
women. Use the above list of concerns as a 
guide, make your own, or contact us for 
further information. 


Watch the inquiry on T.V. and write: 


The Honourable Louise Arbour 
Commission.of Inquiry 
. Canada. Trust Building 
110 Yonge’St. Ste 1502 
Toronto Ont M5C 1T4 | 


Contact us for a package of information 
and let us know you’re working on this so 
we can keep in touch for the March “96 
release of Justice Arbour’s report. 


Prisoners’ Justice Day Committee 
100 Bain Ave. 22 Lindens 
Toronto Ont M4K 1E8 
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Lee: 

Thank you for your letter and invitation 
to submit something re: PAW Inquiry and 
the transition to the new institutions. I 
whole heartedly agree with you that this is 






an important opportunity to inform and 


educate people about C.S.C. (Correctional 
Service of Canada) and the unique situation 
women at P4W find themselves in. The 
daily proceedings are being broadcast on 
CPAC in the evening hours and on week- 


_ends. Locally, Channel 13, Cablenet in 


Kingston has broadcast them live. 
Unfortunately, | have no information 
regarding coverage in other provinces or 
the U.S. I strongly recommend that anyone 
dealing with or involved with CSC in some 
form pay attention. It is truly a unique 


learning experience for most and I have 


found the information I have received, even 
at this early stage to reinforce and confirm 
my beliefs and experiences with CSC in 
various institutions through the last twenty 
years or so. | am watching every day and 
taking notes. 


My position of living not only in Paw at 
present but especially on the infamous "B" 
Range has caused me considerable emotion- 
al involvement. There-are still four of the 
“extracted eight" left on this range — one 
woman having been transferred to Burnaby, 
B.C. and three others released to the street. I 
feel these women should have the respect of 
telling their own stories. It is a matter of "the 
inmate code", so described and so evident 
by Ms Twins' testimony Sept. 5-8 recently. I 
therefore cannot in good conscience, discuss 
any knowledge received because of my 
friendships with these women. We are only 
15-18 women on this range at any given 
moment and although it is only my opinion 
and not, at this point a proven fact, I believe 
the underlying reason for being placed here 
is Our solidarity and adherence to the above 
mentioned "inmate code 


== Sti Seo 





I have contemplated writing an article 
discussing other matters and opinions I 
hold regarding our situation then (time of 


— incident) and still now without comment- 


ing on the incident of the "extracted eight". 
This slant has. caused me a week of strug- 
gling to separate my feelings from my 
thoughts and opinions, an exercise that 


proved futile. 1 am not convinced this © 


would have been worthwhile for your read- 
ers nor myself. . 


There is also the fact that there is a publi- 
cation ban requested by "our attorney” from 
us, the population, to not discuss or reveal 
anything that has not yet been stated or 
brought in as evidence at the inquiry. It is a 
legal strategy and understanding the rea- 
sons, | must adhere to this request. Once 
again, I cannot in good conscience ignore 
this point. 


In conclusion, on. this mater, I would 
give you permission to print this letter 
and/or parts of it at your discretion, should 
you deem it to be informative. 


Also, as ĮI stated previously, I am watch- 
ing and taking notes on the testimony for 
future reference. I anticipate compiling these 
notes with my own knowledge and beliefs to 
form credible opinions. I would be pleased 


to elaborate at the proper time. You can 


expect to hear from me on this subject soon. 


Concerning the transfers to the new pris- 
ons, I am heading for Joliette, Quebec, as I 
am originally from Montreal. I have volun- 
tarily joined a sub-committee on that facility 
and to date, we have not had one meeting. 


I was involved in the decision in 1988 to 
close P4W. I have watched and lived this 
transition since then. My opinions and feel- 
ings regarding this issue have been the 
topic of submissions to various organiza- 
tions, newsletters and other forms of litera- 
ture. I will be able to provide an article for 
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| the next issue. TE will give me a chance to 


catch up on the latest developments. I will 
say one thing at this time and it applies to 
this issue and just about every issue con- 
cerning CSC. There is always and consis- 
tently a communication problem! We, the 
prisoners affected are usually the last to 
know. (Smile.) 


And, finally, to my brothers and sisters in 


the struggle, I thank you for your articles, 


letters and some personal mail I have 


_received supporting my sisters and myself 
through this difficult time. A time so diffi- 


cult due to the’ blatant and evident abuse. 


~ suffered by my sisters that can be seen by 


watching the video tape (of the extraction.) 
And, moreover, it continues. Listening to the 
testimony, watching the news, viewing the 
tape brings us emotionally back to a place of - 
degradation, disrespect and fear. It has not 
ended for most of us — it goes on. eo 


In solidarity. In the struggle 


Gail Stoddart 
Box 515 P4W - B Range 


Kingston, Ont K7L 4W7 





Seeking redress for hundreds of 
women imprisoned under old law 


Section 15 of the Female Refuges Act of 
Ontario, in effect from 1919 to 1958, 
removed all civil liberties from women 
between the ages of fifteen and thirty-five. 
A woman could be seized by a police offi- 
cer and brought before a police magistrate 
on the complaint of “any person” — a pass- 
er-by, her husband, neighbour. The charge 
meted out by the magistrate was “incorrigi- 
ble” — not an offence under the Criminal 
Code. A woman could be sentenced to two 
years in an industrial refuge (a reformatory 
operated by Roman Catholic nuns and 
Protestant church women), in a closed 
court, without defence. 


The ill-defined charge of “incorrigible” 
levied against women included being an 
habitual drunkard, begging or receiving 
alms, and other vices. Under the Children’s 
Protection Act, children up to sixteen years 
could be charged with being “idle and dis- 
solute” and be sentenced by a Juvenile 
Court judge in a Juvenile and Family Court. 


Section 17 of the Female Refuges Act, 
under which I was seized, allowed a parent 
to declare a daughter, up to twenty-one 
years old, unmanageable and incorrigible. I 
was eighteen years old in 1939 when arrest- 
ed at the request of my father. I had left 


home to marry a Chinese man. We didn’t 
get married on time and I was apprehend- 
ed and sentenced to one year (a lesser sen- 
tence than others due to my mother’s per- 


_ suasion) in the Belmont Home, Toronto 


Industrial Refuge. My offence is recorded 
as living with this man “as his wife.” 


J am intending to petition the Ontario 
Cabinet for an apology for myself and all 
other women unjustly sentenced under the 
Female Refuges Act. There is a 30-year 
Statute of Limitations, however, there 
should be an official public recognition that 
limitation periods should not apply over all 
matters, that some exceptional matters of 
grave public concern ought to be dealt with 
regardless of such administrative legal 
rules. 


Į am asking that the Minister acknowl- 
edge the error and couple this with a decla- 
ration concerning the racism and sexism 
that cause the machinery of justice to rot 
and break down. Lurid headlines again 
proclaim war on sex trade females while 
the dragnet extends to restrict any woman 
or child suspected of non-conformity. 


by Valma Demerson 


For more information please write c/o P.N.S 
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In Pennsylvania life 


means life 


There are no fewer than 2,800 men, 
women and children currently serving 
terms of life-imprisonment within 
Pennsylvania prisons. Despite the Com- 
monwealth’s pride at having heralded itself 
as a “You've got a friend in Pennsylvania” 
state, none of these prisoners have been nor 
will become eligible for parole. As in only 
two other states (South Dakota and 
Louisiana), Pennsylvania means just that ... 
Life. 

Avenues to freedom for lifers are limited 
to three options — judicial appeals, execu- 
tive clemency, and death. With appeals 
being what they are and an extinct commu- 
tation process, lifers in Pennsylvania are six 
times more likely to die in prison than to be 
released. 


Most defendants convicted of murder in 
Pennsylvania were between 17 and 25 years 
of age. (Many of these youths were 
involved in gang warfare, heat-of passion 
or alcohol/drug related crimes.) They are 
not career criminals. 


When these people were sentenced, the 
legislators, courts, Board of Pardons, and 
Governor told them: “You will spend the 
remainder of your natural life in prison 
until you die. We don’t care if you change 
or make yourself a better person. There is 
no forgiveness. No hope!” 3 


For decades, the Pennsylvania General 
Assembly has failed to hear the cries and 
pleas of lifers’ families, friends and support- 
ers. 

“A society that does not provide forgive- 
ness or hope of freedom for its citizens 
needs moral justice reform,” says Lois 
Williamson, Executive Director of PA. 


Dozer Notes 


After a very difficult summer, and facing 
ever increasing costs for printing and 
postage, PNS has had to make the difficult 
decision to miss the November-December 
issue, and then, for at least 1996 to come out 
only four times, rather than 5 times a year. 
On a financial level there is simply not 
enough money to pay for the next issue. We 
keep our expenses to a bare minimum, 
postage, printing, a few supplies and com- 
puter equipment, that is it. But our costs 
continue to climb. They’ve gone up by 
nearly 50% over the last year. We now have 
over 2500 American prisoners on our mail- 
ing list, and we know that there isn’t much 
excess money to tap into there. We are dis- 
tributing close to 1000 copies of the paper 
for free locally. It is read and appreciated. 
We think it is better to get copies out to be 
read, even if it means getting little back for 
them, than it is to set up a more complicat- 
ed system in order to sell a few copies 
which wouldn’t necessarily get to those we 
want to reach. 


Money is a problem, no doubt. It doesn’t 
help that those of us who work are doing 
more work for less money, so there is simply 
less surplus that we can divert from our 
paychecks. But still we think that with some 
work, and offers of support from others in 


our wider community, we can continue to 


get by. We’d certainly appreciate anything 
that our readers, prisoner or not, could send 
Our way. (We can now make use of 
American stamps.) And once we have basic 
costs secured, then any extra income would 
mean either more pages in each issue, or 
else going back to five issues a year. 


This is a tactical retreat in the sense that 
it will enable us to solidify ourselves in 
order to ensure that we can continue on 
with our work. It has been a very heavy 
year politically in Toronto. | was going to 
go into some detail about all the negative 
and positive political things that have hap- 
pened this year, but there have been so 
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CURE (Citizens United for the 
Rehabilitation of Errants.) “We need solu- 
tions...a healing process.” | 


Dr. Thomas Bernard, Chairman of the ` 


Administration of Justice at Penn State 
University, met with members of the 
Pennsylvania Lifers’ Association (PLA) in 
1994 to discuss parole options for lifers. 
“The legislators should be aware of victim's 
rights,” says Dr. Bernard. “They also need 
to be more aware of human rights, especial- 
ly prisoners who are sentenced to life- 
imprisonment. Lifers are people and we 


must provide them with hope, the hope ` 


that they will one day return to society as 
productive, successful citizens. 


Pursuant to the Pennsylvania Consoli- 
dated Statutes Annotated, a court must sen- 
tence a person convicted of first or second 
degree murder by arson to life-imprisonment 
without parole [18 Pa. C.S.C. § 3301 (b)]. 
However, others convicted of first or second 
degree murder “shall” be sentenced to life- 
imprisonment [§1102]. Despite the clear and 
concise distinction, with impunity judges 
continue to convolute these statutes by con- 


_ demning all convicted of first and second 
_ degree murder to life-imprisonment without 


parole, the PLA had entreated the 
Pennsylvania Commission On Sentencing to 
review this matter. To date, there has been 
little official interest or response. This valid 
issue should be addressed by the ACLU and 
other criminal justice reform groups. 


As lifers struggle for legislative enact- 
ment of parole consideration for life-sen- 
tenced prisoners, 100-150 additional illegal 
sentenced of life-imprisonment without 
parole will be imposed each year. 





es =x ara uea See 
Cece de a ee oe: petra = 





= many that it would take too mu 
do anything more than to just list them. But 


with one Native man already dead (see 
page 1), and the batons of the riot police 
already bloody from beating demonstra- 
tors, it is clear that class war has come to 
Ontario with the election of a very reac- 
tionary Conservative government in June. 
Every vulnerable group in the province, 
including prisoners and those dependent 
on legal aid, is being targeted. Although 
PNS as a project isn’t directly threatened, 
we're all vulnerable economically and 
socially. And we, along with many others, 
are not going to let the reactionaries trans- 
form Ontario into a place where the middle 
class and rich are served by the state, while 
the poor and marginal are policed and con- 
trolled. The new government will discover 
that class struggle can cut both ways. 


MAILING ERROR for the last issue: A sim- 
ple clerical error that should have been 
caught resulted in the prisoner number 
being left off the labels for 2nd class mailing 
into the U.S. for issue #51. Some prisons 
simply refused to deliver the papers, 
though a surprising number did get 
through. (I never thought we'd be in a posi- 
tion of thanking prison mailrooms.) This 
screwup was very depressing since it 
reflected how burntout we were when we 
produced #51. We apologize to everyone 
who didn’t get it and promise to not let it 
happen again. 


Changes: 





There will be no 
November-December 
issue. 
Only four issues in 1996 


Reasons: | 
Money is short 
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_ Pennsylvania taxpayers will waste $54 mil- 


lion dollars to incarcerate these 2,800 lifers 
in 1995; appropriations must increase each 
fiscal year. 


Prior to his recent legislation, Joseph D. 
Lehman, Pennsylvania Corrections Com- 
missioner, told USA Today: “We are using 
prisons as a solution for everything ... it 


does not work ... my state had a 171% 


growth in the prison population in the 
1980s ... you cannot explain that by our 6% 
growth in the crime rate.” He blames the 
prison boom in Pennsylvania on politicians 
who play on the public’s fear of crime. 
Apparently, an obstinate General Assembly 
and stiff-necked new Governor was too 
much for Mr. Lehman. 


During his 1994 campaign, Governor 
Thomas Ridge, a career politician played on 
the fear of Pennsylvania’s constituents. He, 
like so many others, employed the all-too- 
familiar “Let’s get tough on crime” sound- 
bite to appeal to the public. 


In October 1994, Reginald McFadden, 
recipient of the rare commutation of a life- 
sentence, ([clemency which was facilitated 
by McFadden’s serving as a snitch for the 
state on two occasions — one a prison slay- 
ing and the other the infamous Camp Hill 
riots) was accused of a New York homicide 
and rape. Ridge’s campaign fed off of this 
scenario, running ads suggesting that his 
opponent who had recommended that 
McFadden be commuted, was in favor of 
releasing “murderers.” Ridge’s deceptive 


play-on-words were uncalled for and 


proved to many that he is not partial to 
human rights. 


_ If a person sentenced to life-imprison- 
ment has rehabilitated himself/herself and 
no longer poses as a threat to society, then 
that lifer should be eligible for parole. There 
are many lifers in Pennsylvania’s prisons 
who have demonstrated positive changes in 
their lives and are hoping that one day they 
may redeem themselves. They are not “ani- 
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ter-writing. | owe letters to many prisoners 
with whom I regularly correspond. fam 
hoping to get‘lots written during our break. 
We currently get over 3,000 letters a year, 
and try to answer as many as possible since 
it is a crucial way to ensure that we remain 
a grassroots paper. So please be patient. 


LEGAL MATTERS: The only legal problem 
that we can take on from American prison- 
ers is from those who are having problems 
getting PNS. We would love to do more, 


‘particularly from those who want to chal- 


lenge the legality of their trials. But we 
don’t know American law, and don’t have 
the resources to help. We don’t mind read- 


ing about your situation, it is just that we. 


can’t do anything to help out. 


.. AMERICAN STAMPS: We are now in a posi- 
tion to make use of American postage 
stamps. We realize that for many prisoners 
stamps are in short supply, but if you have 
some extra and want to help us out, this is 
one way to do so. 


PRISONER SUBS: We will continue to send. 


letters to prisoners once every six issues for 
confirmation that they still wish to remain 
on our mailing list. We update the list every 
time we hear from a prisoner, so if you are 
in regular contact, you will be okay. Check 


the number at the top left hand corner of the 


mailing label to see the relevant issue num- 
ber. If it is “46”, you probably got a letter 
recently and we need to hear from you. If it 
is “47” then you'll be getting a letter some 
time later in the fall. This helps keep our 
mailing list cleaned up and saves us money. 
We appreciate any prisoner who lets us 
know that they are about to be released. 


NON-PRISONER SUBS: Our sub prices will 


remain at $10 for 6 issues. But if this is too 
much, then just let us know, and send what 
you can. We know money is real tight for 
most people who are supportive of prison- 
ers. So send whatever you can afford. 


Thanks 
Jim Campbell 





Prison News Service 


mals” or “criminal-minded” as pontificat- 
ing politicians portray them. 

It is vital that lifers in Pennsylvania pur- 
sue a solution to this dilemma in the state 


- and federal courts. Meanwhile, the General 
Assembly, as well as the Commission on 


Sentencing, is urged to find a solution for 
life-sentenced prisoners. 


James Paluch, Jr. BQ 3769 
1100 Pike St SCI Huntingdon 
Huntingdon, PA 16654-1112 


Anyone interested in learning more 


about Pennsylvania lifers and their struggle 
_ for parole should contact: | 


Pennsylvania Lifers’ Assoc. 
1100 Pike St. SCI Huntingdon 
Huntingdon, PA 6654-1112 
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bimonthly, except for July/ Augustedt 
is edited by the Bulldozer collective ; 
and published by PSC Publishers. All | 
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Prison News Service 
P.O. Box 5052, Stn A 
Toronto, Ont 


Canada M5W 1W4 


Subscriptions: 

Non-prisoners — $10.00/6 issues. 
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Daisy Jane Benson was subjected to forced 


Getting high in jail- 
Legal vs illegal drugs 


those in custody and those who are 


drugging while she was a pre-trial detainee as | parolled; and survivors and/or those who 


well as during the trial itself. For eight years she 
has been trying to get the issue raised. 
According to her newsletter (August/September 
1995), there has not yet been a ruling in her case 
which is now pending before the U.S. District 
Court in San Francisco. 


From her newsletter: 


.. (T)he original, un-purged Lake 


County medical records clearly reveal that a 


nurse gave me a cup of pills and told me to 
take them. And, every day thereafter, the 
Lake County jail officers delivered to me 


_ cups filled with mind-altering drugs. 


I was not sick or ill. I did not ask for 
medication. I did not see a doctor until 


eight months after I was given the first cup. 


of pills. I signed no informed consent form, 
nor was | offered a consent form. I never 
gave consent for anyone to give me medica- 
tions (drugs) in jail! 


[am asking for your help in doing a sur- 
vey of men and women across the U.S.; 








witnessed drugging in jail of those awaiting 
trial or plea bargains. 


Due Process Rights 


Every person accused of a crime has the _ 


right to due process of the law. If you are 
under the effects of mind-altering drugs 
and are not able to understand the court 
proceedings, and/or not able to communi- 
cate with your attorney; and you are not 
able to defend yourself from the charges 
because of drugs that are being given to you 
~. then you are being denied Due Process of 
the law. 


In doing this survey it is not necessary to 
reveal the crime for which you were charged 
unless you choose to reveal that fact. 


Information requested for the survey is 
as follows: 


1. The day/night you were arrested; 
were you on prescribed mind-altering psy- 
chiatric medications? 


2. After your request did you request to 
see a doctor? 


3. After your arrest were you given any 
medications? 


4. While in jail, awaiting trial or in trial, 
did you take medications? 


Please Note: The addresses I have given 
you on the enclosed survey form are not 
lawyers or legal help. They are individuals 
who care that this has happened to you. 
They are gathering information on psychi- 
atric drugs given in jail only! ə 


Daisy Jane Benson W-28860 
Miller B CA Prison for Women 
Frontera, CA 91720 


Survey 


Can you answer “Yes” to any of the fol- 
lowing questions? 


1. Did you swallow, or were you injected - 


with, any kind of drug (medication) after 
you were taken into custody by the 
police, through the time you were sen- 
tenced for your current commitment? 

2. Was this a “mind-altering” drug? Did it 
make you feel different from the way 
you normally feel? 


3. Was this drug given to you before or 
without your signing a written “Informed 


Consent” form? 


4. Was this drug(s) given to you by a med- 
ical doctor or psychiatrist? 


5. Before being arrested, were you taking 
these same medications, or just after you 
were arrested? . 


If you answered yes to any of the above 
questions, please write to the two addresses 
below and state who you are, what State 
and County you are from, and what drug(s) 
were administered to you in jail. 


It is illegal to take a defendant to court 


under the effects of mind-altering drugs 
without Due Process of U.S. and State laws. 


Write: 

B. Buechler 

825 Battery Street, Ist Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94111 


or 


B. Yaley 
1606 Milvia Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94709 


Please copy this and circulate it in your 
own neighbourhood, church, workplace, 
bulletin boards, etc. 


Thank you for your help and participa- 
tion in this survey. 











As members of the Chile Canada 
Information Committee, we express our 
concern over the continuing systematic vio- 
lation of Human Rights in Chile. 


agi a now been five years of transi- 
tionet6 democracy in our country, and polliti- 


“cal prisoners who opposed the Pinochet dic- 


tatorship are still being held in prison, 


¿despite the protest and indignation of the 
democratic elements of Chilean society. 


The Rettig Report on Human Rights is 
ing dust on the library shelves. The 
cry for and Justice has led from an old 
sorrow to a neWsand uncertain one, along a 


path imposed by those.who took the gov- 
ernment through a bloody coup d'etat in 
1973. In the midst of this so-called democra- 
cy, the bodies of the dictatorship's victims 
are exhumed, and legal proceedings started 
against the violators of Human Rights. 


| 


| 


| 


with greater technicaland humar resources == 


| 
| 
| 





some have been condemned; most went 
free through legal technicalities or through 
the application of the Amnesty Law, which 
exonerates the military from prosecution. 
While those guilty of Human Rights viola- 
tions walk freely in the streets, the new 


“political prisoners, those arrested under the 
“democratic” regime, are being tortured and | 


murdered by police forces, now endowed 





with which to carry out repression. 


More than 1,500 Chileans are in hiding 
and/or sought by Military Courts. The 
Civil Rights of ex-political prisoners who 
remained in Chile have been denied in per- 
petuity. Men and women political prisoners 
are raped, both in jails and at police 
precincts. More than 70 left-wing political 
prisoners have been tortured, and 55 have 
been killed, during these years of "democra- 
tic transition”. More than 700,000 young 
people have been 
arrested on suspi- 
don- in low- 
income neighbour- 
hoods, The new 
political prisoners 
are being denied 
political status. 
The government 
calls them "terror- 


quents’. Some 
have been threat- 
ened with the 
death penalty. 


There are 18 
women political 
prisoners in the 
men's jail at San 
Miguel, living in 
sub-human condi- 
tions and without 
adequate medical 
attention, some of 
them with. their 
young children. 
Political prisoners 
have been moved 
to a new High 
security Jail, 
Where they can no 
longer have any 
physical contact 
with their families, 
since visits are 
conducted from 


ists’ and "delin-. 





Political Prisoners and continued 
repression in Chile 


behind glass windows. They have been held 
in reduced spaces, denied the right to work 
or to exercise, to have access to a rehabilita- 
tion program, or to continue their communi- 
ty activities with other political prisoners. 


These measures, as well as threats 
against prisoners, are arbitrarily and irregu- 
larly implemented, and their objective is to 
-break the prisoner's personality and psy- 
chological health. In January of this year, 
the Chilean Senate and the. Chamber of 
Congress approved the construction of a 
special jail for members of the military who 
could be condemned for Human Rights 
violations. This double standard attempts 
to legitimize the impunity of State terror- 
ism. New laws have been passed that legal- 
ize the violent searching of homes, arbitrary 
arrest and torture. Chilean society lives 
caught in fear and threats. The pseudo- 
democratic government shares its power 
and authority with the intellectual and 
material authors of the genocide our people 
have suffered for the past 17 years. 


We ask individuals, humanitarian orga- 


nizations, and the press, both Canadian and 
Latin American, to do whatever is neces- 
sary to achieve the following: 


1.That the civil rights of ex-political pris- 
oners be reinstated. 


2. That there be an end to the massive 
violation of human rights that occurs when 
people are arrested on suspicion. That the 
right to the freedom of movement along 
public roadways be preserved. 


3. That the necessary measures be taken 
to resolve the cases of 1,500 Chileans who- 
are still currently sought by the military 
courts. 


4. That the Chilean state reconsider its 
inexplicable position of not signing the 
Inter-American Convention to Pre-vent, 
Punish and Eradicate Violence Against 
Women, approved at the seventh plenary 
session of the Organization of American 
States in June 1994. 


5. That measures be taken to stop and 
eradicate sexual violence against both men 
and women political prisoners by police in 
places of detention. 


We reject in all possible ways the term, 
‘terrorist delinquents”, which the govern- 
ment has tried to apply to political prison- 
ers. We reiterate our demand that political 
prisoners be regarded as such, and that 


therefore they may benefit from all protec- 
tive measures established on their behalf by 


the international treaties to which Chile is 


signatory. 


Chile Canada Information Committee, August 
1995 


This statement was read out at Prisoners 
Justice Day in Toronto. 


Prisoners Justice 


Day — 1995 





__ Prisoners. Justice Day (PJD - August- 
10th) was once again marked by fasts 
and work stoppages on the inside, and 
vigils and support rallies on the out- 
side across Canada. The first PJD 
occurred 20 years ago in 1975 when 
prisoners in Millhaven commemorated 
the death of Eddie Nalon by neglect 
after a suicide attempt by fasting for 24 
hours. PJD became an occasion to 
remember all those who have died 
while imprisoned from unnatural caus- 
es, neglect, suicide or murder. It has 
become an important way for prison- ` 
ers’ rights activists on the outside to 
raise relevant issues in a public forum. 
Over the last few years, it has spread to 
the U.K., US., and this year, Chile. 


n Toronto, events included a press 
conference, a 20 hour vigil on the steps 
of the Old City Hall court house and an 
event. in the evening at Holy Trinity 
Church. The vigil went well as we > 
handed out hundreds of leaflets to peo- 
ple on their way into the court house. 
We made a lot of good contacts with 
families and friends of prisoners, for- 
mer prisoners and some about to 
become prisoners. | 


As in past years, the local alterna- 
tive radio stations, particularly CKLN, 
provided extensive coverage of prison 
issues during the whole week. Other 
events were held in Hamilton and 
Kingston, Ont., the college station in 
Guelph, Ont. provided special pro- 
gramming that got a positive response 
from prisoners in the Guelph reforma- 
tory. The day was also marked in 
Millhaven, Collins Bay, Warkworth, the 
Don Jail and elsewhere. 


For more information, or is you 
would like to plan something for next 
year, write: 


Prisoners’ Justice Day Committee 
100 Bain Ave. 22 Lindens 
Toronto Ont M4K 1E8 ° 
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Ziyron Yisrayah 





The Indianapolis, Indiana, police 
department made a pre-dawn raid on the 
home of Ajamu Nassor and Ziyon Yisrayah 
on December 11, 1980. The men and women 
in the house were asleep when the police 
kicked in the door and indiscriminately 
started firing and throwing tear gas inside 
of the home, leaving Ziyon Yisrayah 
wounded and Set. Jack Ohrberg of the 
Indianapolis Police Department, dead. 


What concerns us about this case is 
that it was determined at the time that Set. 
Ohrberg had been shot in the back and that 
the bullet that killed him did not come from 
either of the guns within the house. Most 
importantly, when this officer was shot, he 
had been facing Ajamu and Ziyon. The evi- 
dence is clear that this officer was killed by 
someone behind him and only police offi- 
cers were in that position. 


Ajamu Nassor and Ziyon Yisrayah 
both received the death sentence for the 
December 1980 slaying of Police Sgt. Jack 
Ohrberg. The prosecutors and Governor 
Evan Bayh both have publicly acknowl- 
edged and admitted in all the major news- 
papers in this state that Officer Ohrberg 
was in fact shot in the back and that neither 
of the guns found in the house was the 
murder weapon. 


On December 8, 1994, at 12:13 a.m., the 
Indiana Department of Corrections execut- 
ed and pronounced Ajamu Nassor dead. 
Ziyon Yisrayah is now sitting on Death 
Kow fighting for his life and needs your 
support. Now is the time that we must 
unite and act to save his life! 


We are asking all organizations, who | 
are campaigning “against the death penalty, | Saintes 


the New African Independence Movement 
and other organizations fighting for justice, 
to act now to save the life of Ziyon 
Yisrayah. Mail all letters and petitions ask- 
ing for executive clemency to the people 
and organizations below. 


Ziyon Yisrayah is on Death Row for a 
crime, that evidence proves, he did not 
commit, and the prosecutor admits he did 
not commit. Such injustice is frightening 





and massive action is necessary. 


This cycle of violence diminishes all of 
us, especially our children. Violence is evil 
and is unacceptable as a solution to prob- 
lems. It goes against the truth of our 
humanity. Mail all letters and petitions for 
executive clemency to: 


President Bill Clinton 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Washington, DC 20500 

Phone: 202-456-1111 Fax: 202-456-2461 


Governor Evan Bayh 

Office of the Governor 

The State House 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Phone: 317-232-4567 Fax: 317-232-3443 
For More Information contact: 
Human Rights Coalition of Indiana 

508 E. Corby Blvd. 

South Bend, IN 46601 


Khalfani 


Khaldun 





Revolutionary Salutes, 


My name is Khalfani Khaldun, a New 
Afrikan Revolutionary and political prison- 
er of war. As most of you may know, I was 
charged with the murder of a prison Neo- 
kkkolonial pig at the Indiana State Prison. 
For those who are not aware of the situation, 
I will attempt to draw the picture again. 


Some five days after the execution of 
our brother and comrade, Gregory 
Resnover, a.k.a. "Ajamu Nassor" (Long live 
Ajamu and his spirit in our hearts), on 
December 13, 1994, a pig, whose name was 
Phillip Curry, was stabbed twice; once in 
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came aah T was Sea to the IRGA of 


Karl Swihart and Andy Paul where another 


man was present - a Frank Midciff who was 
with the Indiana State Police. They read me 
my rights, | refused to make any state- 
ments, they became irritated and Karl 


Swihart promised he'd get me on this mur- 


der charge if it was the last thing he did. | 
was taken to the prison’s isolation unit over 
the hospital called Hospital Il, where they 
made me strip. 


Direct action in Ohio: 
the people fight back!!! 


In January, 1992, the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons (BOP) announced plans to build a 
federal prison in Columbiana County in 
Ohio. They planned to take over land owned 
and farmed by families for generations. 


The BOP issued false propaganda about 
how they would implement a job pool for 
locals. Local farmers and working folk 
pulled together in a grassroots group to 
oppose the prison. Petitions were gathered 
against the prison, so the BOP, devious as 
they are, gathered their own petitions from 
other counties 1n the area, saying that 80% of 
the population wanted the prison. 


The citizens group hired counsel and a 
public relations firm to combat the BOP. It’s 
not that they were against the building of a 
prison per se, but rather, the confiscating of 
farmland that had been in their families from 
generation to generation. After a protracted 
battle, the BOP partially conceded and 
scaled the project back to 330 acres, from the 
1,800 they had originally planned. The citi- 
zens group is still working to get the BOP to 
back all the way off, utilizing environmental 
law because the site is in a wetland. 


However, the BOP has started to clear the 
land for construction of the prison. During 


— 


the summer, construction was halted, at 


least temporarily, after hundreds of rounds 
of .22 ammunition shells wrapped in foil 
with spikes inserted in the wrapping were 
discovered peppering the construction site. 
Heavy machinery or trucks rolling over 
these homemade mines would have been 
damaged (and maybe a few BOPers as well.) 


This direct action tactic has been used by 
strikers to stop production by scab labor. 
During the coal miners’ strike, spikes bent 
into U-shaped horseshoes were strewn on 
the mining roads to flatten tires of scab 
trucks. Throughout history, these direct 
action tactics have been the most successful 
tools in stopping scab and unfair labor used 
by big money management companies. 


All the petitions, protests and campaigns 
in the world utilized by the working class 
against billion-dollar corporations pale in 
comparison to the simple direct action tech- 
niques when construction or production is 
stopped forcibly, and megabucks are lost 
each day production or construction is halt- 
ed; success is but a hop, skip and jump away, 


Of course, the BOP increased security 
and publicly stated that the ammunition 
was just the work of “prankster vandals,” in 


the teon e once in the head. i was the |. 


ast 


This racist kkkolonial Sgt. named Jeff 
Bachelor took all my clothes and said they 
would be placed in my property. This same 
Sgt. is the one who helped the dying pig to 
the prison hospital and was drenched in the 
pig's blood. His blood stained hands were 
the same hands touching/handling my 
clothes. | 


I was later transferred to the Supermax 
prison at Westville, Indiana. From Dec- 
ember 13, 1994 to January 31, 1995 I was 
under what they call investigation. The 
Indiana state pigs charged me on January 
31, 1995. During the weeks of December 
and January, Neo-kkkolonial and kkkolo- 
nial pig police picketed the prison for better 
safety and the slain pig's family and neigh- 


boring communities called and demanded’ 


Governor Evan Bayh to pressure the inves- 
tigation and charge someone. I was charged 
as a result of outside pressure and the 
demands from the pig's family. The 
Laponte County prosecutor promised to 


seek the death penalty if I'm convicted, the 


pig's sister stated in the Gary Post Tribune, 
"Yeah, I pray he gets the death penalty.” 


Out of the 270 prisoners who were out 
of their cells at the time of this alleged inci- 
dent, only I was kidnapped. Presently we 
are in the early stages. We are seeking a 
change of venue that was filed for on 
6/9/95. It will be denied due to the politi- 
cal ramifications of the case, yet we refuse 
to go down without a fight. Also on 
6/9/95, prosecutor Thomas Polowski filed 
a motion for a search warrant, stipulating 
that I release some DNA samples of blood 
through the orders of the kkkriminal 
kkkourts. After speaking with my attorney, 
he said | would have to submit to the test 
once the kourt order falls through. 


On 7/7/95 at around 10:15 AM, the Sgt. 
controlling the C-pod and two officers came 
to the cell $ occupy gue said a nurse Homer 


ad ac court order st ing he atl W 


— blood. Remembers « my attorney's 


words about the kourt order, | submitted to 
being handcuffed up front and was escorted 


to the nurse's station. She took a purple top | 


lab sample of my blood. I then requested to 


see her order and she said the head doctor, 


Dr. Delsorio, had the paperwork. 


On 7/11/95 I requested to speak with - 


Dr. Delsorio. He stated that Nurse Homer 
had no orders from him to draw blood from 
me or anyone. I then filed a grievance with 


an attempt to downplay the incident. We 
know better. When the first Dutch worker 
threw his wooden clog into the machinery 
of a production line — inventing the tech- 
nique called “sabotage” — big business rec- 
ognized the power, effectiveness and inge- 
nuity of the workers vs. management. All 
the security in the world cannot stop deter- 
mined working class folk reacting to getting 
screwed by the government or big business. 


Ohio is clearing ground for a Super Max 
prison in Youngstown, a few miles away 
from the federal BOP prison. A million and 
a half dollars has been allotted for the first 
phase of laying the foundation for what will 
be a 65 million dollar project. | wonder what 
the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and 
Corrections would do if the foundation 
caved in and all the machinery on the site 
was destroyed? This is what happened to a 
German Super Max after the Red Army 
Fraction bombed and destroyed the com- 
pleted but not yet occupied prison. Needless 
to say, the prisoncrats did not rebuild it. 


We are in times where our politicians are 
using crime and punishment as their politi- 
cal platform — even to stich extremes that 
prisoncrats are decrying rationality in the 
law in this arena. When irrationality is. the 
law, revolutionary tactics are in order. 


Remember Attica! Remember Santa Fe! 
Remember Lucasville! 


A Field Marshall 
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P.O. W.s threatened with death in Indiana 


the board about this and explained the seri- 
ousness of my charge and demanded to 
know the whereabouts of my blood taken — 
on 7/7/95. It's no secret to me what has 
happened. This is all a part of their conspir- 
acy to frame me for a crime Į never commit- 
ted, and have 15 witnesses to place me at 
my assigned cell at that time. 


On 7/12/95 the Superintendent wrote 
me a letter stating that Nurse Homer made 
a mistake and that she was supposed to 
take another offender's blood, not mine, 
and as soon as she realized she made a mis- 
take, she disposed of my blood. It was 
thrown into a bag marked "hazardous" - 
full of discarded needles and it was unsafe 
to try and retrieve it from the bag. This is a 
clear manufactured case by the State to 
secure a conviction. Someone must fall for 
the extermination of the neo-kkkolonialist 
and the State wants it to be me. I need all 
the help I can get. Please call your local - 
newspapers and radio stations, and explain 
to them how the State of Indiana is trying to 
railroad another soldier for the New 
Afrikan movement. If any of you want the 
documentation of these matters just contact 
me or my Freedom Committee 


I would like to shout out to Mumia 
Abu-Jamal who is fighting these settlers for 
his right to live. Keep your head up, my 
beloved comrade in arms, for the people 
shall have our day to call to task those who | 
have wronged us for 400 years. They want - 
to silence you because you're that fire, spir- 
it, strength, and determination our kkkolo- 
nial slave masters fear the most. My spirit 
does a rain dance to the beat of freedom's 
drums for you, my brother. Aluta continua. 
If they come for you this morning, I’m sure 
they'll be here to see me tonight, Long live 
John Africa. 


Free the Land All power to the people 
aiaa de 


s = 


P.O. Box 557 M. EE 
Westville, IN 46391 


Khalfani Khaldun Defense Fund 
P.O. Box 1513 
Gary, IN 46402 


For more information on either case, con- 
tact: 
BCAC 


P.O. Box 93312 
Milwaukee, WI 53203 


Perotti 
hungerstrike 


John Perotti, a long time contributor to 
PNS, recently ended a 70 day hungerstrike. 
Perotti earned the enmity of the Ohio 
prison system years ago by trying to orga- 
nize a union in the prison industries, and 
has continually been subjected to harass- 
ment by his keepers at Lucasville. He has 
been trying to get transferred out-of-state 
since he knows otherwise he will be kept in 
ad seg or a control unit indefinitely. 
Lucasville officials were apparently willing 
to let Perotti die. John decided to eat again 
in spite of their refusal to send him out of 
state. Write to him at: 


John Perotti #167712 
P.O. Box 45699 
Lucasville, OH 45699 
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The women’s crusade for reparations 
and the freedom of our prisoners 


July 1995 


1. Origin: This crusade was proposed to 


N'COBRA — the National Coalition of 
Blacks for Reparations in America — by the 
Provisional Government of the Republic of 
New Afrika (PG-RNA). The overriding 
objective is to “repair” Black people. 


Specifically, the two thrusts are (a) to end 


the dehumanization and waste of Black 
genius and energy which prison represents, 


and (b) to restore — and make — upright ~ 


Black families and communities which are 
more prosperous. 


2. Criteria: The criteria set by the PG- 


RNA were that the Crusade would demand - 


the immediate, unconditional release of all 
Black Liberation Army prisoners and simi- 
lar “prisoners of war” (see note below.) The 
Crusade would demand the release of other 
prisoners who: 


a) are drug free; 
b) have been imprisoned two years or more; 
c) have not committed heinous crimes, and 


d) are determined to pursue constructive 
lives. 


3. Community Freedom Panels: 
However, those who are not prisoners of 
war and who meet the four-part criteria set 
out above, must be reviewed by Community 
Freedom Panels, elected by the community, 
before appearing on release-demand lists. 
These elections should be organized imme- 
diately. 


' 4. Resources for a Better Life: 
Reparations downpayments must be strug- 
gled for and made available to these 
released men and women and other Black 

persons at risk. These reparations are to 

7” divert men and women from the drug econ- 
omy into programs of education, directed by 


maea ee ET nationally for this pur- 


N _ pose, and into pay-as-you-learn jobs orga- 
-mized by Black Construction contractors. 


T e organized professors who have 
made a commitment to conduct such a pro- 
gram through ten; one-billion-dollar cam- 


York; Professor Hannibal Afrik, Chicago; 
Dr. Molefi. Asante, Philadelphia; Dr. Rickey 
Hill, South Carolina; Dr. Mary Hoover, 
Washington, D.C. and Compton, California; 
Dr. Leonard Jeffries, New York; Dr. Mack 
Jones, Atlanta; Professor Marilyn Preston, 
Killingham, Washington, D.C.; Dr. Kofi 
Lomotey, Baton Rouge, Louisiana; Dr. 
Manning Marable, New York; Dr. Tony 
Martin, Wellesley, Massachusetts; Dr. 
Charsee McIntyre, New York; Professor 
Sonia Sanchez, Philadelphia Professor 
Amilcar Shabazz, Houston; Dr. James 
Turner, Ithaca, New York; Dr. Ronald 
Waters, Washington, D.C.; Dr. Conrad 
Worrill, Chicago; Dr. Edward Scobie, New 
York; and Dr. Imari Obadele, Prairie View, 
Texas. Drs, Obadele and Scobie are acting 
chairpersons of a coordinating committee, 
set up at the 1995 N’COBRA Convention. 
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6. Contractors: The leading contractors - 


group working to provide on-the-job, pay- 
as-you-learn opportunities for Our people, 
many of whom are “at risk”, are in Miami’s 
Allied Minority Contractors Associations. 
Major General Kuratibisha X Ali Rashid, a 
Miami painting and roofing contractor and 
an N’COBRA Elders’ Board member, has 
led the effort for the linkage between 
N’COBRA and the contractors. 


7. N’COBRA‘s Commission for Human 
Resources, chaired by National N’COBRA 
Secretary Njere Alghanee of Atlanta, and 
) Bobbie Ramey of Oakland, leads the 
Crusade, with active support within 
N’COBRA from the Economic Develop- 


Love of Detroit and Dr. Imari Obadele of 
_ Prairie View, Texas. 


For more information, contact: Dr. Obadele 
at (504) 357-0851 or (713) 370-8361. 


puses are: Dr. John Henrick Clark, New _ 


ment Commission, co-chaired by Cicero — 


Write to: 


N’COBRA National Office 
P.O. Box 62622 
Washington, D.C. 
20029-2622 

or 

A.M. 31 

PO BOX 75437 

Baton Rouge, LA 70874 
(504) 355-1156 


You can also reach Johnita Scott, 
N’COBRA National Co-chair, and Kalonji 
Olusegun, Treasurer at the above address. 


Hannibal Afrik, National Co-chair 
(Chicago) (312) 568-1243 


Note: Prisoners of War are a definite list of 
persons compiled by the New Afrikan People’s 
Organization and the PG-RNA. Most names are 
found in the “Dedication” (page ii) of the book, 
Reparations Yes!, and on the last page of the pro- 


posed Reparations Act, contained in the same 
book and prepared by Obadele and Attorney 


Chokwe Lumumba (page 75). These prisoners of 
war are distinguished foremost for having been 
accused of engaging in what can clearly be 
interpreted as armed responses to the United 
States ongoing war against Black people. These 
prisoners, including the MOVE prisoners, are 
distinguished by three other characteristics. 


First, some have been in prison (or in exile, 


such as Assata Shakur) for over 20 years. 


Second, all were charged and tried in the us. 
as common criminals, rather than Freedom 
Fighters and prisoners of war, and received no 
semblance of fair trials. 


Third, none has been treated as a prisoner of 
War as required by the Geneva Convention and 


United Nations General Assembly Resolutions 


J 


nial andvalien domin 


2621 (1970) and 3103 (1973). Under the U.N. 
Resolution, “combatants struggling against colo- 





prisoners of war and their treatment should be 
in accordance with the provisions of the Geneva 
Convention.” Said convention prohibits keeping 
prisoners of war in penitentiaries and provides 
for their release to friendly countries. 


Commentary 


“Community Freedom Panels” make up 
the “Black Community Parole Review 
Board” initiative which We (A.M. 31) initiat- 
ed sometime last year. 

The “Criteria” comes from a question 
which was put on a national N’COBRA sur- 


# 


vey in 1994. The survey asked whether the 
respondent would be in favor of Blacks 
being released back into the community if 
they were drug free, had not committed 
heinous crimes, and had been imprisoned 
for two years or more. 87% of the respon- 
dents responded affirmatively to that ques- 
tion. 


There has been some questions as to 
what “heinous” means. We, unfortunately, 
cannot answer that as We would not have 
framed the question that way by virtue of 
Our (A.M. 31) position. Our position is that 
all Blacks held prisoner, regardless of what 
they may have been convicted of, should be 
judged by the Black Community, along with 
other Libertarian* Political Prisoners and 
Prisoners of War. 


We see Black (New Afrikan), Puerto 
Rican, Indigenous Nations and other colo- 
nized peoples as being subjugated under 
the alien and illegal jurisdiction of the u.s. 
empire. Nevertheless, this particular initia- 
tive is principally aimed at those of Us who 
are already under the jurisdiction of the 
empire's criminal justice cyst’m. This is so 
for obvious strategic reasons. 


We see that with a strong, organized 
demand for Our release, from Our people 
and Our friends, we will see the realization 


ration and-racist regimes. 4y = SoS 
| captured as prisoners are to be accorded status of 


of Community Freedom Panels in the near 
future. The Women’s Crusade is an important 
and integral part of this strategy. It, there- 
fore, becomes incumbent upon those of Us 
imprisoned to enlist Our Mothers, Sisters, 
Daughters, Lovers, Cousins, Aunts and 
friends into this Crusade to make it the force 
that it can and must be in order for Us to 


- stem the tide of mass imprisonment, and 


Our dis-repair in general. 


The Sista, Bobbie Ramey, who is co-chair 
of N’COBRA‘s Human Resources Com- 
mission can be reached at: 


Sis. Bobbie Ramey-Clark 
P.O. Box 2882 
Sacramento,;CA 95812 


‘N’COBRA National Co-chairs and the 
National Treasurer can be reached at the 
addresses and phone numbers listed above. 
Dr. Obadele can be reached at A.M. 31’s 
Baton Rouge, LA address (see above). 


* 1 use the term “Libertarian” to distin- 
guish those of Us who struggle for the end 
of White Supremacy and all oppression 
from those who struggle, ostensibly against 
the u.s. but for. White Supremacy in general 
and White male domination in particular. i 
am fully aware that this designation may 
not be sufficient for those who We are 
attempting to cover under its umbrella, but 
until such time as someone comes up with, 


_ or makes Us aware of, a better designation 


We will continue to use it in Our writings. 


Prince Imari Obadele 563888 
Wynne Unit Rte 1 Box 1 


? Huntsville TX 77349 








Repression of 
Muslims at Lucasville 


As most PNS readers will know, 
Lucasville was the site of the Easter 1993 
rebellion sparked by forced TB tests on 
Muslims who rejected the same as viola- 
tions of their religious tenets. 


Since the surrender, 11 days later, the 
state has managed to successfully prosecute 
many prisoners for kidnapping, felonious 
assault, conspiracy to murder, and murder, 
mainly by using inmate collaborators as 
star witnesses. The prisoners involved 
and/or convicted for acts during the upris- 
ing have been subjected to severe retalia- 
tion. A lot of this is directed toward the 
Muslims, since they are thought to be the 
main initiators. 


On September, 1, 1995 we watched as the 
Disturbance Control Team (aka Ninja 
Turtles), 8 or 9 deep, dressed in black and 
wearing body armor and masks entered K4 
cellblock carrying plexiglass shields and 
ganged up in front of three cells, entering 
each individually, and beating, stomping, 
kicking, choking and then carrying out the 
occupants. 


As we watched, one of the prisoners, a 
Muslim named Rakin was marched into K3, 
hands cuffed behind his back, legs shackled, 
and Ninja Turtles holding him on all sides 
until they carried/threw him into cell 58. 
Rakin had cuts on his arms and neck and 
bruises all over his body from the beating. 
Brother Rakin related how he was first told 
he had to move from K4 to K3. Rakin tried 
to explain that he had separations on pris- 


oners there, as well as guards. But the DCT . 


ran in on him, screaming that he was a 
Muslim Son of a Bitch and that this was 


' payback for “Bobbie” (Robert “Bobbie” Val- 


landingham was the guard killed during the 
uprising.) A DCT team member was sup- 


‘posed to be video taping the incident; it is 


alleged that he did not video tape this part. 


This is just one of numerous incidents of 
blatant retaliation at Lucasville since the 
uprising. Most of the other convicted pris- 
oners (such as Rakin) are being held in pris- 
ons other than at Lucasville to avoid these 
very acts of retaliation. All the informants 
who turned state’s witness against the 


Brothers have been sent out of state to serve 


_ their sentences or to be freed. Ohio has 


started building a Super Max in 
Youngstown to hold some of the convicted 
rioters, but it will be three years before it is 
built, if it is ever completed. 


All other states which have had major 
uprisings have always utilized the 
Interstate compact to transfer those prison- 


ers involved in them to other states — to 


avoid the very retaliation. But Ohio refuses 
to do so — except for snitches. So much for 
“Professionalism” as Ohio’s prisoncrats 
profess to subscribe to. _ 


As long as prisoners who participated in 
the uprising are housed at Lucasville, there 
will be many more acts of retaliation 
toward them. Anger runs too deep amongst 
the guards and supervisors for them not to 
retaliate. When a guard is murdered, and 
others injured there will always be “pay- 
back” — even from one generation to the 
next. Lucasville is in Appalachia, where a 
long history of vengeance is a custom. In a 
more enlightened and civilized country, 
common sense and decency would man- 
date transfers of those involved or convict- 
ed of acts committed during the uprising. © 


Remember Attica! Remember Santa Fe! 
But most of all, Remember Lucasville. 


A field marshall 


= 
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Chain gangs in Arizona: 
Barbarism revisited 


The reinstatement of “Chain Gangs” in 
Arizona is appalling and definitely inhu- 
mane. I would venture to say that regres- 


sion is a definite tactic being employed by 


the Arizona Department of Corrections. 
This practice is clearly a residue left from a 
bygone-era and one of America’s most bar- 
baric and embarrassing eras of all time, the 
days of slavery in its most brutal form. 


This policy of shame does the offender 


more harm than good, because it is used for. 


the simple reason that it promotes hatred, 
revenge, and humiliation. Three dark 
human qualities that lie in all of us. 


In the long run the D.o.C. is doing noth- 
ing more than sponsoring a mass function 
of recidivism which is in turn putting pub- 
lic safety in unnecessary jeopardy. The 
D.o.C. has apparently thought of even more 
harsh ways to deal with prisoners who 
refuse to participate on the “Chain Gangs”. 
Besides the automatic seizure of all the pris- 
oner’s appliances, he will be chained at the 
stomach to eight-foot poles erected in the 


_ prison yards to deal with his “protest” and 


furthermore, stuck in the sun without 
water, shade, or any chances to sit down. 
The only thing missing from this picture is 


_a bullwhip. This State’s crime rates have 


steadily climbed because of the State’s 
unwavering insistence on pure punishment 
and the D.o.C.’s steady program of oppres- 
sion and repressive prison tactics does 


nothing to help remedy the state’s stagger- 


ing crime rates. The re-emergence of “Chain 
Gangs” was a political ploy to regain re- 
election votes by (R) Governor Fife 
Symington with the prisoners of Arizona as 
pawns in a political chess game. Crime has 
always been a sensitive platform in and 
around the political arena, and feeds off the 
legitimate anger of the ordinary voting citi- 
zen who is ever more frustrated by the inef- 


_fectiveness of the criminal justice system to 


provide and promise adequate public safe- 
ty. | 

Meanwhile it is reported that Gov. 
Symington rejected thousands of dollars 


Texas Prisoners 
Labor Union 


Notice to all readers: 


The Texas Prisoners Labor Union was 
established in 1995 by Kepresentative 
Inmate Laborers with the assistance of out- 
side supporters and sponsors such as Jim 
Campbell, PNS; Doret Keller, North Coast 
Xpress!; and Michael Lee, Raze the Walls, to 


mention a few. We have received many let- 


ters of inquiry to the notice that was previ- 
ously printed in PNS, most of those inter- 
ested individuals outside the state of Texas 
however. We greatly appreciate all your let- 
ters and urge those of you who maintain 
contact with prisoners in Texas to help us 
spread the word to them by whatever 
means possible so as to promote the Labor 
Union by getting as many involved as pos- 
sible. We need Texas prisoners to rally 
behind us in this struggle. We have and 
continue to receive many responses from 
the women’s units but almost none from 
the men’s units. This will not do, we need 
to rally together, and one and all, to defend 
our right and the primary principles of 
Social Justice. 


No one will simply give us these rights 
and no one will defend against the injustices 
that we currently suffer if we do not make a 
viable effort on our own behalf. We must 
help ourselves before anyone will be willing 
to join in our struggle with us and thus sub- 
ject themselves to the many hardships that 


_we daily endure and the retaliations that 
will naturally flow from a project such as 


the Labor Union. It is therefore our respon- 
sibility to establish collectively a political 
base and forum from which we may make 
our demands known. Our primary structure 
must be established on grounds solid 
enough to withstand the onslaught of retal- 
iatory acts that will be thrown at us by the 
State of Texas and her Government, which is 
wholly owned and controlled by factions of 
the Federalist government. 


Our base must be strong enough to ren- 
der such respect that the Texas State 
Legislature will be forced to give us a voice 
and thus a place inmaking any decisions 
that would affect us. This can only be estab- 
lished by closely guarding the rights of 
prisoner laborers. The Texas Prisoners Labor 
Union is the only viable means of securing 
such rights and advancing future protec- 
tion. We, Mr. Milton, Mr. Ferris and myself, 
Ricky L. Long, are working to make this 
Union a reality and we are doing so with- 
out outside funding and are just able to 
keep up with the correspondence and costs 
thereof in relation to this effort. If you can 
offer any kind of support whatever, please 
let us know. This effort is for the benefit of 
all and I am asking that All do what they 
can to assure that we are victorious, that we 
secure for ourselves what no one else can: 
Social Justice in a manner in compliance 
with Human Rights. 


Comrades, Kinsmen, Brothers and 
Sisters, let us come together in this struggle 


from a National Foundation, offered to the 
State of Arizona with for the purpose of 


running alternative justice programs any 


way the state wanted to do so, with no 
strings attached. This funding could have 
become one step towards providing practi- 
cal, efficacious, and cost-effective programs 
as an alternative to the state’s already failed 
Correctional experiments by chief architect 
Sam Lewis, the D.o.C. director and 
Symington cronie. But it was, in effect, 
“thrown out”. , 


Inducing voluntary participation as a 
productive citizen is not consistent with 
holding prisoners in the sun chained to a 
pole or forcing them to perform menial 
laborious tasks such as breaking rocks or 
cleaning a highway. This does not make a 
person a better neighbor after release. Since 
90% of all prisoners are released, Arizona 
should be providing literacy and entry- 
level job skills, teaching social skills 
enabling prisoners to create and maintain 
positive relationships with co-workers and 
others, encouraging offenders to treat oth- 
ers with respect, and encouraging others to 
treat with respect those individuals restored 
to society. co 


, Loren DeMar #103438 


10000 S. Wilmot Rd Cimarron Unit 
Tucson AZ 85777 





in true solidarity, setting aside any differ- - 


ences so as to reach a common goal. I am 
not asking anyone to give up any belief or 
set of beliefs, only to enjoin with one anoth- 


er for the greater good of all, for the benefit - 


of all. Again, while we may receive much 
support from the outside, it is our responsi- 


- bility and our fight, we alone can end the 


onslaught of abuses that are heaped on us as 
an oppressed State Created Sub-Class of citi- 
zenry. Contact us and let us know that you 
have joined with us in the struggle and are 
willing to undertake. your part of the 
responsibilities, that you refuse to sit idle 
any longer and that you are demanding 
Human Rights under principles of Social 
Justice. 


In joining with us you have become 
another link in the human chain which will 
bind those who oppress us. A link that can- 


not be broken. In closing I would ask that . 


you remember these words: 


“Only Failure is Immortal ... But Solidarity 
is Freedom” 


The Texas Prisoners Labor Union ... work- 


ing to build a better Texas. = 


Founder and Chairman 
Lt. Col. Ricky L. Long, 


23rd Judicial District 


RT. 3 Box 59 #PP 490671 
Rosharon, TX 77583 - CSA 


Director and Co-Founder 
Willie A. Milton Exec. 
23rd Judicial District 

RT. 3 Box 59 #561014 
Rosharon, TX 77583 - CSA 


_ After hearing all this testimony, the 
jury of Little Joel’s peers could not agree 
that this was murder, so after two and a 


Killer guard | 
sentenced 
In prison 
murder 


Those of you who read my news 
report on Texas prison brutality (“Worse 
Criminals Run Amok” PNS Mar/Apr 
‘95) may be wondering what happened 
to the two guards that were indicted for 
murder in the October ‘94 beating / 
stomping murder of prisoner Michael - 
McCoy at Terrell Prison in Livingston, 
Texas. . 


Ex-guard Joel Lambright — charged 
with murder — was tried in March, and 
it was determined that he and guard 
Alex L. Torres (whose trial is still to 
come) entered prisoner Michael 
McCoy’s cell and beat, kicked and 
stomped him until he was 
dead.Testimony showed that at one 
point Mike hugged Lambright’s legs and. 
begged him: “Please stop before you kill 
me.” Lambright then kicked McCoy’s 
mouth shut and stomped him some 
more. The 30-year-old McCoy was dying 
from cancer and weighed only 127 
pounds when Lambright murdered him. 


J 


During trial breaks Little Joel's mama, 
Dorthy Sue, read bible stories to him 
from her 35-pound bible. Then she got 
on the stand and testified that her son, 
the killer, moved back home after mur- 
dering Michael McCoy. She said that he 
was an indispensable aid in fluffing up 
and caring for his ol’ daddy, the ailing 
ex-Chief of Police. His daddy is Big Joel 
and the 21-year-old defendant is Little 







- Joel. 





half hours of agonizing they found the 
little rascal guilty of the reduced charge 
of manslaughter which carries a maxi- 
mum sentence of 20 years. 


Since Little Joel was the first Texas 
prison guard ever convicted of killing a 
prisoner, a lot of folks were waiting to 
see just how much justice the Texas | 
JUST US Cyst’m would produce. At the ` 
recent sentencing we found out. Those 
who guessed “none at all” go to the 
head of the class. But what could you 
expect from a judge with two first 
names? All through the “trial” the 
Honorable Joe Ned Dean addressed the 


prosecutor as Billy Bob. At one point, 


Joe Ned asked after Billy Bob’s daddy, 
Bobby Gene. Big Joel also pucked and 
shucked with Joe Ned and Billy Bob. - 


On sentencing day ex-chief Big Joel 
hobbled piteously into court on crutch- 
es, laboriously making his way to the 
bar, watching grimly and silently as Joe 
Ned, Billy Bob & Jimmy Joe dramatical- 
ly conferred in hushed tones about how 
long Little Joel’s sentence should be. 
Finally, Joe Ned sadly sentenced Little 
Joel Lambright to 2 to 10 years! He can 
be out in 8 months. Shit! Perch Wade got 
25 years for stealing a pound of bologna 
which he ate ‘cause he was hungry. 


So now you have the story of Joe 
Ned, Billy Bob, Bobby Gene, Jimmy Joe, 
Dorthy Sue and last but not least, Little 
Joel. But check this out: Can a Texas 
Mexican receive the same dose of justice 
from Joe Ned? Stay tuned for the soon- 
to-come trial of Little Joel’s crime part- 
ner, Alex L. Torres. oo 


In the SPIRIT of CRAZY HORSE I 
am Standing Deer your roving reporter. 


Standing Deer 

R.H. Wilson 640289 
Ellis 1 Unit 
Huntsville TX 77343 
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-` Even Native spiritual 


`- shorn from our heads, 
`~ our mothers were called 
red nigger whores, and 
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Walis (Poems and Essays of Arthur Solomon) 


The Tree of Life That Died Is Living Again Today 


Introduction 

For this edition of the Iron House Drum 
I’m taking the liberty of printing a “book 
review” that I was asked to write for the 


_ upcoming edition of the Journal of Prisoners 


on Prisons. (See review on back cover for 
subscription information.) 


The book is Eating Bitterness: A Vision 
Beyond The Prison Walls (Poems and Essays of 
Arthur Solomon), available for $14.95 from 
N.C. Press Limited, Box 452, Station A, 
Toronto, Ont., Canada M5W 1H8. 


In addition to a review of this book, I'd 
like to simply state that Native American 


prisoners are struggling for the right to 


freely practice their traditional spiritual 
beliefs in many prisons in the United States. 
For those of you (Native American prison- 
ers) who are experiencing problems in this 
respect, you can receive some significant 
support from the Center for Advocacy of 
Human Rights (CAHR) by sending the 
CAHR a stamped envelope with a brief 
statement of specifically what your situa- 
tion is along with the names and mailing 
addresses of your warden, prison director 
and chaplain. The CAHK supports Native 


American prisoners by working to educate 


and sensitize prison officials about Native 
American prisoners’ needs. If the officials 
remain intolerant and abusive, the CAHR 


__ assists Native prisoners with the prepara- 


tion of effective civil rights litigation in 


> CAHR \ via si ma i nia your 
correspondence to: 


Deborah Garlin Attorney/President 
CAHR tg 

P.O. Box 880 

Ranchos de Taos, NM 87557-0880. L 


For those of you on the outside who 


would like to support the struggle for 


Native American prisoners’ religious free- 


dom rights, you should contact the CAHR 
also. If you sent a stamped envelope and a 


request for more information on how you 
can be supportive, the CAHR will get in 
touch with you. ə- 


Review 
I spent a decade in a 
maximum security 


prison in which the 
prison officials prohibit- 
ed virtually every out- 
ward expression of 
Native spiritual beliefs. 


leaders and elders were 
denied access to the 
prison for the purpose of 
praying, teaching and 
counseling with us. If we 
attempted to practice 
our spirituality, such as 
by wearing our hair in 
accordance with our 
tribal traditions, we 
were beaten to the 
ground by a gang of 
guards dressed in full 
riot gear, our hair was 


we were placed in soli- 
tary confinement for 
months on end, where 
the Christian chaplains 
would come and 
attempt to have us 
accept their Lord and 


ee to amen eT Seng! essa to sash cS there. 


Savior Jesus Christ as our own. Yes, my 
Brothers and I knew what it meant to be 
“eating bitterness,” because we ate it every 
day and night. It’s been over three years 
since I was released from that torture cham- 
ber, and still the taste of that bitterness is ‘in 
my mouth. And today, the struggle for reli- 
gious freedom continues within the walls of 
many prisons, and many Native women 
and men continue to eat bitterness, and to 
suffer horribly for merely attempting to 
worship the Creator in accordance with the 
Creator's instructions. | 


If it wasn’t for Art Solomon’s letters, 
poems and essays which managed their 
way into my hands and heart, my bitter- 


ness would have probably destroyed me. 
completely. An Anishnabe elder and spiri- 


tual leader whom I’ve come to love and 
respect dearly over the years, Art has dedi- 
cated his life to the spiritual welfare of his 
people, to all Native people, and to the 
earth and Her children. And he has been 
going into the prisons to pray and counsel 
with our Native people for over thirty 
years. Now I’ve read his new book from 
cover to cover at least 5 or 6 times in the 
last month that I’ve had a copy of it, and 
I’m sure it will long be tattered and worn 
before I’m finished with it. When my own 
anger and bitterness begin to consume my 
thoughts, I know I can pick this book up, as 


«IT have always picked up Art’s words of 


wisdom, courage and hope, and I never fail 






tee Att s new book, but how Hoes one 

“review” age old wisdom or the love that 
flows from the embrace of a spiritual 
elder’s being? All I can say is “Thank you, 
Art, for always being there. I love you.” 


- And I know that I speak for many others 


who have found encouragement, hope and 
peace in Art’s words. Here is one of the 
things that was published in his latest book. 
It was first presented as a Convocation 
Address to the graduating class of 
Laurentian University, Sudbury. (Ontario) 
in June 1986: 
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They said that a long time ago 

There lived a holy man of the Sioux Nation 
His name was Black Elk. 

He lived many years on this sacred ae 
Before he died, he was given a vision of 
what was to come, 7 
What would happen to his people, 

And they said that the sadness that came 
To his heart from that vision | 
Was what killed him. 


He saw the desolation that would come to - 
the Earth 
And to his people. 
In his vision Black Elk saw the Tree of Life, 
A Tree that is not visible to human eyes; 
The Tree was withered and dying 
Right down to its roots. 
He said, “I see you there, by those grey 
shacks 
Sick and diseased and dying 
And : see that life will be very hard for 
you.” 
They said he prayed to God not to let it hap- 
pen, 
He even offered his own life even though he 
was then 
Very old, 
But the vision was true, 
And the destruction and desolation 
Came to the land and to the people. 

But we are the keepers of the land, 

not the owners. 








We have stood strong, strong 


Against the onslaught of progress and 


development 
Against governments and corporations 


_ Through the centuries we warned against 


fouling the water 

And the air and the Earth, 

But no one listened to us 

And the destruction continues. 


On July 8 this year, 10,000 Navajo people 
Will be forcibly relocated 

From their homeland at Big Mountain, 
Arizona, 

By the United States military. 

For the Navajo it is their sacred homeland 
And they will die if necessary 

But they will not move. 


Why is this happening? 

Because under that land, there is oil, 

There is coal, there is water, there is urani- _ 
um, 

And the giant corporations 


Want to get into that storehouse of treasures 


And the people must go. 


Ten years ago the corporations got the US. 
government 

in Washington 

To declare the Navajo homelands 

A national sacrifice area. 

A public law was passed accordingly, 
Which on this coming July 8 

Will be enforced by the United States mili- 


tary. 


Have you heard the words 
Justice? 
Freedom? 


_ Democracy? 


Fair Play? 
And did you perhaps hear the words 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself?” 


But the cries of God’s children for justice 
Are being heard | 
And there will be a day of accounting. 


We have stood. 
And we still stand strong, 


- Against injustice 


And against prisons 


_ And against the desecration of the Earth 


And the people of the Earth. 


It must be obvious, 

That at no time in the history of the human 
family 

Has the Earth been so desecrated 

And fouled up as it is now, 

And now we face the two greatest impera- 
tives 

That have ever been seen on the Earth, 


- And they are:' 


Either we destroy the environment until 


- Itcan no longer support life 


Or we will have a nuclear holocaust. 


But, we have the power within us to stop both — 
So the question now is: 

Do we have the vision and do we have the 
will? 

Life was not given for us to endure, but to 
celebrate, together. 


Did you know that the World Council of 
Churches 

Has said that: | 

“The Native spiritual ways are among 

The great faith traditions of the world” 
as that pes need to come and learn from 


Pio will c ia that here ir in Canada i in il ca 


And did you know that the United Church 
of Canada 

Will make 

A national act of contrition 

Here in Sudbury this summer in August, 
1986 

To the Native people of this count 


I have been involved | in the struggle for e 
tice 
For more years than I can remember, 


- And I am again reminded of Dr. Alan 


Boesak, 

When he said, 

If there is no justice, 

There will be no peace on Earth. 

It is that simple. 

| have been convinced for many years 
That God is not going to allow 

God’s creation 


To be destroyed by the hands of fools. 


And | have never been so affirmed and so 
certain 

Of the future as I am now because, 

We have the power within us 

To heal this sick and troubled world; 

It is the most powerful medicine 

That was ever given 

And the name of that medicine is L.O.V.E. 
And, there are many across the world 

Who have the courage and the will to use it, 
And they are changing the world, right now 
While we sit here. 


And the simple truth is: 
That as we heal others 
Our own healing comes to us, . 


| Only in that way can there be peace and 


tranquillity 
On the Earth. 


Yes, the Tree of Life ts living 

And will come into full bloom again 
Because there are those among us 
Who refuse to let it die. 


Kitchi Meegwetch 
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The Center for Advocacy of Human Rights’ 
ongoing investigation of the ACA and 
ACA-accredited prisons: an update 








As the regular readers of Prison News — 


Service and Prison Legal News are aware, at 
the turn of this year, the Center for 
Advocacy of Human Rights (CAHR) initiat- 


' ed an investigation of American Cor- 


rectional Association (ACA)-accredited pris- 
ons and the ACA’s accrediting practices. As 
of this writing, our investigation has 
involved the direct participation of hun- 
dreds of prisoners and outside supporters 
representing dozens of ACA-accredited pris- 
ons in 43 states. 


Our investigation has revealed ongoing 
violations of the ACA’s Standards for Adult 
Correctional Institutions within virtually 
every prison that we have been investigat- 
ing. In many cases, these violations are also 
in conflict with state and federal laws. For 
example, while the ACA’s standards regard- 
ing “access to courts,” “access to law 
library,” and “access to counsel” expressly 
state that these particular standards are 
mandatory under constitutional law, prison- 
ers in virtually every ACA-accredited prison 
we have been investigating are denied such 
access.-In fact, in many cases, such access is 
not only denied, but prisoners are common- 
ly subjected to reprisals for their legitimate 
attempts to rectify the situation. 


The overwhelming majority of ACA stan- 
dards are nonmandatory. Nevertheless, 
according to ACA policy, accredited prisons 
are supposed to comply with 90% of the 
nonmandatory standards. We have been 


unable to locate any ACA-accredited prison 


which is actually in compliance with 90% of 
the nonmandatory standards. This is a direct 
result of the ACA's lack of effective auditing 
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and monitoring procedures, as well as 
prison and ACA officials’ willful exclusion 
of the public and prisoners from effective 
participation in the accreditation and moni- 
toring processes. While the materials distrib- 
uted by the ACA indicate that prisoners and 
the public will have some input into the 
monitoring of ACA-accredited prisons, our 
investigation has revealed that this is quite 
contrary to the truth. In fact, with few excep- 
tions, prisoners are uniformly denied access 
to the Standards for Adult Correctional 
Institutions so that they may evaluate their 
prison’s compliance or non-compliance with 
the standards. In one particular state, the 
prison officials in accredited prisons refuse 
to even acknowledge to the prisoners that 
their prisons are, in fact, accredited, stating 
that they don’t have to provide such infor- 
mation because state legisltation expressly 
precludes prisoners from public information 
(of course, this provision of the Act needs to 
be challenged in court, as it is unconstitu- 
tional on its face). Meanwhile, the ACA offi- 
cials have been telling some prisoners that if 
they want access to the Standards they must 
get written permission from the warden 
(which is seldom given) and then go 
through an attorney to obtain a copy. [hese 
practices are quite contrary to the ACA's 
claim that they encourage prisoners and the 
public to have input into the accreditation 


and monitoring processes. (The CAHR and 


other organizations have written the ACA 
regarding accredited prisons’ violations of 
fundamental constitutional rights but have 
never received a response from anyone in 


- the ACA — “public participation” indeed!) 


Our investigation has revealed and con- 


tinues to reveal that prisoners in just about 
every accredited prison are subjected to bru- 
tal and inhumane treatment, including sen- 
sory deprivation; denial of essential medical 
care which in many cases has resulted in 
death; entirely ineffective grievance proce- 
dures; beatings, interference with privileged 
legal mail; withholding of publications such 
as PNS which expose prison officials’ mis- 
conduct, etc. Additionally, our investigation 
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has been revealing that 1) prisoners who 
complain about non-compliance with the 
ACA’s Standards are commonly transferred 
to non-accredited prisons in an apparent 
attempt to silence their criticisms; 2) prison- 
ers and outside supporters who complain of 
violations are generally ignored by both 
prison and ACA officials; 3) alleged viola- 
tions are seldom, if ever, investigated by the 
ACA, and when they are investigated, the 
investigations generally exclude interviews 
with prisoners who are not pre-selected by 
the prison officials and no meaningful cor- 
rective action is taken by the ACA. In one 
case, a prison warden actually acknowl- 
edged that his prison is in violation of 
numerous mandatory standards, and justi- 
fied it on the grounds that the standards can 
be ignored since the purchase of accredita- 
tion is “voluntary” (this is the standard 
explanation given by prison officials when 
they neces ese of any kind regarding 
the prison’s accreditation.) 


Almost every accredited prison refuses to 
provide prisoners with access to the ACA’s 
Standards, and virtually every prison denies 
prisoners access to the prison’s standards 
compliance “Checklist” so that the prisoners 
may determine whether or not the ACA is 


being deceived by unscrupulous prison offi- 


cials about standards compliance. Moreover, 
by the ACA’s own admission, when com- 
plaints of noncompliance are received by the 
ACA, the ACA will only conduct an on-site 
monitoring visit after providing the prison 
officials with advance notice that the ACA 
intends to conduct a monitoring visit. This 
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The standard practices of the ACA and 
ACA-accredited prisons are producing what 
we believe to be detrimental effects on both 
prisoners and social-economic conditions 


within the United States. It is the kind of 


practices described above which cause pris- 
oners to lose all respect for the government 
and the people that the prison and ACA offi- 
cials allegedly represent. When such respect 
is nonexistent, disregard for the government 
and the people (and their laws) logically fol- 


` low, thus creating the kind of social disorder 


and violence that we see every day in the 
news and in our environments — disre- 
gard and violence that is understandably 
perceived by groups such as prisoners as 
not only justifiable, but imperative. As for 
the detrimental effects on the economy, 
well, our investigation continues, but I 
believe it’s safe to say that billions of tax 
dollars are going into prisons that would 
not be eligible for those dollars without 
the ACA’s letter of accreditation. 


Now, of course, the ACA will contend 
that the prisons they have sold 
accreditation to are, in fact, in 
compliance with the ACA’s 
Standards, because the 
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ing accreditation promulgate policies which 
cover the fundamental rights of prisoners. 
For example, the Standard regarding “griev- 
ance procedures” merely requires that “there 
is a written inmate grievance procedure that 
is made available to all inmates and that 
includes at least one level of appeal.” The 
comment which accompanies the standard 
states: 


A grievance procedure is an adminis- 
trative means for the expression and reso- 
lution of inmate problems. The institu- 
tion's grievance mechanism should 
include provisions for the following: 
written responses to all grievances, 
including the reasons for the decision; 

_ response within a prescribed, reasonable 
time limit, with special provisions for 
responding to emergencies; supervisory 
review of grievances; participation by 
staff and inmates in the procedure’s 
design and operation; access by all 
inmates, with guarantees against 

reprisals; applicability over a broad range 
of issues; and means for resolving ques- 
tions of jurisdiction. 


The comment is nothing more than a com- 
ment. In other words, while the comment 
states that the “grievance mechanism should 
include ... participation by ... inmates in the 
procedure’s design and operation,” as well 
as “guarantees against reprisals,” the fact of 
the matter is, no accredited prison's griev- 
ance procedure in this country has been 
designed with the participation of prisoners, 


and prisoners who utilize the grievance pro- 


cedure are commonly subjected to reprisals 








etc. 
facts do not constitute a eso of the 
Standard itself, as the actual Standard — as 
opposed to the comment — merely requires 
that “there is a written inmate grievance pro- 
cedure that is made available to all inmates 
and that includes at least one level of 
appeal.” In other words, once the procedure 
is placed in writing, the Standard has been 


„and continues to be complied with by the 


written policy's mére existence. Violation of the 
written policy does not constitute a violation 
of the ACA Standard, according to the ACA. 





-| for utilizing the procedure, including beat- 
mings, solitary confinement, 
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But this is fundamentally deceptive. 
When the prison has written the polices cor- 
responding with the ACA’s Standards, then 
the ACA sells the prison a letter of accredita- 
tion (which is then used by the prison to 
obtain more funding from federal, state and 
private sources). These letters of accredita- 
tion state that the accreditation is based on 
an “independent” evaluation. Independent? 
The ACA is not an “independent” investiga- 
tor or evaluator for two reasons: 1) because 
the evaluators are being paid (with our tax 
dollars) by the prison officials who are being 
evaluated; and 2) because the prison officials 
being “evaluated” are invariably either 
members, associates or affiliates of the ACA, 
with absolutely no exceptions. A perfect 
example is that every Ohio prison that has 
received the ACA’s accreditation is under 
the directorship of the ACA’s president- 
elect. The ACA’s president-elect is also the 
director of the Ohio Department of 
Corrections. “Independent?” 


We believe that a significant number of 
ACA associates and members would agree 
that, based on the information we have com- 
piled to date, fundamental reforms in the 
ACA‘s accreditation and monitoring 
processes are imperative to the welfare of 


- prisoners and to the integrity of ACA- 


accredited prisons and the ACA itself. It is 
our desire to discuss these issues in a mutual 
spirit of cooperation with the ACA so that 
these fundamental changes can be imple- 
mented without the need for litigation. It’s 
as simple as this: If the ACA’s decision-mak- 
ing officials will cooperate in good faith and 
pet cata oo are changes- ia need, 
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and respect in accordance with fundan er 
human rights as defined under international ag 
law, then there will be no need for the ~ 
nationwide litigation that we initially fore- 
saw would be necessary. If they will not 


. cooperate in goo faith, then they will force 


our prisoners’ rights movement to take an 
adversarial role. It’s entirely up to the ACA. 
We're not making the decisions here — but 
we will fight, if necessary, and if it becomes 
necessary, we will prevail, because the truth 
of this wholesale, multi-billion dollar fraud 
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will not be tolerated by the citizens of this 
country who have been deceived and ripped 
off for too long now. — But even more sig- 
nificantly, it will not be tolerated by the 
many conscientious members and associates 
of the ACA who have been deceived by the 
small handful of ACA officials who have 
been perpetrating the fraud. 


Our investigation of the ACA and ACA- 
accredited prisons is far from complete. For 
those of you prisoners who have not yet 
been involved in this investigation, Į encour- 
age you to participate in this movement to 
bring revolutionary change to the prisons 
and to the collective mindset of the status 
quo who knows no better and won’t know 
better until we've dropped this bomb of 
knowledge on them. If you haven't yet been 
in touch with us, here’s all you need to do: 


Write to your warden/superintendent 
(keep copies of all correspondence so every- 
thing will be documented), and ask if your 
prison is either accredited by the American 
Correctional Association or undergoing the 
ACA’s accreditation process. If it is, ask how 
you can review a copy of the ACA’s 
Standards relating to the contract between 
your prison and the ACA. If the warden will 
not provide you with access to the Standards, 
ask for the name of your prison’s Accred- 
itation Manager and write to him/her seek- 
ing access to the Standards. If you are denied 


access to this information, file a formal 








SNA 
naw 


grievance. If filing a grievance gets no 
results, write to James Gondles, Jr., 8025 
Laurel Lakes Court, Laurel, MD 20707-5075, 
and complain about it and ask for the ACA’s 


|. assistance in getting you some access to the 


Standards. Tell him that the reason you wish 
to review the Standards is because you 
believe that the Standards are being violated 
by your prison officials. If writing to Gondles 


gets no results, let us know and send us a’ | 


copy of the following: 1) your correspon- 
dence with the warden and your prison’s 
Accreditation Manager regarding the matter 
(and their responses); 2) your grievance and 
the administration’s response to your griev- 
ance; 3) your grievance appeal and the 
administration’s response; and 4) your letter 
to Gondles and his response, if any. At that 
point we will get back in touch with you and . 
advise you of what your next step should be. 
Be sure to keep copies of all your communications 
with the officials, and their responses. 


If your prison isn’t accredited by the 
ACA or undergoing the accreditation 
process, this movement will nevertheless 
have an effect on the policies and conditions 
at your prison, so support this movement by 


sending a copy of this article to your family- 


and friends and ask them to send a donation 
to the Center for Advocacy of Human Rights 
to help allay the costs of this project, ‘cause 


_God knows we need the financial assistance 


and that I’ve been working full-time on this 


as a volunteer all year. 


We're always slow at responding to cor- 
respondence because of the overwhelming 
amount of mail we receive, so when you 
write, be patient, and please, send a stamped 
envelope for our return correspondence, as 
we will not respond to any more correspon- 
dence that doesn’t include a stamped enve- 
lope (we simply don’t have the money — we 
must be self-supporting because the status 
quo and most so-called human rights groups 
in this country don’t support the proposition 


that human rights abuses exist in this coun- 


try, and they certainly don’t care about pris- 
oners’ rights — at least not yet!) 


Also, please never send us copies of docu- 
ments unless we specifically ask for copies. 
We neither have the time to review them nor 
the funds to return them to you. When the 
time is appropriate we will ask you to send 


us documents regarding your work on this: 


project. Additionally, please limit your corre- 
spondence (unless we request further infor- 
mation) to 2 pages handwritten or one type- 
written page. 


If you do happen to get access to the 
ACA’s Standards, let us know what edition 
your prison is allegedly in compliance with, 
and what date (month and year) your prison 
initially received the ACA’s accreditation, 
and we will inform you of what your next 
steps should be. Your correspondence to the 


Center should be sent via legal mail to: 


Deborah Garlin, Attorney 
(California Bar #129443) 
President 

CAHR 

P.O. Box 880 

Ranchos de Taos NM 87557-0880 


Sorry we cannot accept collect calls, but if 
you can call direct somehow, we'd be glad to 
talk to you. Also, this project is overwhelm- 
ing and our time and resources are very lim- 


_ ited. Unfortunately, for this reason, we can- 


not assist anyone with anything that is unre- 
lated to this project or the struggle for Native 
American religious freedom, so please don’t 
bother asking or you'll be disappointed. 


As a final note, I just want to say that we 
are now finally caught up with all our corre- 
spondence, so if you have been involved in 
this project or are involved in the Native 
American struggle and have written to us 
prior to September and have not received a 
response, it’s because your prison Officials 
have destroyed our mail to you, so get back 
in touch and we'll deal with it. 


That’s it for now. On behalf of both 
Deborah Garlin and myself, I extend our sol- 
idarity, love and respect to you, our com- 
trades. Keep strong, be true to yourselves, 
and know that you are in our prayers. 


Little Rock Reed 





The long arm of Ohio 


On January 20, 1995, New Mexico District 
Judge Peggy Nelson recognized Little Rock 
Reed, a Native American writer and activist, 
as a political prisoner and ordered his 
release from jail. Judge Nelson's decision 
was based on an overwhelming amount of 
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-tO extradite, imprison and brutalize Little 





Rock for.speaking and writing about human 
rights abuses against prisoners in general: 
and Native American prisoners in particular. 


On May 26, the New Mexico Attorney 
General's Office (A.G.) serving as the long 
arm of Ohio's criminal just-us cyst'm, filed a 
brief with the New Mexico Supreme Court 
appealing Nelson's decision on the grounds 
that Nelson violated the United States 


‘Constitution by entertaining evidence of the 


conspiracy. Ironically, the A.G. admits that 
"throughout the evidentiary presentation in 
these extradition proceedings, [Little Rock] 
presented considerable evidence concerning 
his ... mistreatment by Ohio and New 
Mexico authorities, improper motive and 
wrongdoing by Ohio corrections and parole 


personnel, his struggle to urge prisoner 


issues and the duress which required him to 
abscond from parole supervision in Ohio." 
[Immediately following this admission, how- 
ever, the A.G. argues that this "considerable 
evidence" is entirely "irrelevant" because 
when a state invokes the extradition clause 
to capture an alleged fugitive, the fugitive 
retains no right to habeas corpus review in 
the asylum state. What is particularly egre- 
gious about the A.G.'s position (which is 
supported by all the precedent case law) is 
that the uncontroverted evidence presented 
at the hearings established that in pursuing 
Little Rock's extradition, the chief of the 
Ohio Adult Parole Authority (APA) and the 
APA's case analyst on the matter committed 
a long list of constitutional and criminal vio- 
lations, including 3rd degree felonies under 


Ohio's tampering with evidence, perjury and 


Corrupt Activity laws. The Long Arm of 
Ohio's position is that when the extradition 
clause is invoked by the government, any 
and all constitutional and statutory laws that 
are violated by the government. officials are 
null and void and may not be considered. 
Here are some of the facts which the uncon- 
troverted yet "irrelevant" evidence estab- 
lished beyond a reasonable doubt at Little 


: 








is getting cramps 


Rock's extradition hearings: 


1. In 1990, APA officials admittedly 
rescinded Little Rock's parole and placed 
him in maximum security prison, without 
any ¢ due process as mandated by federal and 
state law, solely and expressly for talking 
about t the APA's constitutional violations | 

woe AS a result of 
sion referred to above, Little Rock filed a peti- 
tion for writ of habeas corpus in Ohio state 
court. The petition was summarily dismissed 
on the grounds that, in accordance with Ohio 
jurisprudence, the APA's actions against pris- 
oners are not subject to judicial review. 





3. While on parole, Little Rock compiled 


with all parole supervision requirements and 
the law. 


4. While on parole, Little Rock was con- 
| tinually writing and speaking about Ohio 
APA and prison officials’ misconduct. The 
APA ordered him to stop speaking and writ- 
ing or his parole would be revoked. 


5. Because Little Rock continued to assert 
his constitutionally guaranteed right to free 
speech, the chief of the APA issued a war- 
rant for his arrest just six weeks prior to his 
parole expiration date. The warrant was 
issued a year-and-a-half after the APA lost 
lawful jurisdiction over Little Rock (the loss 
of jurisdiction being premised on the unlaw- 
ful parole rescission referred to above.) 


6. The APA ignored each and every pro- 
cedural due process requirement mandated 
by federal and state law with respect to 
parole revocation proceedings in Little 
Rock's case, and fully intends to ignore these 
laws in the future. 


7. APA and prison officials plan to brutal- 
ize Little Rock if returned to Ohio, in retalia- 
tion for exposing their criminal activities. 


8. At the time the APA issued its warrant 
for Little Rock's arrest, the APA officials had 
knowledge that Little Rock had not violated 
any rules, parole stipulations or laws. 


9. APA officials willfully and maliciously 
falsified documents submitted to New 
Mexico officials during the extradition pro- 
ceedings. Examples (not exhaustive): 


(a) In a letter. to the Taos District 
Attorney's Office dated September 27, 1994, 
Jim Hathaway, an APA case analyst, claimed 
that Little Rock's extradition was sought 
because he had charges pending in 
Kentucky, and that Little Rock had two out- 


| 
| 
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he unlawful parole rescis- | 





further criminal activity. 
ed evidence, however, proved that Little | 


standing warrants for his arrest, "verified as 
active on this date.” 


falsity came in the form of certified court 
clerk documents from Ohio and Kentucky. 
Moreover, Hathaway acknowledged to the 
Kentucky court clerk that he knew there was 
no outstanding warrant at the time he wrote 
the letter. 


(b) APA chief Jill Goldhart, in her affi- 
davit seeking Little Rock's extradition, stated 
that Little Rock will be charged with "failing 


to renort an arrest and involving himecelf in 
“ The uncontrovert- 





Rock had never been arrested while on 
parole as claimed by Goldhart. Additionally, 
the evidence established that Little Rock has 
no pending criminal charges of any kind in 
Ohio, Kentucky or any other state. 
Moreover, the evidence indicated that Little 


„Rock has not involved himself in any "fur- 


ther criminal activity,’ nor did the governor's 
extradition warrant or its annexed papers 
contain any facts (much less-evidence) sup- 
porting this allegation against Little Rock. 


10. The APA's warrant for Little Rock's 
arrest is not a judicial warrant, nor is there 
any judicial support for the warrant. 


Fey June 1993, a Kenton County, 


Kentucky court made a determination that 
sufficient evidence existed to believe that 
Little Rock's life was in danger as a result of 
the APA's conspiracy against Little Rock. 


12. When the APA issued its nonjudicial 
warrant for Little Rock's arrest, Little Rock 
and his supporters attempted to secure pro- 
tection for Little Rock and to have an investi- 
gation of the APA's conspiracy conducted. 
They contacted Ohio state legislators, the 
U.S. President's Office, the U.S, Attorney 
General's Office, the U.S. Department of 
Justice, the FBI, and the Ohio governor. 
Without exception, each of these agencies 
claimed to lack the authority to investigate. 
Example: Ohio: Governor George Voinovich 
received a petition from various attorneys 
and professors in which they stated that 
after carefully reviewing the documented 
evidence in this. case, it is their informed 
opinion that APA officials have conspired to 


politically imprison, and possibly to assassi- 


nate, Petitioner for speaking and writing 
about parole and prison official's criminal 
activities. Governor Voinovich's response 
was to forward the petition to the APA so 
the APA could make the ultimate decision 
about how to handle the complaint. 


13. Prior to issuance of the NM governor's 
warrant for Little Rock's arrest and extradi- 
tion, the NM and Ohio governors received 
numerous written and telephone requests for 


These claims were 
proven false in the hearings. The proof of 


an investigation of the situation and circum- 
stances surrounding the APA's demand for 
Little Rock's extradition. These requests, 
which came from Little Rock and his counsel, 
various human rights/prisoners’ rights orga- 
nizations, the National Lawyers Guild, 
Senator Pete Domenici, the traditional elders 
circle of the Lakota Sioux Nation on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation, hundreds of New 
Mexico and Ohio citizens, and various attor- 
neys and professors throughout the U.S. and 
Canada, were ignored by the NM governor, 


while Voinovich expressly refused to invest- 
gate the motives ot the AVA 1n seeking Little 


| Rock's extradition (under Ohio's Uniforms: 





Criminal Extradition Act, Voinovich was 
required to investigate the motives of the 
APA, but of course, this particular provision 
of the Act is apparently "irrelevant" to the 
government.) 


14. APA officials attempted to cause the 
Taos jail superintendent and his staff to vio- 
late the law by turning Little Rock over to 
Ohio officials before he had an opportunity 
to present evidence of the APA's conspiracy 
to the NM court. This was an express viola- 
tion of both NM's and Ohio's Uniform 
Extradition Acts and constitutes a misde- 
meanor subject to penalties of imprisonment 
and fines. 


On or around November 15, 1995, the 
NM Public Defender will file a response to 
the NM A.G.'s appeal with the NM Supreme 
Court. It will be supported by an amicus curt- 
de ("friend of the court") brief prepared by 
the National Lawyers Guild. Simul- 
taneously, Little Rock intends to file a peti- 
tion for writ of mandamus and/or prohibi- 
tion with the Ohio Supreme Court. He will 
ask the court to issue an order requiring 


- Voinovich to quash his warrant for Little 


Rock and prohibiting the APA from taking 
any further action against Little Rock. Little 
Rock seeks the assistance of an attorney will- 
ing to represent him in his pleadings before 
the Ohio Supreme Court, as well as for a 
civil rights lawsuit in federal court. If any- 
one is interested in representing him, please 
contact him at the: 


Center for Advocacy of Human Rights 
P.O. Box 880 

Ranchos de Taos, NM 87557-0880 

tel 505/751-0197 


And to prisoners who have written to 
him and not received responses in the past 
several weeks, Little Rock asks that you be 
patient: His life is at stake here, and he must 
break the long arm oi Ohio. Be patient. He'll 
be in touch. 


by PNS 
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The Cold War 





On May 12th, 1994, the Wall Street 
Journal featured an article entitled: Making 
Crime Pay-Iriangle of Interest Created 
Infrastructure To Fight Lawlessness — Cities 


“See Jobs; Politicians Sense a Popular Issue 


and Business Cash In — The Cold War es the 


90's. 


Knowing how government employs the 
media to persuade the public to support 


political objectives on behalf of military and, 
business interests, the subtitle, [he Cold War 
of the 90's, set an alarm off in my head. What / 


in the past had been called the war against 
crime, has evolved into an official social and 
political policy of government; it has now 
become a viable military and business inter- 
est. The government is now renovating mil- 
itary bases into prisons, so that former mili- 
tary communities will continue to have an 
industry. Today’s rural communities want a 
prison in their backyards. The article stated: 


“Americans fear of crime is creating 
a new version of the old military-indus- 
trial complex, an infrastructure born 
amid political rhetoric and a shower of 
federal, state and local dollars. As they 
did in the Eisenhower era, politicians are 
trying to outdo each other in standing 
up to the common enemy; communities 


















of the ‘90's 


} 


pin their economic hopes on jobs related 

_to the buildup; and large and small busi- 
nesses scramble for a slice of the bounty, 
These mutually reinforcing interests are 
forging a formidable new “iron triangle” 
similar to the triangle that arms makers, 
military services and lawmakers formed 
three decades ago.” 


What is truly ominous about this devel- 
opment is the fact they are talking about 
increasing the number of people being sent 
to prison. They are talking about how big 
business like Goldman Sachs & Co., 
Prudential Insurance Co. of America, Smith 
Barney Shearson, Inc., and Merrill Lynch & 


Co. are among those competing to under- 


write prison construction with private, tax- 
exempt bonds — where no voter approval 
is required. In essence, big business is 
investing in the prison system. 


This begs the question, when have big 
business and big investors ever put the wel- 
fare of the people before their own profits? 
How do big investors plan to gain a return 
on their investment, and make a profit? 
What does this mean to the average worker, 
and what does this mean to those commu- 


nities in which most prisoners, being 


Africans and Hispanics, come from? 





This country imprisons more of its citi- 
zens, about 1.4 million people, than any 
other industrialized nation. Although Euro- 
Americans comprise 69% of those arrested, 
while Blacks comprise 29% of those arrest- 


-ed, institutional racism in the criminal jus- 


tice system incarcerates Blacks in dispropor- 
tionate numbers. It imprisons African men 
9 times more than European-Americans, 
and 4 times more than did apartheid South 
Africa. While Blacks comprise 48% of the 
U.S. prison population, they are only 12.5% 
of the entire population. Presently, the 
fastest growing ethnic group being impris- 
oned in this country is Hispanic. Although 
these statistics were gathered several years 
ago by the federal government, imagine 
how these numbers will increase in the 
years to come with this developing infra- 
structure reminiscent of the industrial-mili- 
tary complex. The article purported that: 


“Parts of the defense establishment 
are cashing in, too, scenting a logical 
new line of business to help them offset 
military cutbacks. Westinghouse Electric 
Corp., Minnesota Mining & 
Manufacturing Co., GDE Systems Inc. (a 
division of the old General Dynamics) 
and Alliant Techsystems Inc., for 
instance, are pushing crime-fighting 
equipment and have created special 
divisions to retool their defense technol- 
ogy for America’s streets... Many- lesser- 
known companies already are doing 
well fighting crime. Esmore Correctional 
Services Inc., the biggest U.S. maker of 
police electronics, recently was taken 
public by Janny Montgomery Scott.” 


If contemporary history is any indica- 


tion, it is evident that the government and 
business “Cold War of the 90's” is directed 
at the African and Hispanic communities. 
In their search for people to pillage and con- 
quer for profits, the collusion of govern- 
ment, military, and business interests has 
turned inward, and now the enemy is us, it 


is the poor, it is the new menn ora 
Sii color, and itis t 


he disenfranchised. 


manifest destiny, this opening of the new 
domestic frontier, the general public, i.e., 
European-Americans, must be made to sup- 
port what ultimately is the resurrection of 
involuntary servitude and slavery in 
America. To ensure that this happens, the 
government's nefarious alliance with the 


‘mass media has created an air of hysteria 


about crime. It has done so, although the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation recently 
reported that crime in America is decreas- 


ing — not increasing. The power of the 


media and government is extremely awe- 


some, it is the power to define what we | 


think about and how we think about it. It is 








Survey on Native 


spirituality in prison 


J am attempting to gather information 
concerning American Indian prisoners’ cul- 
tural-spiritual programs throughout the 
USA and Canada. Some research indicates 
that Natives who practice their traditional 
religion tend to be more successful at reha- 
bilitating and have lower recidivism rates. 
This information potentially has profound 
implications for implementing change in 
prisons and for those Natives who are 
struggling and deprived of their religious 
freedoms. I am trying to get honest 
answers to: 1) does traditional religion help 
you? 2) how or why does it work? 
(Outlined in the survey below.) I invite all 
Native men or women with “anything” to 
say to respond to: 


Katy 

c/o Dr. Ploch 

University of Tennessee Sociology Department 
901 McClung Tower 

Knoxville TN 37996-0490 


Name (optional) 


Age Male or Female 


Tribe 


Are you an enrolled tribal member or a 
tribal descendent? (Circle one) 


Time already served Time left 


Security level 


1. Prior to your arrest or when you were 
first incarcerated what religion did you 
claim (if any) Were 

. you non-religious/mildly 
religious/deeply religious? (circle one) 


2. During your incarceration, have your 
religious commitments changed in any 
way? How? What is your religion now? 


Now are you non-religious/mildly reli- 
gious/deeply religious? (circle one). 
How did this change occur? How has it 
affected you? 


3. What religious clubs, meetings, spiritual 
leaders, ceremonies, etc. are available to 
you? what ones do you participate in? 


How often? 


Aa 


. How do these religious ceremonies, 
spiritual leaders, clubs, etc. help you 
cope with confinement? 


O1 


freely with the necessary sacred objects 
available to you? what additional items 
or privileges would you like to have? Is 
having long hair part of your religious 

. practice, and if so, is that a problem in. 
prison? 


6. Would an emphasis on American Indian 
religion(s) help American Indian young- 
sters today? Why? Would it have helped 
You? 


7. How do non-Indian inmates and prison 
officials view those who practice a 
Native American religion? 


8. Is there a problem with “Wannabees” 
trying to participate in Native religious 
ceremonies? Who decides who is and 
who isn’t Indian? 


9. Additional comments? 


This researcher was having problems getting 
the survey into prisons. Little Rock Reed sug- 
gested that she send it to us. Time is real tight, 
her paper needs to be finished by the end of 
November, so please be prompt. 


To gain support for nis. new ames sf 


. Are you able to practice your religion | 


the power that shapes our collective con- 
sciousness and attitudes, and in so doing, 
motivates people to respond to specific 
stimuli, and ee in a specific way. As 
stated in the article “...according to a new 
Wall Street Journal/ NBC News poll, more 
than 70% of those surveyed support longer 
prison terms for violent offenders... 
Meanwhile, a recent Justice Department 
study shows that 21% of all federal prison- 
ers are guilty of low-level, nonviolent 
offenses, such as possession of small quanti- 
ties of illegal drugs, but are serving lengthy 


_ sentences under mandatory minimums set 


by Congress.” 


By shaping the collective consciousness 
and attitudes, the politicians are then able 
to pass into law draconian sanctions. 
Sanctions that appease the will of the peo- 
ple demanding a safe society, and ultimate- 


ly serve the interest of restructuring the 


industrial-military complex, by forging an 
infrastructure for the proliferation of prison 
building. Although it soothes and anes- 
thetizes the collective consciousness 
towards the desired end of permitting hun- 
dreds of thousands, if not millions more 
people to be incarcerated at no moral or 
psychic detriment to those who constitute 
the majority of Americans, this buildup fails - 
to inhibit or prevent criminal social behav- _ 
ior by the poor and disenfranchised. This is 
particularly significant when “(T)here’s a 
food fight among communities that want 
these prisons.” For politicians like New 
York Assemblyman Dan Feldman, chair- 
man of the legislature’s criminal-justice 
committee, prisons have become, he says 
“the juiciest pork in the barrel.” Dr. 
Thomas, the academic, observed: 


“With. the population in private pris- 
ons growing at four times the rate of the 
general prisoner population, growth for 
the private-prison industry is virtually 
guaranteed. If you were in the hotel 
industry, you'd think you died and gone 
to heaven.” 
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America, since this peculiar institution was 
never abolished. It is heralded that the 13th 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution abol- 
ished involuntary servitude and chattel 
slavery of Africans, although there exists an 
exception clause for those who have been 
duly convicted of a crime. The exception 
clause has been consistently upheld by the » 
U.S. Supreme Court, holding that prisoners 
are no more than slaves of-the State. 
Presumably, the U.S. will then be able to 
compete with China’s prison made products 
on the international market, since Clinton 
recently maintained favorite nation trading 
status with China despite human rights vio- 
lations. 


Given this reality of the proliferation of 
prison building, the logical consequence of 
this developing infrastructure of big busi- 
ness investment, military security technolo- 
gy, and government sanctions, along with 
the mass media support suggests an 
increase in human toll. Hence, the reason 
for Pell grants being abolished, the removal 
of boxing and weight lifting from federal 
prisons, lowering the age to 13 for a person 
to be sentenced as an adult, the increase of 
the number of death poualey laws, and 

“three-strikes you’re out.” 


As we enter a new millennium the crimi- 
nalization of poverty in capitalist America 
points to the desensitization of a moral 
determination. It points to the entrenchment 
of the idea of putting profits before people, 
lending to an understanding that if you are a 
poor Euro-American, Black, Hispanic, Asian, 
Native American or any combination of the 
same, prison could very well be part of your 
future. 


A Jalil Bottom is a political prisoner of war 
and former member of the Black Panther 


~ Party/Black Liberation Army who has been in 


prison for nearly 24 years. Write to: 


A Jalil Bottom 77 A 4283 
P.O. Box 149 
Attica, New York 14011-0149 


t 
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It is strange that every time I read in PNS 
and other papers about control units, I see 


_ the MCI in Greene county Pennsylvania, 


but what about us? The SMU (Super Max 
Unit or Special Management Unit) has been 
here since April 1992, and many of those 
trapped in this human waste can have been 
here that long as well. We are the forgotten 
men. While political groups and so-called 
prisoners’ rights advocates travel all the 
way to Greene county PA from Philly and 


_ elsewhere, they bypass the SMU right here 


in Camp Hill. 


There is a big difference between the 
SMU control unit lockdown and the MCI in 
Greene county. Both are oppressive, but 
Greene County has jobs and group recre- 
ation and the prisoners are not not locked 
down, except on Death Row. 


In the SMU we are locked down 23 1/2 
hours a day in a concrete bunker called a 
cell, where a bright light bulb behind a 
magnifying lens shines in our face 24 hours 
a day. We get 1/2 hour exercise, five days a 
week, in small dog kennel cages, one man 
per cage. We are not allowed to purchase, 
use or possess hygiene materials such as 
personal body soap, body lotion, deodor- 
ant, or hair grease. We get three showers a 
week, five minutes each. We are given a bar 


of toilet soap, 2.75 oz, to wash our bodies 


and our underwear with. Ninty per cent of 
the prisoners are African-American and the 


-` Soap eats up our skin causing rashes and 
itching. We are given a washcloth suppos- 


edly once a month, but it is more like every 
other month, both of which are nasty and 


much too long. We are given a tube of | 


toothpaste every 14 days, and we are given 
a cheaply made toothbrush which is altered 


to approximately 2 1/2 inches long with a 
rubber tube adapter approximately 2 inches 


has been 2 1/2 months since that has been 
exchanged. We are given toilet paper once a 


_ week (every Sunday). We are given 2 


undershorts, 2 t-shirts and 2 pair of socks 
which we can only exchange every 6 
months. We have to exercise in this under- 
wear, sleep in them, have wet dreams in 
them for 6 months because we are not 
allowed anything else except the striped 


jumpsuit given us once a week. 


We are not allowed any phone calls 


unless there is a death in the family or a 
lawyer arranges it. We can have visits once 
a week (some of us) from our approved list; 
others, once a month from immediate fami- 


Special Management 
Unit in Pennsylvania 


i 
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ly only. Visits are one hour, only an adult 
and one child can come in. If your sister 
and brother come, they can only see you for 
1/2 hour each after traveling all the way 
from Philly or Pittsburgh, where 90% of 
those here are from. The visiting room is 
virtually empty every day, so the limited 
visits are not due to lack of space or time. 
All visits are non-contact including legal 
visits. You are in a booth with phones. 


Either excessively cold air is pumped 
into the cells running you under covers, or 


it is excessively hot making it hard to 


breathe. You feel like you are buried alive. 
Prisoners are beaten, heads split, maced, 
stunned with electric shock for little or no 
reason. Many have become mentally ill, and 
indifferent and are assaulted by goon 
squads for making noise. Most of us are not 
allowed to read, or possess magazines of 
any kind, so it is 24 hours of idleness. We 
can not have our personal books, and 
Afrocentric books are really a no go. The 
other day a guard was wearing a K.K.K. 
cone hat, and another hollered that 
“Farrakhan and all Blacks should be taken 
out and shot”. Another came in early in the 
morning saying, “wake up niggers”. 


Even the unit manager participated in 
the assault on a 17-year-old white prisoner, 
beating and kicking him along with the 
guards because he didn’t like what he said. 


We are handcuffed behind our backs, or 
shackled everywhere we move. Since 1992 
(April) there have been about 20 white pris- 
oners sent here, 15 Spanish, and hundreds 
of blacks. The only whites that are not 
rushed though here are those that file griev- 


+ ances, lawsuits etc. and those who are men- 


tally ill. Attempted suicides are hidden and 
covered up by the security staff and the 


If you file grievances or lawsuits you are 
retaliated against and this is complied with 
from the commissioner on down. The new 
thing is after going through this you are 
supposed to go to the prison that sent you 
here or to another prison you request. Well, 
certain prisoners, including myself, are on a 
list to go to the IMU at Greene County PA, 
even after going through the SMU. I was 
personally told by the unit manager and 
counsellor that they had heard of me and 
do not like prisoners that do not go along. 


In no way do those here constitute “the 
worst of the worst”. Most of them have not 
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been in prison long enough to be a threat to 
all-facilities, which is the line they use on 
everyone's 30-day review sheet (describing 
why they are being kept here). 

We have many lawsuits in the middle 
district court, but no one has ever been 
appointed counsel. We have about 29 habeas 
corpuses and §1983 in Cumberland County 
State Court. We have been appointed a law 
firm: Flowers, Mogenthal, Lindsay and 
Flowers out of Carlisle PA. We have started 
putting testimony on record and then we 


- will start discovery. But no one even knows 


we are in that courtroom, it is just us and the 
system, no supporters or media to report on 
this testimony. As long as they see we are 
alone in our struggle nothing will change, it 
will continue to get worse. The only person 
we have is Lois Williamson (C.U.R.E.) who 
is a longtime warrior for justice, and a cou- 
ple of volunteers from the Dauphin County 
Prison Society. _ | 

Į am on my second trip here. The first 
time I was sent here in 1992, three days after 
being found not guilty of a fraud — the last 
charge given to me by prison staff at S.C. 
Huntingdon. I was locked down in total 
isolation at Huntingdon for 9 months, and 
in the S.M..U. for 19 1/2 months. Only after 
Judge Ian DuBois questioned their reasons 
for holding me here after I testified about 
these conditions on court T.V. in December 
1993, did they let me go and send me to 
S.C.]. Rockview. I completed my so-called 


90 days probation and much more, but I ` 


refused to pull my suit out. Then they took 
Blood in My. Eye by George Jackson, and 
From Alcatraz to Marion out of my cell say- 
ing they didn’t like my politics. Then on 
December 31, 1994, they day I received 
briefs in my lawsuit against the S.M.U., I 
was harassed and provoked into a con- 
frontation with a guard known as “Kuhn 
Dog”. Of course I am back in the S.M.U. 


ere 





now. Sixteen witnesses say he poked me 
first, | pushed him, and then he charged at 
me like a mad beast and I defended myself. 
He took 10 days off and claimed all these 
injuries when he had already stated he was 
punched twice, once in the jaw and once on 
the chin. | was again given a criminal 
charge. On June 30, 1995 I received a hung 
jury, and am now preparing to go back to 
trial. Only 4 out of 16 witnesses testified for 
me — you see several of them received.mis- 
conducts after talking to my lawyers, while 
others were threatened by staff. The jury 
wanted to know about self-defense but the 
judge refused to charge them on it. 


- So here i sit on the S.M.U., fighting the 
same fight but still with vigor and determi- 
nation. No man should suffer in silence, or 
make it easy for his oppressor to oppress 
him. We in the S.M.U. need help, and we 
need help now. The minds being destroyed 
and he morals being stripped in here, will 
be sent back to society. There is no differ- 
ence between the S.M.U. and Hitler’s con- 
centration camps. Most of the guards (95%) 
are white supremacists and most of the 
prisoners (95%) are black. Since the new unit 
manager's arrival in January, there have been 
36 assaults, with some prisoners being 
assaulted 2 or 3 times. co 
All those who want to help, please contact: 
Lois Williamson | 
1034 E. Sedgley Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19150 
Also write, in protest: 

Martin Horn, Commissioner 
PA Dept. of Corrections : 


P.O. Box 598 Camp Hill, PA 17001-0598 
717-975-4859 


In solidarity, 


_ Dennis Solo McKeith B.B. -2253 
P.O. Box 200 
Camp Hill, PA 17001-0200 








Conditions for psychiatric prisoners in 





Iam currently pursuing another civil 
rights action contesting the systematic 
denial of medical care in most CDC (CA. 


Dep't of Corrections) facilities. That case is 


entitled King v. Shedler, et al, docket number 
CIV-S-93-0885-EJG-GGH-P. In California, 
not only have CDC officials reduced the 
kinds of medical treatments available to 
prisoners, but each prisoner must pay for 
the treatment if he or she has any funds in 
their institutional trust account. Insult is 
added to injury by forcing us to pay for 
inferior medical care. Because of this policy, 
many prisoners have lost their health and, 
in some extreme cases, their lives. 


This inferior treatment includes a farci- 


cal, so-called psychiatric facility CDC has 


hastily initiated at Folsom Prison. All it is is 


warehousing mental patients in one unit of 


a cell-block where they are locked in their 
cells 24-hours a day, every day of the week 
but Sunday morning, when they are escort- 


-ed to the gymnasium and allowed to exer- 


cise for two hours. Even their meals are 


brought to their cells. When a prisoner is 
isolated this way in Administrative 
Segregation, it is legally defined as “punish- 
ment” for unruly behavior. But, just 
because a prison psychiatrist oversees his 
patient being kept under identical condi- 
tions, it is called “medical treatment!” 


: The truth of this matter is that CDC has 
run out of beds at it medical facilities in 
Vacaville and the California Men’s Colony- 
East (CMC-East) and must now accommo- 
date all other medical patients in such sham 
facilities as the one called “E.O.P.” at Folsom. 
And this dilemma stems from an even deep- 
er flaw in the fabric of government. 


The reason CDC is so inundated with 
severely psychotic people is the passage of 
California Penal Code, Section 29, which is 
euphemistically called a “Hinkley law.” 
When President Reagan was shot by John 
Hinkley, and then was declared insane and 


. sent to a mental hospital instead of a prison, 


the public was outraged by what they per- 
ceived as his “beating the system” with the 


California warrants legal suit 


“Insanity defense”. Consequently, virtually 
every state in America passed a law that 
prohibits the use of the so-called insanity 
defense. In California, that law is Penal 


~ Code, Section 29. But what results is that 


the really psychotic people who belong in 
mental institutions are thrown into a main- 
line prison system that is neither capable or 
amenable to giving them the psychiatric 
care they need to function from day to day. 


I would love to litigate this cause in 
court, but only people personally injured 
may sue, and I’m not one of such mentally 
troubled prisoners. But, I hope and pray 
that soon someone will come to their rescue 
as their advocate ina court of law. If not, 
they will suffer more as conditions become 
more overcrowded. Because, even though 
California seems to always find the billions 
of dollars being spent on prison construc- 


tion, the rate of increase in prison popula- 


tion is so accelerated, that they can’t build 
them fast enough to keep up, due to the 
great increase in the average sentence being 


imposed as of late. This increase in average 
sentence greatly reduces the “turnover” in 
population: the ratio of newly admitted 
prisoners to those being paroled. When the 
number of newly admitted grows, as the 
number of those being paroled dwindles, 
the population explodes accordingly. What 
results is a great aggravation of all the for- 
merly manageable problems of the system 
until they become totally unmanageable. so 


For more information, please write: 


William King C 14551 


CSP Sacramento 
P.O. Box 29-0066/A7207 
Repressa, CA 95671 


Artists this issue 


Lincoln Smith - Cover 
Damon Jerome Richardson - page 1 
Ches-ne-o-na-eh - page 9 
This Magazine - page 12 
Adam Juan - page 18 





y ee ~~ a Gr 


- former ‘social prisoners. hat 


Page 14 


September-October 1995 





Prison News Service 








This author recently received a commu- 
nique from a comrade relative to conditions 
in concentration camps in the State of 


- Illinois. The comrade was actually shocked 


that there was any political activity in [linois 
prisons. His opinion was similar to the views 
expressed by Bro. Jim Campbell of PNS. 
Therefore, it is only appropriate that some- 
one shed some light on this subject while 
criticizing the counter-productive tendencies 
that caused the struggle in Illinois to remain 
fragmented, opportunistic and clandestine. 


_ We grow from criticism and making a mater- 


ial analysis of factors which stagnate the 
growth of the African People’s Liberation 
Movement. The prison movement in Illinois 
is fragmented because prison Officials have 
been successful in their efforts to neutralize 
political activity by utilizing counter produc- 


-tive and opportunistic elements in street 


organizations to decimate organizational 
attempts by political prisoners. 


This author came into the prison system 
in 1977 as a social prisoner after being con- 
victed for the alleged murder of two whites 
in central Illinois. At that time, there were 
many prisoners — politicals — who were 
warehoused in these pigsty slave camps as 
a product: of the U.S. government's 
Counterinsurgency techniques which mani- 
fested themselves in the form of the COIN- 
TELPRO program and its successor, 
Operation New-Kill. This author was politi- 
cized by individuals like Alsana X. Caruth 
and John Modibo McTush, and, because of 
the dedication of the aforementioned com- 
rades, became a student of Garvey, Nkru- 
mah, Shabazz, Newton and Jackson. (That’s 
Field Marshall George, not Jesse the Jackal). 
Those comrades are two of the numerous 
one who transformed this author’s back- 
ward ideology « and also po iticized 


of street organizations. We tempted to 
pick up the mantle and continue the efforts 
of the late Chairman Fred Hampton, Sr. to 
politicize and unify street tendencies in the 
State of Illinois. Unfortunately, we under- 
estimated ultra-racist prison officials that 
administer pigsties in Illinois and overesti- 
mated the organizational abilities of tenden- 
cies that claim to adhere to the same revolu- 
tionary principles we hold dear. 


It is an axiom of social. science that all 
power is founded in the people. The youth 
among any liberation movement are its 
most valuable asset and form the 
backbone and nucleus of the 
movement. In Illinois, the vast 
majority of African youth are con- 
trolled by a group of street organi- 
zations whose power lies in Illinois 
prisons. In sum, there are about six 
individuals that control the minds 
and hearts of about 60,000 African 
youth. Thus, you have a handful of 
individuals who control a standing 
army. The problem is that these 
individuals do not know exactly 
how much power they have, and 
no matter how good their inten- 
tions; their groups are controlled 
by Illinois prison officials. 


In 1980, after former pig-correc- 
tions director Michael P. Lane 
assumed control of Illinois pigsties, 
he began the process of utilizing 
elements within street organiza- 
tions to control Illinois prisons. 
This produced an elite group of 
informants,- bootlicking neo- 
stooges and kofi-wearing traitors. 
The process was a simple one 
founded in opportunism and cor- 
ruption. Lane and his lackeys 
expanded space in disciplinary 
segregation units and began to 
lockup anyone with revolutionary 
tendencies in street organizations. 
Those informants who cooperated 
and discussed their organization 










and its organizational structure were 
awarded “humane” treatment and petty 


prison privileges. These administrative - 


informants termed themselves “politicians” 
in Illinois. They sit around with their unit 
superintendent identifying any prisoner in 
sight and. his organizational ties or 
beliefs / affiliations. l 


Any member of a street organization 
with any revolutionary potential, and any . 


political prisoner or any “convict” that 
attempted to disrupt the smooth and order- 
ly “administration” in Illinois prisons, is 
locked up on false disciplinary charges or 
subjected to smear campaigns. Thus young 
Africans who enter the system are taught to 
emulate that group of bootlicking stooges 
called politicians. An entire generation of 
Africans was taught to claim ownership of 


prison cells, sell each other commissary 


items one for two, and in return are taught 
how to kiss the rear ends of prison officials 
and to follow the directives of informants 
without questioning the reason for, or pur- 
pose of, the acts they commit. This elite 
group of stooges has totally re-written his- 
tory in prisons. They are the only fools in 
the history of corrections that are “on some- 
thing” but have never seen the inside of a 
disciplinary lock-up in their life. They 
spend countless hours a week in the offices 
of prison officials and they slander the 
name of any prisoner that challenges their 
traitorous conduct. Any politicals that 
attempt to organize the prison population 
immediately become the target of smear 
campaigns. Any member of their group that 
even attempts to think or question the activ- 
ities of these boot-licking lackeys is, forced 
otit of the group or beaten nearly to death. 


ee S Jook at some of he retia of 


Most nove tte eee re are very 


intelligent and sincerely seek to change 


- their circumstances. Yet, they are short on 


administrative skills and have surrounded 
themselves with opportunistic and illiterate 
informants that are feared and not respect- 
ed by the general membership. Their politi- 
cal ambitions are limited to petty social- 
grant grabbing underwritten by pseudo- 
civil rights groups in the Big Six that utilize 
street organizations to show the white cor- 
porate elite to whom they owe their alle- 
giance that they are “in touch with the 
brothers on the street.” They will never 
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Betrayal and the crisis with neo- 
colonialism in Illinois 


unite because such a process would open 
the door for their membership to be “de- 
programmed” by listening to views and 
opinions from politicals and thus, would 
expose them for the opportunistic and back- 
ward individuals that they are. If you 
attempt to engage any of these “de-facto” 
police leaders in constructive dialogue 
around a political question, they won't say. 
anything because they do not want you to 
know that they are politically bankrupt. 
They will never, under any conceivable cir- 
cumstances, engage a political prisoner in a 
debate about any political questions around 
their general membership for fear of expos- 
ing the contradictions in their conduct and 
the pseudo “pro-black progressive” rhetoric 
they espouse. Their sole agenda is to accu- 
mulate petty prison commissary items and 
to suck the economic life out of their gener- 


al membership. In exchange for their racial ` 


pride, heritage and very soul, they obtained 
the exclusive “privilege” of remaining out 
of their cells all day and walking around the 
prison without a call pass; the privilege of 
fornicating with some sister behind a soda 
machine in the prison visiting room or dur- 
ing one of the numerous “picnics” and 
“banquets” prison officials award them for 
being the stool-pigeon slaves that they are; 
or, the privilege of sleeping with another 
man during one of their infamous “late 
night conferences” after the rest of the 
prison is locked down for the night. 


These opportunistic slaves have exported 
their traitorous conduct to our communities. 
You can witness it daily in the form of the 


- so-called street organization leaders who are 


placed on the payroll of the school board to 
“settle disputes” in the halls of local high 
schools, serve as “peace consultants” for 
oppres 31 
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tors/sell-outs participate in. These “de- 

facto” police are informants /snitches/finks 
and are devoid of the desire and ability to 
settle their disputes or even create any insti- 
tutions, programs or projects to serve the 
real needs of the community without the 
direction of their masters. 


In spite of all the foregoing madness, 
there is an active movement under the lead- 
ership of dynamic political prisoners in 
Illinois prisons. Because of the contradic- 
tions mentioned previously, we are forced 
to organize from the ground upwards for 

the purpose of exposing 
those counter-productive 


membership for the boot- 
licking individuals that they 
are. As this author articulat- 
ed in his treatise, The Prison 
Question 1995: A Review of a 
Crucial Component of the ALL- 
African Peoples Liberation 
Movement and the Need for a 
United National Agenda and 
Organization, we have an 
organizational structure in 
every maximum security 
prison in Illinois. We formed 
this coalition with dedicated 
politicals and carefully 
screened elements within 
street organizations that 
have the vision to appreciate 
the necessity of re-building 
the prison front of our move- 
ment; as well as existing 
- groups, clubs and organiza- 
tions that are committed to 
the task. We must remain 


complete the task for our 
very survival. 


Unfortunately, we do not 
enjoy support from free- 
world elements that claim to 
adhere to the same revolu- 
tionary principles that we 





elements to their general | 


clandestine to ensure that we | 


do. As revolutionaries, we understand the 
importance of criticism to expose inconsis- 
tencies.in our ideology and organizational 
goals. Thus, we call upon the African 
People’s Socialist Party, the Provisional 
Government of the Republic of New Africa, 
the New Afrikan People’s Organization, the 
National Democratic Uhuru Movement and 
other liberation tendencies to cease their 
practices of exclusion and elitism and sup- 
port those political prisoners that have ded- 
icated themselves to smashing the imperial- 
istic monster that is sucking the economic 
life out of the entire non-white world. We 
have limited resources, you have limited 
resources and we maximize the use of the 
limited propaganda materials we receive 
through use of photocopying machines. Yet, 
some of our requests for propaganda mate- 
rials are ignored. African youth are fascinat- 
ed with your political lines; and, we can 
politicize them with your support. | 


In sum, there is an active movement to 


consolidate the prison front of our move- 


ment in Illinois prisons and until we resolve 
our contradictions with the previously men- 
tioned counter-productive individuals in 
Illinois prisons, it will remain fragmented 
and clandestine. Anyone seeking more 
information relative to the same should con- 


_ tact the author at the following address. 


Uhuru Sasa!! 

Black Power to African People!!! 
Donald Malik Odaka 

aka Donald Woodruff, Jr. 

P.O. -box 112 


Shaka Shakur 
needs support 


Shaka Shakur is back in a lock down sit- 
uation. He was recently put into the 
Hospital Restraint Unit (HRU) of the 
Indiana Reformatory until he learns to 
walk without crutches again. |, 
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him taken to outside doctor, Shaka wag a 
_ finally sent to a hospital and diagnosed © 


with a herniated disc in his ‘back. He es 
been on medication for the pain for a year 
and has been on crutches since June - 
recently his crutches were taken away from 
him arbitrarily. 


He was scheduled for surgery under the 
recommendation of Dr. Kevin Kaufman at 
Wishard Hospital in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Shaka has not been allowed this surgery 
and has been further isolated by being put 
into the HRU. Indiana Keformatory ‘doc- 
tor’ Dr. Chavez has further escalated the 
situation by harassing Shaka — calling him 
a "fucking shithead" and accusing him of 
faking his injury. 

-The HRU is in total isolation from the 
rest of the prison. According to Shaka it is 
much like the Maximum Control Complex 
prison in Westville, Indiana with boxcar 
doors and forced air and no contact with 
anyone. The one other prisoner in the HRU 
is being "treated" (read experimented 
upon) with psychotropic drugs. 

Please write letters and send faxes to: 


Ed Cohn 

Indiana Department of Corrections Indiana 
Government Center South 

302 W. Washington Street 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

FAX: 317-232-6798 


Demand that Shaka Shakur (#28443) be 
removed from the HRU and taken back to 


-the AS unit where he was and further 


demand that he be sent to Wishard 
Hospital for the Surgery recommended by 
Dr. Kaufman, and finally that he be given 
back his crutches. co 


Write letters of support to Shaka at: 


Shaka Shakur #28443 
Indiana Reformatory 
‘P.O. Box 30 
Pendleton, IN 46064 
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Regent Park is a poor neighbourhood in 
Toronto’s east end made up primarily of 
Metro Toronto Housing Authority (MTHA) 
projects where a large community of fami- 


. lies of Caribbean and African descent live , 


which has long been stigmatized as a “bad 


part of town” which white middle klass 


people go out of their way to avoid. 


_ The reality is that if anything makes it a 
bad place to be , it’s the rampant epidemic 
of racist violence and dehumanizing treat- 
ment dished out by Metro kkkops and 


: MITHA security against people who live in 


the neighbourhood. 


51 division, the police station garrisoned 
right in the heart of the projects, is an espe- 
cially notorious occupying gang of thugs, 
known for inflicting numerous brutal phys- 
ical assaults and beatings on countless 
members of the community. 


To get a basic idea of What people are up 
against, consider the following: 


* At least ome 51 division kkkop was 
revealed to have attended the “Good Ol’ 
Boys Roundup” in Tennessee this past May, 
an all-white and all-male gathering of law 
enforcement personnel from all over north 
amerikkka, where Ku Klux Klan merchan- 
dise and “Federal N----r Hunting Licenses” 
are openly sold and distributed. 


* 51 division kkkops were responsible 
for the murder of Albert Moses, a 42-year 
old Grenadian man in September of 1994.. 
He was shot in the face in his room by 
plainclothes pigs who have repeatedly 
changed their stories of what happened and 
have refused to co-operate with any investi- 
gations conducted by the kkkops (who 


_ would unconditionally exonerate them any- 


ways.) 


hey claimed that Albert came at 
ner but did not manage to | 


hit any of them with it, then they claimed 


that he struck one of them with it across the 


head before they shot him. While it is 


known that they were in plainclothes, it 


‘remains unknown as to whether or not they 


identified themselves as kkkops, or if they 
had a search warrant to enter his rented 
room, or why they were there in the first 
place. Because of their refusal to speak to 
the Special Investigations Unit, no charges 
have been laid and the investigation has 
been canned. Needless to say, the murder- 
ers are still at large. 


* In the fall of 1994, 51 division kkkops 
went on a wildcat strike and locked the 
doors of the station in protest of an investi- 
gation launched against several of their 
boys who dragged two Black men, one of 
whom was an assignment editor for City 


TV, out of their car at gunpoint and 


roughed them up when a piece of chicken 
one of them was eating was “mistaken” for 
a gun (1). 


* During the summer of that same year, 
after a wave of racist attacks committed by 
MTHA security against several residents 
and the appearance of nazi graffiti in and 
around the projects, it was revealed that a 
cell of open white supremacists was recruit- 
ing and organizing within their ranks. 


Located within relative walking distance 
from the white upper-klass enclave of 
Rosedale, it is an area where one most bla- 
tantly sees the naked contrast between the 
role of the police as civil servants in affluent 
white areas and as an occupying army in 


_ poor communities of colour. One evening 


late this August, this contradiction blew up 
in everyone’s face, and residents of the 
‘hood have since been organizing very pub- 
licly to get the kkkops out of Regent Park. 


Itall started when a couple of cruisers 


were speeding through the projects in pur- 


suit of an alleged suspect who had escaped 


their clutches, and a young Black man 
named Andrew Grant pointed out to a bike 


= quickly went to alert the rest 


Justice for Regent 
Park residents 


kkkop that the lives of children playing in 
the area were being endangered by the 
cruisers driving recklessly without their 
headlights on. The kkkop responded by 
saying “suck my dick, n----r.” 


When Andrew returned the comment, 
back-up was called and he was punched 
and thrown to the ground. About five 
kkkops showed up out of nowhere and 
began kicking and beating him, pepper- 
spraying him as he lay on the ground. 


A crowd of people began to gather 
around, and Donovan Wynn, Andrew’s 
nephew, came forward and demanded to 
know why the police were beating his uncle. 
Before he could finish the word “uncle”, he 
Was pepper-sprayed, thrown to the ground, 
kicked in the face, handcuffed, and thrown 
in the back of a cruiser. The crowd respond- 
ed with a hail of rocks, bricks, and bottles 
flying from all directions. 


It only intensified when it was learned 
that Donovan was charged with assault 
police for allegedly pelting a 
bottle at a kkkop (which 
would be physically impossi- 
ble, seeing as how the debris 
only started flying in 
response to Donovan getting 
stormtrooped), and that 
Andrew was being charged 
with assault police and inde- 
cent exposure (for grabbing 
his crotch in response to the 
kkkop telling him to suck his 

dick!) 

Jennifer Telfer, a friend of 
Andrew and Donovan’s, 


~ 





of their family to what was 
on. 


PISS 
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“Our latest studies show that 
inner city youth in general and 
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Black and Latino youth in particu- T F 
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and over 100 kkkops with guns drawn , 
some carrying riot shotguns, were deployed 
from all over the city to arrest three young 
Black people. It is more than likely that it 


- was only the presence of the large crowd 


that prevented them from opening fire on 
anyone. 


When the three were taken to the kkkop 
shop and detained, the kkkops went into a 
room to have an emergency meeting to fig- 
ure out what else they could charge them 
with. All three were again brutally beaten 
while in custody. When one kkkop told 
Jennifer to go back to her country of origin, 
she pointed out that he was one to talk, see- 
ing as how this is all Native land and his 
foredaddies arrived here as invaders. 
Kkkops being kkkops, in response she was 
thrown against the wall and kicked repeat- 
edly in the stomach. 


` Her injuries were so severe that upon 
her release a few days later, she had to be 
hospitalized immediately and is still under- 
going physiotherapy. She was subsequently 
released on $1000 bail, and as this is writ- 
ten, Andrew and Donovan remain detained 
at the Don Jail. The judge’s logic for deny- 


-ing them bail was that they are both sup- 


posedly a danger to their community and 
are committed to attacking poor, defense- 
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less kkkops. The fact that Andrew has been 
on parole for the past three years for an old 
manslaughter conviction, for which he has 
already done time, has been used to further 
demonize him. 


For the kkkops to suggest that Andrew , 
who is an active and much-loved communi- 
ty worker and a counsellor for young kids, 
is a threat and danger to his community, 
while being typical, is at best an insult com- 
ing from them. 


The survivors of the attack, their friends 
and families, and other local residents are 
standing strong and refusing to be intimi- 
dated. They have hooked up with a number 
of justice and anti-racist community groups 
and individuals, most notably the Black 
Action Defense Committee, and they have 
held several demonstrations protesting both 
police terrorism and the detention of 
Andrew and Donovan. They are pursuing 
laying charges against the six kkkops 
responsible for the initial attack, and are 
raising funds to cover legal fees and medical 
bills to help Jennifer get back on her feet. > 


To get involved, contact Lucky at the 
Regent Park Community Centre at (416) 
864-9138, or the Black Action Defense 
Committee at (416) 656-2232. 


.. violence.” We therefore have no 
choice but to incarcerate them all in kon- 
centration kamps....” 



















with a garbage can lid. When 
she pushed it back and it hit 
the kkkop, she too was 
charged with assault police 
and taken away. 


In total, 50 police vehicles 

















How to Win Prison Disciplinary Hearings 
(HTW) is a comprehensive manual on how 
to marshall your facts, defense and law to 
win prison disciplinary hearings. This man- 
ual was written by Allan Parmelee, aka BP- 
9. PB-9 is a former federal prisoner who 
compiled this and other manuals to assist 
his former fellow prisoners in the continu- 
ing struggle against oppression. Very few 
prisoners, upon release, continue in the 
struggle. BP-9 is the rare exception who 
feels that by better “arming” prisoners with 
information critical to beating disciplinary 
charges and setting the stage for litigation, 
he is passing on the knowledge that he 
learned the hard way inside. This alone, as 
well as the fact that HTW is completely non- 
profit, sets BP-9 a step above the rest. 


HTW supplies you with all the necessary 
ammunition to marshall a defense that will 
help you beat charges at the Hearing Officer 
level. It supplies relevant state and federal 
case law needed to prepare litigation if nec- 
essary. This manual should be a basic tool 
in every prisoner’s library, used in conjunc- 
tion with Dan Manville’s Self Help Litigation 
Manual. 


With the political climate focused on 
crime and punishment, beating shots at the 
institutional level is critical. Many states 
have passed “Truth in Sentencing” bills 


How to Win Prison 
Disciplinary Hearings 


which give out “bad time” on a prisoner’s 
sentence for each shot issued. And you can 
bet these same politicians are placing little 
to no emphasis on the training of discipli- 
nary boards to instill a higher standard of 
proof or training in their determination as 
to what constitutes a constitutional right 
and what doesn’t. After all, what do they 
care if we have to spend more time inside 
for fabricated or tr'umped-up charges — just 
one more prisoner to perform slave labor in 
their sanctioned koncentration kamps. 


I recommend HTW for every prisoner 
confined in these slave kamps as a basic 
tool to help fend off the often petty and 
deadly barrage of disciplinary charges that 
are bound to come their way at one time or 
another when confined to these slave facto- 
ries. œo 


In struggle, in solidarity. 
John Perotti 


An order form for How to Win Prison 
Disciplinary Hearings has been inserted with 
all U.S. subscriber copies for this issue. It 
can be ordered by sending $9.95 in stamps, 


cash, check or money order to: 


Alan Parmelee | 
2802 E. Madison, Suite 168 
Seattle, WA 98112 

(206) 325-2788 


Subscribe to Prison News 
STs TAN (ers, 
Subs are $10/6 issues 
more if you can, 
less if you cant 
free to prisoners. 
Write to: 

Prison News Service 
P.O. Box 5052, Sin A 
Toronto, Ont 
Canada M5W 1\W4 


We need donations to 
keep this project going. 
If you have some extra 
money, please consider 
sending us a contribution. 
We accept American 
Stamps 


Keep on struggling! 
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Book Review 





"Perhaps we can shrug off and shed some of 
the dangerous myths laid on our minds like a 


. the “right[s] to a fair 


) trial, even. They're not rights — they're privi- 
_ leges of the powerful and rich... Don’t expect the 
_ media networks to tell you, for they can’t, 


because of thelir] incestuousness... 
_ ment and big business... 


with govern- 


I can. 


Even if I must do so from the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will, 


From death row, this is Mumia Abu-Jamal.” 


This preface sets the tone for the imme- 
diacy and hard-hitting reality of Live From 
Death Row. The author had been a member 
of the Black Panther Party as a youth and 
later became a supporter of the radical 
MOVE organization. By 1981, Mumia Abu- 
Jamal was an award-winning journalist and 
outspoken critic of police brutality in 


~ Philadelphia, when he was framed and rail- 


roaded to the death penalty for the killing 
of Police Officer Daniel Faulkner. Despite a 
plethora of injustices and legal irregularities 
in his case, Mumia is now stalked more 
closely than ever by the prospect of execu- 
tion. Pennsylvania's Governor Tom Ridge 
signed Mumia’s death warrant on June 1, 
setting an execution date of August 17th, 


10:00 p.m. 


As of October, 1994, there were 2,948 
locked in death rows in the U.S. Some 40% 
are African Americans, who constitute only 
11% of the U.S. population. And the dispari- 
ty based on the race of the victims — which 
lives are or are not deemed valuable — is 
starker. Meanwhile the death penalty is 
exceedingly rare for anyone with money 
and resources no matter oe Docs ae 
crime e = 
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Last year National e Radio (NPR) 


= contracted Mumia to do a series of recorded 


commentaries about life on death row — 
and then, after intense political pressure, 
cancelled them for "editorial reasons.” Now, 
thanks to the publishing house Addison- 
Wesley, you can read for yourself what NPR 
censored. Live From Death Row is comprised 
of those commentaries along with several of 
Mumia's previously published essays: In 
addition, the book includes an insightful 
introduction by the acclaimed novelist, John 
Edgar Wideman, and an informative after- 


word by Mumia's attorney, Leonard‘ 


Weinglass. 


The invaluable heart is the raw power of 
Mumia's description and analysis. In my 
scores of book reviews over the years, I've 
never used the following phrase, so | don't 
use it lightly: this book is a must read. The 
government carefully shields its citizens 
from glimpsing any human qualities in the 
condemned and from learning of the glar- 
ing inequities as the justice system grinds 
forward with the most premeditated of seri- 
al murders. Mumia Abu-Jamal's eloquent 
writing lifts the shroud hiding some 2,948 
souls inhabiting the netherworld of our 
death rows and thus exposes a darkness 
that sheds indispensable light for under- 
standing our society as a whole. 


What is death row like? 


"Mix in solitary confinement, around- 
the-clock lock-in, no-contact visits, no 
prison jobs, no educational programs by 
which to grow, psychiatric "treatment" facil- 
ities designed only to drug you into a coma; 
ladle in hostile, overtly racist prison guards 
and staff; add the weight of the falling away 
of family ties, and you have all of the fix- 
ings for a stressful psychic stew designed to 
deteriorate, to erode one's humanity...” 


Pennsylvania's new death row maintains 
virtually around-the-clock solitary confine- 
ment, with a mere five hours a week for 
recreation in outside cages. For many, there 
is no psychological life. Mumia, always 


Live From Death Row 





with a sharp eye for irony, notes that the 
prison permits the inmates TVs, which 
numb the mind, but not typewriters, which 
could be tools for legal liberation. 


Even family visits are turned into exer- 
cises in humiliation. In many states, non- 
contact visits are the 
rule, preventing the 
families and the con- 
demned convict from 
touching. The denial of 
physical contact, along 
with the other difficul- 
ties of making a visit, 
can atrophy emotional 
ties over time. 


The author recounts, with great poignan- 
cy, the visit of his young daughter: 


"She burst into the tiny visiting room, 
her brown eyes aglitter with happiness; 
stopped, stunned, staring at the glass barri- 
er between us; and burst into tears at this 
arrogant attempt at state separation. In mil- 
liseconds, sadness and shock shifted into 
fury as her petite fingers curled into tight 
fists, which banged and pummelled the 
Plexiglass barrier, which shuddered and 
shimmied, but didn't shatter. 


“Why can't I hug him? Why can't we 
kiss? Why can't I sit in his lap? Why can't 
we touch? Why not?" 


Mumia, the father, summons up extraor- 
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dinary creativity to soon have his daughter 
laughing gleefully. 


In addition to vivid, human detail on the 
conditions, Mumia challenges the broader 
politics of capital punishment. He shreds the 
pretence of "deterrence" by showing that the 
states that have led in executions have the 
highest murder rates. He provides a sober- 
ing example —:the systematic perjury of a 
medical examiner who provided key testi- 
mony in thousands of criminal cases — of 
just how easy it is to condemn an innocent 
man to death. He dissects the McClesky v. 
Kemp (1987) decision where the U.S. 
Supreme Court accepted the data showing 
extreme racial disparity in the application of 
Georgia's death penalty but let it stand 
nonetheless. He sounds an alarm about the 
rapid march to eviscerate habeas corpus (the 
traditional right by which prisoners can 


bring constitutionally-based challenges to 


their convictions before federal ae 


Unlike other prisoners, "...death row 
inmates are not ‘doing time.’ Becca does 
not shine at the end of the tunnel. Rather, 


_the end of the tunnel brings execution. 


Thus, for many here, there is no hope." 


But there are also many continuities. 
Indeed, while Wilbert Rideau and Ron 
Wikberg's Life Sentences was loudly promot- 
ed as providing the “real story of inside 
prison”, Live From Death Row does a much 
better job. Mumia provides graphic exam- 
ples of vicious beatings of inmates by 
guards, of psychological deterioration and 
suicides, and of medical neglect tantamount 
to attempted murder. Yet the perpetrators in 
the well-documented cases presented have 
not been indicted. As the author explains, 
" „words like, justice’, ‘law’, ‘civil rights’, 
and, yes, ‘crime’ have different and elastic 


Live From Death Row by 
Mumia Abu-Jamal 215 pp. 


New York, Addison-Wesley 
(1995) $20.00 





meanings depending on... whether one 
works for the system or against it.’ 


While these violent incidents are the 
most dramatic, Mumia maintains perspec- 


tive in explaining that violence is not the 


pressing daily issue for most prisoners: 


"The most profound horror of prison 
lives in the day-to-day banal occurrences... 
Prison is a second-by-second assault on the 
soul, a day-to-day degradation of the self, an 
oppressive steel and brick umbrella that 
transforms seconds into hours and hours 
into days.’ 


The en of Mumia’s writing is best 
seen in his vivid descrip- 
tions of prison life and in 
his ability to always 
educe the human ele- 
ment, even in brief 
sketches. The broader 
political essays in this 
collection are also short 
and crisp, usually to 
spotlight one key point or to expose a glar- 
ing hypocrisy rather than to present a com- 
prehensive analysis. Thus "Musings on 


Malcolm" doesn't attempt a complete exege- 


sis of his entire politics but does confront the 
latter day efforts to water-down his message. 
Mumia forcefully reclaims the real Malcolm, 
the uncompromising scourge of American 
racism who died for the human rights of 
self-defense and self-determination. 


This book includes numerous other short 
essays on politics and criminal justice that 
are well worth reading: the pervasive pat- 
tern underlying the infamous beating of 
Rodney King in Los Angeles; the danger, 
nonetheless, of the double jeopardy entailed 
in the federal retrial of the four police perpe- 
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~ the 1981 incident ARRI T: was seamen . 
his articulate voice for the Afro-American 


trators who had been shamefully acquitted 
in a state trial; the sham behind the ‘get 
tough on crime’ mania, which is a proven 
failure at reducing crime but a great success 
as a social program of public employment 
for a predominantly white sector of work- 
ers; the dark, repressive trend towards 
"Super Max" prisons in the U.S. with condi- 
tions of almost total lockdown and solitary 
confinement. 


Mumia perspicaciously cautions against 
writing off today's youth as "a lost genera- 
tion”, as he limns the social and cultural 
conditions to which they are responding 
and indicates the potential seeds for posi- 
tive rebellion. "If they are lost, find them.” 


His two pieces on Huey Newton and the 
Black Panther Party show a rare ability to 
appreciate the brilliance and the shortcom- 
ings of the man. Mumia also brings into 
focus the crucial role the murders of 38 
Panthers played in destroying the party and 
makes an impassioned appeal to revive the 
Panther Party 10-point social program: 


"The very conditions that gave rise to 
party in the 1960's — brutal cops, racist 
courts, ineffective education, joblessness and 
the like — still plague our people today.’ 


The release of Live From Death Row ignit- 
ed a public controversy. The same forces 
who generated the pressure to cancel the 
NPR series —the Policemen's Benevolent 
Associations and Officer Faulkner's widow 
(who understandably is antagonistic to the 
man she believes killed her husband) — 
tried to stop publication of this book. They 
protest that murderers should not be 
allowed to profit from the notoriety of their 
crimes. The only counterpoints acknowl- 
edged in the mainstream media are the 
right to free speech and the interest of writ- 
ings about death row. 


‘ As it happens so often, the terms of 
debate turn reality on its head. It was not the 
notoriety of the case that created, spanking 
new, a broadcast or publishing opening for 
Mumia. He was an aw Ss joe 
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community and his sharp eritique of poli > 
brutality that made Mumia a target of police 


harassment and attack. The result was Dec. 


9, 1981, when Mumia was gravely wounded 
and beaten and then unscrupulously framed 
for murder despite several witnesses who 


saw the actual shooter flee. 


The armies that occupy the ghettos and 
barrios can't abide an effective tribune for 
human rights and Black self-determination. 
They tried to kill Mumia to silence him in 
1981; they are trying to kill Mumia to 
silence him today. This vibrant human 
being, with his robust voice for freedom, 
must live. ce 


Write to: 

David Gilbert 83 A 6158 

Great Meadow Correctional Facility 
P.O. Box 51 

Comstock, NY 12821 USA. 


Court ruling in MOVE 
bombing 


On Oct 2, 1995, the U.S. Supreme 
Court let stand a ruling that says 
Philadelphia — but no individual — 
can be sued in federal court for the- 
1985 bombing of MOVE’s house. 
Eleven people died in the fire that 
destroyed an entire Philadelphia 
neighbourhood. The justicies, in a one 
page ruling without comment, turned 
away a pair of appeals stemming from 
the police assault. A federal appeals 
court ruled last March that a civil 
rights lawsuit against the city may pro- 
ceed to trial, but the court dismissed as 
defendants former Mayor Wilson 
Goode and other officials. 
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Headbands restricted in 
Arizona 


A recent memorandum. from the 
Arizona Department, dated July 21, 1995 
and signed by Director Samuel A. Lewis 
restricts Native American headbands to 
“Native American religious ceremonies.” 
The rationale being to “minimize gang affil- 
iation, maintain institutional order and pro- 
vide consistency with other belief systems.” 
The headbands would still be allowed at 


religious ceremonies, talking circles, person- 


al ceremonies and Pow Wows. 


A few letters or phone calls to Mr. Lewis 
might help. Arizona has been one of the 
better states for respecting the spiritual 
rights of Native prisoners, and this could 
start to reverse that. Tell Mr. Lewis that full- 
time wearing of headbands is consistent 
with practicing Native spirituality. Ask him 
to withdraw the memorandum. Write: 


Director Samuel A. Lewis 

Arizona Department of Corrections 

1645 West Jefferson - 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Call (602) 542-3159 3 


To offer support, write: 


Jerome Yazzie # 91399 
P.O. Box 4 AZ State Prison 
2100 S. Hwy 87 


Winslow AZ 86047 


Thanks to Tom Taylor for sending us the 
info. : 


Deadly conditions 
Corey Cox, a prisoner in the Nor- 
thumberland County Jail in Sunbury, PA, 


writes that conditions in the jail represent a 
health hazard. According to his letter, the 


Commissioners of the prison board and 


Warden Clarence A. Bixler III “are wel] 
aware Of these conditions and tail to abide 


and state inspection to renew or rebuild... 
For the last five years ... the jail should 
have been closed down due to damages. 
The health board said this institution 
should be condemned but still remains 
occupied by inmates that suffer in these 
fatal conditions: Asbestos dust, paint con- 
taining lead, sewer septic gases, with 
improper and inadequate ventilation, light- 
ing, and furnishings.” Protest these condi- 
tions to: 


Clarence A. Bixler Ill 
Northumberland County Jail 
39 N. Second St. 

Sunbury, PA 17801 

(717) 988-4233 


For more info, write: 





There are prisoners at the "super- 
max’ Oak Park Heights Prison in 

` Stillwater, Minnesota who have been 
forced to wear a mask over their head 
during transport between units or to and 
from their recreation period. Thse masks 
are nylon and cover the entire head, with 
holes for the eyes and nose. The institu- 
tion’s pretext for these masks is that they 
are worn for the safety of the guards; cov- 
ering the head of a prisoner who has spit 
at a guard. According to a case manager 
at the prison, the placement of such a 
mask on a prisoner is not uncommon. 
However, this case manager was not able 
to articulate any official procedure to 
determine a maximum or minimum 
duration of time that the mask is worn, 
nor any standard for the removal of the 
mask. 


In addition to its ABUIOUs dehuman- 
izing effect, the donning of a full head 
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Masking problems in Minnesota 


“sary to cover the entire head instead of 
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Corey L. Cox 
39 N. Second St. 
Sunbury, PA 17801 


Survey on longterm 
incarceration 


Robert Patrick Lena, a Massachusetts 
prisoner, is seeking other incarcerated men 
and women to complete a survey/question- 
naire regarding the effects of long term 
incarceration. Confidentiality is assured. 
Only Mr. Lena will know the respondent’s 
name. A code number will be used to pro- 
tect the confidentiality of all participants. 
Mr. Lena will use the survey to support his 
hypothesis for a Masters degree concerning 
the effects of long-term incarceration. Any 
prisoners who would like to be part of this 
project can write: 


Robert Patrick Lena 
P.O. Box 43 
Norfolk MA 02056-0043 


Voting 
Disenfranchisement 


Twenty-six prisoners in Jarratt, Virginia 
have signed a petition addressed to the 
House of Representatives, Committee of the 
Ju-diciary re: “Blanket Voting Disenfran- 
chisement, as against 
convicted felon’s and x- 
con’s denied suf- 
frage...”. 


The. petition de- 
mands “immediate cau- 
cus hearings on the 
above listed issue” as a 
“matter of National pol- 
icy concern” due to the 
“gross deprivations of 


eral and Civil Rights, 


vithout due PLOCEeSS, .. 5 


equal protection.” The 
petition calls on the 
“House of Represen- 
tatives to acknowledge 
the fundamental reali- 
ties of the continued 

injustice, cruelty, brutal- = 
ity, discrimination and eae 
inhumanity against us, See 
being denied our politi- Paes 

cal freedom, voting, 

civil and political rights, 

a class taxed without 

representation as citizens convicted of a 
felony, and ex-cogs. We demand a review of 
the negative impact on us, of these State 
authorized discriminatory, civil death 
statutes, masked as Constitutional and 
statutory provisions, among the several 
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mask raises several questions and serious 
concerns. First, if the mask is a safety pre- 
caution for the guards, why is it neces- 









just the mouth? Putting a mask on pris- 
oners who have spit on guards could be 
used to foster rumors that the particular 
prisoner is infected with the AIDS virus. 
Finally, since the guidelines for the 
mask’'s application are seemingly arbi- 
trary, it could easily be used as a tool of 
punishment for non-compliance or for 
someone who "might" spit on a guard. 













Minneapolis ABC is currently gath- 
ering information regarding this issue. If 
you have any knowledge of masks being 
placed on prisoners in any institution, or 
are interested in working on this issue, 
please respond to: 


Minneapolis ABC 
PO Box 7075 
Minneapolis, MN 55407. 














states, of which 35 states deny suffrage and 
14 states for life... 


“Therefore, Our cry to the state of the 


Virginia, and America is a simple one: Give’ 


us the Ballot! We’re not on our knees beg- 
ging for freedom registration, qualification 
and freedom vote, we are demanding the 
ballot, and to Amend the 14th Amendment 
& the Voting Rights Act, that will protect 
our inalienable ight to the franchise now!!” 


For more information, write to: 
Roy Lee Perry-Bey 212832 

or 

Elliot H. Gaines #221349, 
both at 

901 Corrections Way 

Jarratt VA 23870 


Legal guidance sought 


Kerron Dunkley, a prisoner in Ad-Seg in 
the Allard Unit in Texas, recounts a familiar 
problem. From his letter, “There are a lot of 
problems here on the James V. Allard Unit 


which we as prisoners face day to day, and- 


because we are young and not too much 
familiar with legal matters, a lot of staff 
have been getting away with many viola- 
tions. And when we get tired and whip one 
of them, we end up with free world cases 
and more time is added to our sentences. 
All this because we are not familiar with 
our rights as prisoners... : 


Now there is a law library here and I 
want to make use of it, but I have a problem. 


tas ae E Set cha 
A One 


ore 


I am not familiar with doing my own 
research and this is why I am writing this 
letter. [f there is anyone out where who is 


willing to teach and help me to understand ` 
‘my rights as a prisoner would show me the 


necessary steps I need to take in using the 
law library, to do research. Please contact me 


on behalf of me and my fellow prisoners:” 


Kerron Dunkley #636571 
2101 FM 369 North 
lowa Park, TX 76367 


Prison Legal News (for which an insert 
has been added for all subscribers of PNS; 
others can find the address on the back 
page) is the best source of information for 
litigating prison issues. But Mr. Dunkley 
has raised an important issue: how does 
one begin to become a jailhouse lawyer, or 
on a more basic level, even come to under- 
stand what rights prisoners have? Little 
Rock Reed and Ronald Wren, an Illinois 
prisoner, have suggested that we doa legal 
column which would help explain the pre- 
liminary steps a prisoner could take to help 
litigate prison issues in the U.S. Look for 
this to begin in the next issue. ! 


Inedible meat substitute 


In the last issue, we ran a notice that 
Texas prisoners were being fed a meat sub- 
stitute called Vita Pro, manufactured by a 
Canadian company whose head office is in 
Montreal (Vita Pro Foods, 5 Redpath Row, 
Montreal, P.Q.) Apparently, prisoners in 
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“other states are also being subjected to this 
processed food. A Massachusetts prisoner 
says that this food product is not approved 
for use in Canada. Does anyone in Canada 
have details about this? 


Simon Smallwood who drew attention 
to the situation initially writes: "We are 
starting a blitz campaign and would like as 
many people as possible to write to the 
Food and Drug Administration's Adverse 
Reaction Monitoring System and complain 
about any adverse health effects that they 
(Texas prisoners, or anyone else) are suffer- 
ing from because of Vita Pro: ; 


PDA Meloi e = 
5600 Fishers Lane 
Rockville MD 20852-9787 


If you have, or want, information on Vita 
Pro, write: 


Simon Smallwood #552407 
Ellis One Unit 
Huntsville, TX 77343 


Class Action in Texas 


A Texas prisoner is in the process of 
bringing a new class action on guard brutal- 
ity and/or excessive force against prisoners. 
He would like to hear from male or female 
prisoners who have been asaulted unjustly 
by Texas prison guards within the last three 
years. Please send a letter with an affidavit. 
on the facts. Please include names, dates, 
list of injuries, whether you saw a medical 
employee, witnesses, outcome of internal 
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investigation, and please include your sig- 
niture and current address. Write: 


Glen C. James #660410 
P.O. Box 16 Eastham Unit 
Lovelady, TX 75851-0016 





March to Kingston Pen 


On October 24, 1993 a six-guard ~ 
extraction team entered Robert Gentles 
cell. When they left, Gentles had been 
maced and suffocated to death. The six 
guards were charged with murder, a 
first in the history of the CSC. This came 
about only because of the persistence of 
Robert’s mother, Carmeta Gentles. The 
Crown took over her private prosecu- 
tion, dropping charges against 4 or the 
6. Earlier this year, charges were 
dropped against the remaining two 
guards. The guards had a history of bru- 
tality, but the “justice” is backing them! 
They continue to be employed by the 
CSC. In the words of Carmeta Gentiles, 
“Tam not fighting for my son ... he is 
dead. I am fighting for justice.” 





















This march will mark the second 
anniversary .of Robert Gentle’s 
death.For more information, contact 
Kingston Prisoners Justice Cmtte (705) 
544-2382, Peterborough Anti-Colonial 
Action (705) 743-4561, or Toronto Anti 
Racist Action (416) 631-8835 









| 





Page 18 


September-October 1995 





Prison News Service 





| 
! 


Clean” 


This is in response to the article written 
by Brotha Sanyika Shakur, in the 
March/April issue of PNS, #50, entitled, 
: Come Clean. This response will be for clarity 
only. This discussion is not open for debate, 
nor will this writer engage in these govern- 
ment-approved word games around the 
subject of who are “New Afrikan” 
Revolutionary Nationalists, and who 
remain merely Black men/women. We’re 
not here to pursue that debate. 





What caught this writer’s attention was 
the total lack of political maturity embodied 
throughout this article by an Afrikan who 
has been held to have been transformed 
from a once thuggish gangster, reeking with 
self-hatred anda community code of self- 
destruction; into a New Afrikan Revo- 
lutionary Nationalist: Soldier ofa Nation. 


The article begins as a personal attack on 
a particular formation that it’s obvious 
Brotha Sanyika knows very little about; he 
has stressed the need to bring pressure to 
bear on_ our continued backward behavior 
set in motion by “Retarded Theory”. 


We will not engage in neo-colonial terri- 
torial petty confrontational discussions 
about what organization/party is part of 
the New Afrikan Independence Movement 
(NAIM). We’re not on some elitist trip, or 
on some romantic beautiful-sounding- 
rhetoric escapade to satisfy somebody’s 
ego, about contributions (or lack thereof) to 
our struggle. The Brotha states that this par- 

ticular formation is an exhausted remnant 


_ his evidence being that the BLM was defe. 





decentralized. He seems to suggest that 
there was/is no way that a “nucleus” from 
this particular formation could have sur- 
vived the onslaught of the government to 
carry on the legacy of Comrade George 
[Jackson] and his predecessors! These kinds 
of misconceptions are common in develop- 
ing, young, politically immature minds. 


It was said best by Sista Safiya Bukhari 
in the Jan-Mar issue of Crossroads [and 
reprinted in PNS #50]. She recalls a lesson 
that took place in the Harlem office of the 
Black Panther Party (BPP): 


“The lesson had to do with 
the 10-10-10 program. This 
was a lesson on organizing, we 
had to learn the 10-point pro- 
gram and the Platform of the 
Party. We had to learn the 26 
rules of the Party. We had to 
learn the 8 Points of Attention 
and the 3 Main Rules of 
Discipline. We had to learn the 
motto and internalize all of it. 
We had to learn and internal- 
ize it for the day when the 
offices would no longer be 
open and available to us. We 
had to learn it for the day 
when we would be on our 
own without other Panthers so 
we could carry out the tasks of 
the revolution.” 


Brotha Sanyika’s analysis is 
flawed and clouded with sub- 
jective sentiment, while there 
is some truth to the fact that 
this particular formation found 
Bits expression in its early stages 
_ of the prison movement. But 
_ the concept of this formation 
-was not envisioned to be con- 
fined solely behind these kamp 
_ walls. Quoting Comrade 
) George’s definition: 


Prisoners must pe 


_ to the Black Liberation Movement (BLM) i 
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A response to “Come 


reached and made to understand that 
they are victims of social injustices. This 
is my task working from within (while 
I’m here, my persuasion is that the war goes 
on no matter where one may find himself on 
Bourgeois dominated soil). The sheer num- 
bers of the prisoner class and the terms 
of their existence make them a mighty 
reservoir of “Revolutionary potential”. 
Working alone and from within a steel- 
enclosed society, there is very little that 
people like myself can do to awaken the 
restrained revolutionary potential out- 
side of the walls. That is part of the task 
of the “prison movement”. 


These comments are clear examples of 
Comrade George’s vision for this particular 
formation in this protracted war. However, 
to clarify this position, George’s theory 
must be taken in its totality. Quoting: 


“The Prison Movement,” the August 
7th, movement and all similar efforts 
educate the people in the illegitimacy of 
established power and hint at the ulti- 
mate goal of revolutionary conscious- 


ness at every level of struggle. “The goal 


is always the same: the creation of an 
infrastructure capable of fielding a 
People’s Army.” 


This goal has not changed, and if anoth- 
er organization/party has reached such a 
goal, then why all the needless rhetoric? 


The article suggests that this particular 


formation, ideology politics and practice 


flowed ee ERN the lines set nby the 
retty SEM 


Since our arrival here on the shores of 
Amerikkka in 1619 our people have 
evolved as a class, dominated by racism 
and imperialism for capitalist exploitation, 
from which we've had to define ourselves 


- as a people. Euro-Amerikkka defined us as 


niggers, coloreds, negros; we began to 
define ourselves as Black, Afrikan-Amer- 
ican, etc., etc. The point being we as a devel- 


oping people took on these labels, and it- 


wasn't until the BLM era that we began our 
historical evolution. 


All revolutionary formations/cadres 





evolved from Nationalism, 
Nationalism, Culture Nationalism, Black 
Revolutionary Nationalism — with this for- 
mation being no exception. 


Ideology — as we are aware, or should 
be aware — is a system of interdependent 
ideas and beliefs held by a social group that 
reflects, rationalizes and defends its particu- 
lar interest and commitments. 


Here the Brotha is a bit naive when he 
suggests that prior to the BLM era, the 
movement / masses had evolved to the 
level of New- Afrikanism! 


In fact, this heightened awareness of 
New Afrikanism did not occur until after 
the death of Malcolm X on the date of 
March 29, 1968, when the provisional gov- 


` ernment of the Republic of New Afrika was 


founded at a convention held at the Black- 
owned, twenty-grand motel in Detroit. 
Over 500 grassroots activists came together 
to issue a Declaration of Independence “on 
behalf of the oppressed Black Nation inside 
North Amerikkka.” Thus the New Afrikan 
Independence Movement (NAIM) was 
born. Since then Blacks desiring an 
Independent Black nation have referred to 
themselves and other Blacks in the U.S. as 
New Afrikans. (See, A Brief History of the 
New Afrikan Prison Struggle by Comrade 
Sundiata Acoli.) 


The article goes on to suggest that it 


would be illogical to conceive that this par- 


ticular formation survived intact the thun- 


derous destruction of the others. 


It is the analysis that is illogical, to be 
sure, when, in fact, history shows that the 
thunder of destruction turned no blind eye 
here. For this particular formation suffered 
its share of attacks and blows resulting in 
the deaths of 3 Afrikans on August 7, 1970, 
the death of Comrade George himself on 
August 21, 1971, and this formation’s 
beloved GCommander-in-Chief on August 1, 
1976. So It’s obvious the Brotha has done 


ray little SEAS 


Vidi abla bor ee 
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The writer rambles on to state that the 


politics of this formation are of its parent 


movement — the BLM — which gave life to 
it, and the politics of the BLM are incorrect. 


We are fully aware that the aim of NAIM 
is Independence for New Afrikans in the 
U.S.. That is an idea for which this forma- 
tion has voiced its support. 


However, Comrade George has left us 
with the philosophy and theory that 
monopoly capital is the enemy, it crushes 
the life force of all the people, and so it must 

be completely destroyed, 
as quickly as possible — 
_ utterly, totally, ruthlessly, 
relentlessly destroyed. 
With this as a common 
major goal, it would seem 


forces would find little dif- 
ficulty in developing com- 
mon initiatives and meth- 
ods consistent with the 
goals of mass society, etc. 
This hasn’t been the case 


reasons. But, 
Sanyika fails to take into 
‘account the hard-learned 
lessons of the BLM and 
proceeds on a course of 
development negating the 
historical contributions of 
an entity which in essence 
gave life to the NAIM, it 


it is believed for a minute 
that the NAIM could have 
come into being without 
the process of evolution 
carried forward by the 
BLM, then the Brotha has 
failed to understand histo- 
ry, and therefore may be 
doomed to repeat it. 


If this particular forma- 
tion is an exhausted rem- 


| Black 


(c) (2) would require that ” 


that anti-establishment 


for a variety of subjective — 
if Brotha 


would be a serious flaw. If- 


_ nant of the BLM as the Brotha suggests, 


then the Frolinan handbook for Revo- 
lutionary Nationalist Cadres book H by Jalil 
A. Muntagim (specifically pages 28-67) is a 
further extension of an exhausted remnant 
of incorrect BLM politics, since this hand- 
book incorporates this formation’s doc- 
trines /concepts. 


Brotha Sanyika’s article reads: “When 
New Afrikan National Revolution was 
called for, the BLM carried on with a moot 
comprehension of nationality, nationhood 
and revolution.” 


Brotha Sanyika seems to believe that the 
NAIM existed in and of itself, negating the 
lessons learnt via the BLM. This is tunnel 
vision. 


The writer also alludes is this particular 
formation being contaminated with non- 
revolutionary elements! The Brotha seems 
to forget the element from which he sprang, 
as if he has always been an authentic revo-~ 
lutionary, as if he is one now, when the real- 
ity is that history and not Sanyika will 
determine his level of revolutionary com- 
mitment, or if he is merely another militant, 
who passes with the wind. 


We must continue to bring clarity to 
Comrade George’s analysis: “The sheer 
number of the prisoner class and the terms 
of their existence make them a mighty 
reservoir of Revolutionary Potential!” ; 


Brotha Sanyika seems to be under the 
impression that revolutionaries fall from the 
sky, negating his own existence in these 
kamps and the profound circumstances that 
triggered his transformation and conscious- 
ness. 


Again the Brotha fails to investigate the 
facts when he spouts that “The debriefing 
process is not “underground.” Again for 
clarity: whenever the California Depart- 
ment of Corrections (CDC) proposes a 
change to their code of regulation, by law, a 


_public hearing must be held. The CDC 
i secs na a aproposa o on a april L cl DO 
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es in section 3378 ae Cal | Admin, a 


code title 15. 


ates 
According to the proposed e nees, 3378 

„an inmate or 
parolee identified as a gang dropout shall 
require a formal debriefing...” 


“A formal debriefing” is when a prison- 
er, generally from the security housing unit 
(SHU), appears before some staff worker 
from the Institutional Gang Investigation — 
(IGI) unit and is interviewed (the particu- 
lars of said interview are unknown to this 
writer). I can tell you if such an interview is 
successfully executed the individual, (who 
had been held indeterminately in the SHU, 
permanently denied access to the general 
prison population (G/P), school, trades, etc. 
due to his being deemed “a threat to the - 
safety of others and the security of the insti- 
tution”) is shortly after the interview taken 
to a committee, reclassified and deemed 
suitable for G/P placement. This will bring 
a greater freedom of movement, access to 
schools, trades, and other rehabilitative 
things. 


Meanwhile, if you are in SHU and this 
individiual knew you or knew of you, you 
may as a result of this interview receive a 
C.D.C. 1030 form. This form reads some- 
thing like: Information received indicating 
the following...on such and such day in an 
interview conducted by some staff you 
were identified as a member or associate of 
a prison gang. There are maybe several 
boxes on one of these forms checked off for 
your edification with tidbits like: “(c) more 
than one source independently provided 
the same information.; (d) this source 
incriminated himself/herself in a criminal 
activity at the time of providing this infor- 


~ mation; or (e) part of the information pro- 


vided by the source(s) has already proven 


_ to be true.” You will be provided the date: 


the information was allegedly given, you 
will be told by staff where it is located in 
your file, and you will be told the staff 
member who placed it there. You will be 
issued a few such forms each year, after. 
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| passes for due process. All the indetermi- 


time come to hate these anonymous snitch- 


Sanyika that “the debriefing process is not 


paign, and have only succeeded in increas- 


der what care has gone into some of the 


_snitches, and all the individuals committed 


establish what is acceptable and unaccept- 


- stoolie — both because it is inconsistent with 


~ under the law? For though it may be termed 


penal practices away from the superinten- 


_ ed to endorse them. It is in part designed to 
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which you will appear before a classifica- 
tion committee, and they will inform you 
that these 1030 forms they issued you sub- 
stantiate that you continue to represent “a 
threat to the safety of others and the securi- 
ty of the institution.” Therefore, your con- 
tinued assignment to SHU is justified. 


main frame in their anti-gang campaign. I 
suspect that as we are inexorably drawn into 
a police state, this proposed rule change is 
also designed to establish a legal precedent 
for subjecting populations to criminal sanc- 
tion even when there is no crime. 


For the CDC’s indeterminate sentence is 
nothing more than state sponsored coer- 
cion. An individual who doesn’t fall within 
the disfavored prisoner class may commit 
any violation up to and including murder, 
be sentenced to SHU, complete the sen- 
tence, return to G/P, kill again and be 


You have glimpsed what in the CDC 
nate prisoners who remain in SHU over 


es, who are more often than you could 
imagine, the perveyors of lies... and they 
plot to exact retribution from stoolies. They 
are generally the “others” whose safety is 
threatened — but when hasn’t treachery © 
been a lifestyle rife with danger? 


indeterminate SHU prisoner who refuses to 
be coerced into becoming a snitch, but has 
committed no crime or institutional viola- 
tion, is released to G/P. 


Over the past decade the Board of Prison 
Terms (BIP) officials have set snitching up as 
a criterion by which the SHU indeterminate 
prisoner who is also a indeterminate lifer, 
and who is past the minimum time served 
required by law, can demonstrate their suit- 
ability for parole. In other words, how far 
against yourself are you prepared to go to 
please us?! 


So contrary to the remarks of Brotha 


underground,” we think this is something 
the larger community would be interested 
in seeing changed if it knew that for better 
than a decade, the CDC has selectively 
practiced “debriefing” as an integral under- 
ground component of their anti-gang cam- 


ing their need for security. As a result, con- 
fusion, distrust and violence have been 


; Those of us who have tried to use this 
sown among prisoners. We can only won- 


time to feed our minds, know, in the tradi- 
tion of our ancestors, that a free people 
notwithstanding the consequences, call 
themselves as they see fit and are not 
defined as others would have them be. We 
are no gang — prison or otherwise. The 
practice that the California Department of 
Corrections has adopted towards us isn’t 
just. And we hope that the community 
agrees to help to bring rights to those who 
have none, thus strengthening their own. 


We are shocked that Brotha Sanyika wold 
take such an uninformed position when the 
CDC carried on this unofficial policy for 
more than a decade selectively, without it 
even being a part of its code of regulations. With 
the formal policy recently being adopted due 

| to little or no public outery/opposition and 
incorporated into its code of regulations in 
Sista aes of 1994 at sec c 3378. 


decisions whose effects aren’t strictly local. 
For it is clear to this formation that all of the 
individuals being coerced into becoming 


to resisting such coercion, won’t be in 
prison forever. These state-sown conflicts 
have a very real potential of sprouting up 
and adding to the carnage in cities and 
communities across the state. For the social- 
ization of these institutions has become so 
absurd as to be obscene, especially in regard . 
to indeterminate SHU prisoners. And the 
primary lessons being internalized by the 
bulk of such prisoners are that there is no 
view but your view and that might makes 
right. If you have the power, you may 


able, label people as you see fit, not as they 
ajc and prosecute sanctions ÁS them. 
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vriter’s view, it's immoral for 
prison officials to label you a “Gang mem- 
ber”, remove you from G/P indefinitely 
because of this label, place you in SHU 
regardless of the commission of a offense, 
deny you all privileges, ship you to the 
most remote prison and at every opportuni- 
ty trample upon your humanity. This pur- 
portedly will continue until (as those who 
wield the power are fond of saying) you 
snitch, parole or die. 
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failed to transform its colonial mentalities 
into revolutionary nationalist mentalities, 
and that this has to be the reason why a 
“Traitor” would lose faith in this particular 
ee and why they chose to collabo- 
rate with the state. Again the Brotha uses 
flawed analysis and ignores history. 


He proffers as theory that traitors /col- 
laborators are “indigenous” to this particu- 
lar formation, ignoring those who betrayed 
the Afrikan when he/she was shipped off 
into slavery; ignoring those who betrayed 
Gabriel Prosser in 1800, Denmark Vesey in 
1822, Nat Turn@r in 1831 and Harriet 
Tubman in 1849; ignoring those who collab- 
orated with the government in the COIN- 
TELPRO era, and those who betray us now. 

_ Betrayal has been and continues to be part 
of our historical development and there 
hasn't been a formation, past or present, 
which has not been affected by it. L Bennett 
Jr. recounts an incident from the mid-1800s, 
Where a slave named “Jim”killed a slave 
named “Isaac” for “betraying” him after his 
escape! In Tennessee, the Judge at the trial 
noted that for one of their own color, subject 
to a life of servitude, abandoning the inter- 
ests of his caste and betraying Black folks to 
the white people, rendered that person an 
object of general aversion. 


_ Therefore as a disfavored prisoner with 
no power, I have no rights. I can stand on a 
matter of principle where my dignity and 
humanity is concerned. I cannot for example 
say: l have the right to choose my association 
without fear of reprisal; neither can I say I 
have the right to decide not to become a 


the values passed down to me and because it 
is a destroyer of community — without hav- 
ing this decision used against me. 


In a letter, a comrade writes, “I asked 
myself what weight does custom hold 


‘Debriefing,’ using a euphemism doesn’t 
change what it is, that is, betraying a confi- 
dence, committing an act of treachery for 
personal gain, considering how our commu- 
nity in the U.S. was brought into being and 
considering the command and control needs 
which existed from the get go. If any com- 
munity has a historical aversion to stoolies, 
tattlers, rats and the like isn’t ours?” 


Sanyika goes on to pronounce the death 
of this formation. These type of attacks are 
not new, and are in fact just wishful think- 
ing. It should be understood clearly that we 
are the beneficiaries of Comrade George’s 
legacy, and as such we will have to be 
hurled into the next existence before we 
relinquish his work. 


It is my view that this proposed rule 
change is in part designed to give aid and 
comfort to the individuals that prison secu- 
rity employees have corrupted. It is in part 
designed to keep in place the chief mecha- 
nism for corrupting other prisoners, via the 
SHU indeterminate sentences. It is in part 
designed to shift the responsibility for these 


We must continuously clarify Comrade 
George’s legacy, for those who have failed to 
fully grasp its historical importance to total 
liberation/freedom. Quoting Comrade 


dents and wardens who are overseeing 
George: 


them to a bureaucrat who has been appoint- 


We must be prepared to wage a long 


have a facade which can be pointed to as the struggle, if this is the case. Then we'll 


returned to SHU and be released, before the 


passage EE ‘that Te former one 


probably see a different cycle, one in 
which the revolutionary energy of the 
people seems to have dispersed, run out 
of steam. But — and this is important — 
such cycles are deceptive. Things appear 
to be at low ebb, but actually what's hap- 
pening is a period of regroupment, a 
period in which we step back and learn 
from the mistakes made during the pre- 
ceding cycle. (Cages of Steel, pg 181) 


If Sanyika Shakur wished to engage in 
healthy ideological debate, he apparently 
isn’t aware of what a healthy debate means. 
Ideological struggle is the non-antagonistic, 
non-physical verbal striving to try to prove 
oneself correct and those opposing incorrect. 


Since this particular formation has 
asserted its New Afrikan Revolutionary 
Nationalist ideology, what is this Brotha try- 
ing to prove? 


If this Brotha wished to engage in “con- 
structive criticism,” then that’s welcomed, 
but not in this form. This article certainly 
isn’t constructive criticism, but more of a 
personal animus. In another breath he pro- 
nounces the backward and incorrect retard- 
ed theory of the BLM and its moot compre- 
hension of revolution. But the Brotha 
engages in the strife-oriented divisionism 
that aided the U.S. government in its quest 
to destroy the BLM, Lest we forget. 


The Brotha urges said formation to give 
up its old forms of struggle beginning with 
its name. The Brotha appears to be hung up 
on the term Black and New Afrikan rather 
heavily, while we have continuously 
evolved toward throwing off those things 
which are abstract to the state of affairs 
within the time and space that this forma- 
tion fights for its interest, that of its class, 
that of its nation. We have conceded that we 
are New Afrikans, not because of any pres- 


sure to take on such a label, but because at 


this point in our history/evolution, history 


_ shows us to be a new breed of Afrikan. 


Black represents nothing but a color in its 


most abstract form. This particular forma- 


tion derives its political title from the “Black 


pees leiomaalyc, which accounts for our historical i 


background, it goes back to slavery and the 
manner in which we were orientated and 
divided. The Gaidi represent the soldier who 
wages armed struggle against any and all 
oppressive forces. 


As far as assessing function, that would 





Dear Eric; 


1995), “Nursing Sister Battle Axe of the 
Process of Monster Creation in 
Warkworth Prison” with lots of interest. 


Your evocative descriptions and con- 
versational tone draw the readers in and 
educate us as to how even seemingly lit- 
tle and banal examples of nastiness con- 
tribute to a prisoner’s hurt, distress and 
frustration which may eventually lead to 
violence. I agree wholeheartedly with 
your basic point, and I think it’s a point 
which needs to be made frequently to 
those people who have no idea of what 
prison is like and who advocate sending 
people there. 


However, I do take issue with two 
details of your letter: your use of “politi- 
cally correct” and of “feminism”. 


You say that “the root cause of the 
problem (of monstrous behaviour), the 
age-old abuse of power, is not addressed 
by political correctness. Political 
Correctness may even act against justice.” 


What do you mean by “political cor- 
rectness?” You seem to say that nursing 
sister Murphy’s action in unfairly refus- 
ing you pills for your migraine is an 


for you mean obeying prison authority, or 
being authoritarian and unreasonable? If 


Response to Eric Biddle: 
What feminism? 


I read your letter in PNS (May-June. 


example of political correctness. Does PC 


be up to the author of the article to investi- 
gate. But for clarity, this particular forma- 
tion's function is both political and military, 
and it should be obvious that it’s an under- 
ground entity. That is, we are not publicity- 
oriented, we are not captivated by the spot- 
light in your traditional sense. Our roots are 
historically within the prison movement, 
with the ultimate goal being the creation of 
an infrastructure capable of fielding a 
“People’s Army”. Having said that, it 
should become even more apparent that the 
formation is Lumpen Proletariat! We have 
voiced our support for “New Afrikan 
Independence” and the NAIM, although we 
hold that just merely independence from an 
oppressive system (Monopoly Capitalism) is 
not our sole goal. The system itself must be 
destroyed, and be replaced with socialism 
and a “worldwide socialist consciousness.” 


In closing, Brotha Sanyika would do well - 
to understand the analysis of Comrade 
George, as opposed to trying to challenge it 
and evolve from there. 


A good deal of this has to do with our 
ability to communicate to the people on 
the street. The nature of the function of 
the prison within the police state has to 
be continuously explained, elucidated to 
the people on the street because we can’t 
fight alone in here. Oh yeah, we can 
fight, but if we're isolated, if the state is 
successful in accomplishing that, the 
results are usually not constructive in 
terms of proving our point. We fight and 
we die, but that’s not the point, although 
it may be admirable from some sort of 
purely moral point of view. The point is, 
however, in the face of what we con- 
front, to fight and win. That’s the real 
objective: not just to make statements, no 
matter how noble, but to destroy that 
system that oppresses us. (Comrade 
George, Cages of Steel, pg 179) 


A New Afrikan P.O.W. 


Pelican Bay 


This was one of several critical responses to 
Sanyika Shakur’s article in the March-April, 
1995, issue of PNS. It was written i before the 


anor saw the positive 1 response > from Abdul — 


Shakur that we ran in the May-June issue. — 
Bulldozer. 





that’s what you mean, please identify it 
clearly, because it has lead me to misun- 
derstand you. 






For me, PC means opposing racism 
sexism, ableism, homophobia and other 
oppressive behaviours. We might add 
prisonism or authoritarianism to the list. 








You characterize your Living Unit 
Officer as having a “pernicious brand of 
feminism.” Since you don’t indicate that 
some feminism is acceptable to you, but 
this particular pernicious brand is not, | 
can only conclude that you find feminism 
as a whole to be harmful and unpleasant. 










I am not defending your Living Unit 
Officer. It’s not clear enough to me from 
your letter what she said or did. I am tak- 
ing issue with your writing. Are you sug- 
gesting that women are not oppressed? 
Are you insulting us for organizing to 
stop our oppression? 











I hope that we are just having a mis- 
understanding because I wouldn’t want 
to be working for the liberation of prison- 
ers with the thought that a man whom I 
consider a brother in the struggle would 
belittle my own need for liberation! 










In solidarity, 


Gay Bell 
Prisoners’ Justice Day Committee 























